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Crossage and Traffi c
Crossage will be Mar. 9 from noon 
to sunset in Chièvres.  The game 
can be compared to croquet or golf 
and will be played in the streets 
of downtown Chièvres.  Chièvres 
will be blocked off to all traffic just 
prior to noon until sunset. Access  
to Caserne Daumerie from the traf-
fic circle will remain possible but 
all Chièvres Air Base traffic will be 
through Gate #1. Gate #14 will be 
closed. 
Self Help Store
Due to training, the Self Help Store 
on Chièvres Air Base is closed Mar. 
7 and 8. 
Tax Centers
The tax centers at SHAPE and 
Brussels are open Mon through 
Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with last 
appointment or walk-in at 4 p.m.
At Chièvres, a tax center is open 
during the same hours but only on 
Wednesdays. For information, call 
DSN 423-4906/4868 or civilian 
065-44-4906/4868.
Belgian Red Cross 
The next blood drive on Chièvres 
Air Base is scheduled Mar 21 from 
9 to 11 a.m.
Army Emergency Relief 
The annual  campaign kicked off 
Mar. 1 and will run through May 
15. For information, go to www.
aerhq.org. See also page 4.
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"School Take Over Day" is a program initiated by the USAG Benelux Health Promotion Council and 
brings various activities dealing with health and wellness straight to the students of the SHAPE High 
School.  Christopher Staker, Health Promotion Coordinator, selected 28 subject matter experts from the 
U.S. community to present a specifi c topic in each of the 24 classrooms, Mar. 4.  Among these presenters 
were Pvt. David Young (top) from the SHAPE Health Facility giving 7th graders a medic demonstration, 
Staff Sergeant Christopher Meadows (left) from American Forces Network Benelux, explaining how he 
got his nickname "The Moose" to 12th graders and Gwen Whitney (right) from the Youth Center en-
tertaining 7th graders.  Topics this year included fi tness, tobacco awareness, diet and nutrition for teens, 
stress management, equal opportunity, disability awareness, environmental concerns.



March 7, 2011

[2]

To subscribe, email dlima-e-beneluxpao@eur.army.mil

Editor
Cis Spook

The Gazette is an unofficial publication published under the provisions of AR 360-1 for members 
of the Department of Defense. Contents of The Gazette are not necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of the Army or the USAG Benelux. The Gazette is 
a free weekly publication distributed via email every Monday. The editorial content of this publication 
is prepared, edited, provided and approved by the Chièvres Garrison and USAG Brussels Public 
Affairs Offices. It is published by the Public Affairs Office, Chièvres Garrison, Unit 21419, APO AE 
09708. Telephone (0032) 068-27-5419/DSN 361-5419; fax DSN 361-5106. Everything advertised in 
this publication will be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher will refuse to print advertising from that source 
until the violation is corrected. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute endorsement of the products or services advertised by the U.S. 
Army. Submit content or story ideas to dlima-e-beneluxpao@eur.army.mil by Thursday at 3 p.m.

Col. Rick Tillotson
USAG Benelux
Commander

Marie-Lise Baneton
USAG Benelux
Public Affairs Officer

Community members read stories at school

Command Sgt. Maj. Allan Fairley (picture above), USAG 
Benelux Command Sergeant Major, tells the story 
of “The Boy who cried Wolf” to the children in Ms. 
Dubose’s  Kindergarten classroom while Cpt. Tiffany 
Boone (picture left) from the Northern Law Center,  
reads “Green Eggs and Ham” and “One Fish two fish 
red fish blue fish” in the next door’s classroom dur-
ing Read Across America Day, Mar. 2.  Barbara Troxell, 
the school liaison officer,  selected and coordinated 
the participation of 27 members from the U.S. com-
munity to be guest readers at the SHAPE Elementary 
School and Kindergarten as they celebrated the birth-
day of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known under his 
pen name Dr. Seuss.  His birthday on Mar. 2, has been 
adopted as the annual date for National Read Across 
America Day to show the children that reading is fun 
and important. 
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Brussels Wrestlers Compete in Heidelberg
While Heidelberg was in Mannheim 

winning the Division I title game at the 
DODDS Europe basketball champion-
ships late February, CYSS wrestlers from 
across Western Europe competed in the 
Heidelberg High School Gymnasium.   
More than 150 DODDS students ages 
6-14 years competed based on their 
weight and age.  Wrestlers from Stuttgart, 
Wiesbaden, Baumholder, Heidelberg, 
Schinnen, Kaiserslautern and Brussels 
participated.  

For seventeen young Brussels Ameri-
can School students the CYSS Wres-
tling Program is an outstanding way to 
learn about overcoming obstacles and 
adversities.  This program instills the 
lesson of determination and builds a 
never quit attitude for life.  It is also a 
lot of fun and the parents get into it as 
much as the kids.

This was the last tournament for one 
of Brussels wrestling coaches.  Assistant 
Coach Mike Beuckens will start serving 
as a Marine later this month.  Coach 
Beuckens told some of the young wres-
tlers that Heidelberg HS Gym was where 
he won his first match a few years ago 
when he attended Patch HS.  Wrestling 
is definitely in the Beuckens Family.  
Younger brother Sean is undefeated in 
six matches and this is his first season 
wrestling.  

Sean is not the only first year wres-
tler for the Brussels Bandits this year.  
Eleven of the 17 youths this year are 
wrestling for the first time.  This year the 
program has grown a bit with some new 
families and some additional members 
of returning families. 

Almost half of the team consists of 
the Alexander and Dresden Families.  

The Alexan-
ders  have 
two return-
ing wrestlers 
f ro m  l a s t 
year (Adam 
13 and Luke 
9) and three 
f i r s t  ye a r 
w r e s t l e r s 
( Isaac and 
Caleb both 
6 and Han-
nah 11).  All 
three of the 
D r e s d e n 
boys started 
wrestling this 

year (Tyler 11, Will 8, and Kai 6).  Other 
members of the Brussels Bandits are:  
Joe Fago 6, Connor Sutton 6, Courtney 
Wisdom 9, Lachlan McAloon 9, Nicholas 
Monbleau 9, Sean Beuckens 10, Jacob 
Oswood 10, Tyler Wisdom 13, and Justin 
Vozzo 14.

Most of the Brussels wrestlers won 
one of their three matches. This week, 
Brussels had three undefeated wrestlers; 
Sean Beuckens had three pins, Tyler 
Wisdom had one win by points and two 
wins by pin, Justin Vozzo had three pins.  

There are two more CYSS tournaments 
this year: Kaiserslautern, Mar. 12 and 
Wiesbaden, Mar. 26.

By Rob Fago and Troy Wisdom

Sean Beuckens and his big brother, Brussels as-
sistant coach Mike Beuckens, after Sean's third 
victory of the day.  

Head coach Troy Wisdom (center) and assistant coach Mike Beuckens (right) talk 
to fi rst year wrestler Conner Sutton before his third match while second year 
wrestler Joe Fago (left) talks to Kai Dresden about their third round opponents. 

Welcome to Saint-Ghislain Newcomers

The City of Saint-Ghislain organized a welcome for its new-
comers to include the SHAPE and USAG Benelux members 
living in one of the seven communes of the entity. Combined 
efforts were made from the SHAPE Host Nation Liaison, the 
USAG Benelux Public Affairs Offi ce and the City of St Ghislain 
to make the non Frenchspeakers feel welcome.  After the new-
comers presentation of which hand outs were available in Eng-
lish,  newly arrived residents were able to mingle with the city 
offi cials and address any question they had.  The Brass Quintet, 
part of the SHAPE International Band and under the direction 
of Andrew Meronek, provided the musical entertainment at the 
event. 
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While travelling through airports
In light of the recent shooting at Frankfurt International 

Airport during which two USAFE Airmen were killed and 
two others were severely injured,   it is important to keep 
some easy to adopt tips in mind for airport travel:  

• Do not assume that acts of terrorism "can't happen 
to me." Attacks happen quickly, often without notice. 

• Travel in groups when possible, isolated travelers 
make easy targets; small groups provide a sufficient 
number of eyes and ears to be alert to local security 
matters.

• Use unmarked Government vehicles to travel to com-
mercial Airports - when available.

• Arrival and departure times (itineraries), as well routes 
taken to and from the airport, should be varied as 
often as possible.

• Avoid wearing military clothing that could attract un-
wanted attention. Wear conservative civilian clothing.

• Remove all military patches, logos, or decals from 
your luggage and briefcase. Use baggage identifica-
tion tags with a cover that must be opened before 
the name of the bag owner is visible.

• Watch for passengers or airport employees that are 
lingering at or near areas where public transporta-
tion routinely stops to load/unload passengers. Vary 
routines. 

• Arrive at the airport in time to check-in and process 
through airport security. Watch for and report sus-
picious activity to airport security and be aware of 
unattended baggage anywhere in the terminal.

• Look for passenger (or airport employee) behavior 
not consistent with that of others at the airport. No 
matter where you are in the terminal, identify suit-
able locations to use as cover in the event of an at-
tack. Example: Pillars, large planters, counters, and 
furniture which may provide protection.

• Have identification, passports, and plane tickets ready 
and proceed through security checkpoints as soon 
as possible.

Make sure your family members are also adviced on 
these important airport travel tips. For additional infor-
mation,  contact DSN 361-5580 or civilian 068-27-5580.

Army Emergency Relief Campaign
Army Emergency Relief is a private nonprofit organization 
that helps active duty Soldiers, retirees, Army National Guard 
and Army Reserve Soldiers in need of financial assistance. 
AER provides interest free loans and grants to help pay for 
essential needs. AER provides education scholarships to 
Family Members. The annual  campaign kicked off Mar. 1 
and will run through May 15. In 2010, AER provided $69.7 
million in financial relief to 62,000 Soldiers and their Families. 
Funding for the program comes from voluntary donations by 
Soldiers and civilians, plus investments made by AER. Tax 
deductable contributions can be made by contacting your 
unit representative, Campaign Coordinator, DSN 361-6334 
or DSN 423-4332 or online at www.aerhq.org.
SHAPE Players
The SHAPE Players announce auditions for Oklahoma, based 
on the play "Green Grow the Lilacs" by Lynn Riggs.  Audi-
tions will be held at the SHAPE Performing Arts Center, Bldg. 
207, SHAPE on Mar 15 and 16.  Both days from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. for ages 13-17 and from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for ages 18 
and above.  Rehearsal will begin Apr 4. For information, call 
civilian 065-44-3312.
Erratum
Last week's Gazette included a brief on the upcoming Overseas 
Housing Allowance Survey.  The information that was published 
only pertains to U.S. Soldiers based in Germany. The surveys for 
Belgium and the Netherlands are scheduled to be held in April.  
More information will be provided as it becomes available.
Fitness Challenge
The Fitness Challenge has started and will run until Jun. 
27. For additional information and to schedule your fitness 
assessment, call DSN 361-5643 or civilian 068-275643

  

Sunday worship service schedule
SHAPE/Chièvres area
9 a.m. – Catholic Mass at SHAPE Chapel
10:15 a.m. - Anglican service at SHAPE Chapel
11:45 a.m. – Contemporary Protestant service at SHAPE 
Chapel
For additional information, contact the Chaplain's Office 
at DSN 361-5381
Jewish Community Liaison: contact DSN 423-4938
Muslim Community Liaison: contact DSN 368-9814

Catholic Mass
Each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 11:45 
a.m. at the Daumerie American Chapel and 
Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at the SHAPE Chapel.

Brussels area
10:30 a.m. – Protestant service at Chaussée de Louvain 
13, St. Stevens Woluwe
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BELGIAN NEWS 
By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

One in fi ve marriages is suspect
Daily newspapers report that one in every five marriages 

that are being concluded in Belgium at the moment is 
being investigated out of fear it could be a bogus mar-
riage.  It is highlighted that the number of marriages 
under investigation over their authenticity has risen by a 
third in only 5 years, and that the reason for that is that 
more and more people are trying to enter Belgium legally 
through marriage.
Belgian prince caught speeding

After he was caught driving 30 km above the speed 
limit in central Brussels, Prince Laurent had his driver's 
license withdrawn. The police stopped him after a speed 
camera captured his Fiat Punto Abarth driving at 82 km/h 
on a 50km/h street last week. The Prince’s license is 
suspended for two weeks.  This is not the first driving 
offence for Prince Laurent as he first lost his license in 
1987 while speeding at 137 km/h in 2001.
Immigration in Belgium

Access to the labor market for non-European foreigners 
is more difficult in Belgium – Belgium ranks 17th on a 
list of 31 European and Northern American -  in spite of 
the fact that Belgian integration policies are among the 
best in Europe. At the general ranking for the integra-
tion of foreigners, Belgium ranks 6th – it ranked 3rd in 
2007 – behind Sweden, Portugal, Canada, Finland, and 
the Netherlands, and obtained a high score for some 
indicators like the possibility to have a long-term resi-
dence (1st) access to the citizenship (4th) and access 
to education (3rd).
Energy prices in Belgium

Energy prices in Belgium are nearing record high levels.  
This is due to the economic recovery worldwide over the 
past few months but also due to the turmoil in the Middle 
East, which could lead to energy insecurity if there is a 
spill-over of revolts and revolutions into large oil-producing 
economies like Iran or Saudi-Arabia. Reports state that 
gasoline and diesel prices have gone up by 30% in only 
one year. 
Mons Doudou Monopoly

Monopoly will soon have a special edition on the Mons 
Doudou to come out prior to the Mons festivities in June. 
The game will include all that symbolizes the Doudou.  
For instance, the four train stations will be replaced by 
elements of the Mons folklore and the Electricity and 
Gas slots will be changed to the Golden Carriage and 
the Dragon.  A total of 2,500 of this special edition of 
Monopoly will soon be on sale.
Belgian trucker with the U.S. Army in Afghani-
stan

Peter Beullens, 35 year-old born in Leuven, Belgium 

joined the U.S. Army in 2008 and is now a Private serv-
ing in Afghanistan.

At the age of 16, Beullens decided to join the Belgian 
Army as a truck driver.  He went right to noncommissioned 
officer school and came out a year later as a sergeant 
in charge of transportation. He enjoyed his job, and they 
promoted him to try to give him a desk job. He couldn't 
imagine living behind a desk, so he joined an elite para-
chute regiment similar to Special Forces.

They couldn't make Beullens stay in one place too long. 
He deployed to Bosnia three times, Somalia, Columbia, 
Venezuela and all throughout Europe.

After his knees and back started to hurt from doing so 
many parachute jumps, he decided he had had enough. At 
the time, he thought he was saying goodbye to the military.

Years later, after he had moved to the United States and 
married an American girl, he visited a recuiter's office in 
Virginia and decided to start his career all over again  in 
the U.S. Army.
Head of Federal Police resigns

The Head of the Federal Police service Fernand Koekelberg 
has resigned. Koekelberg has been the center of criticism 
recently, after it emerged that the police chief and his 
delegation spent almost 100,000 euros on a trip to Qatar 
last year to lobby for a top job at Interpol. Mr Koekelberg’s 
successor is Chief Commissioner Paul Van Thielen.

BELGIAN NEWS 

2011 Women's History Month 
Theme is "Our History is our Strength"

The Chièvres/SHAPE Community's 
Women's History Month Celebration 

will be held Mar 15 from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Chièvres Recreation Center.  

Guest speaker Is Maj. Gen. Patricia McQuistion, 
21st Theater Support Commander.

All SHAPE ID cardholders are welcome to attend.  
Food tasting immediately following the offi cial program.
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11-13 March
• World Wines and Flavors Fair in Ciney,  at Ciney expo on Rue du Marché Couvert. Open from 6 to 10 p.m. 

on Friday, and from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Entrance fee is 4€ per person (one glass 
included). 

11-14 March
• Garden fair in Tournai, at Tournai expo on Rue du Follet. Open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance fee is €4 

per person.
13 March

• Bruce Springsteen Tribute in Mons, at the Lotto Mons expo, on Avenue Thomas Edison. Book your ticket 
now (€20 per person plus booking fee) by calling 090040850, or visiting www.lottomonsexpo.be and click 
on concerts.

12 March
• Flea market (70 booths) downtown Obourg, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

13 March
• Volksmarch in Lesdain for 36, 30, 24, 18, 12 or 6 km. Departure 

is from the Duroisin greenhouses on Rue de la Forêt, between 7 
a.m. and 2 p.m. for the 36, 30, 24, 18, 12 and 6 km route and 
from 2 to 5 p.m. for the 18, 12 and 6 km route.

• Volksmarch in Lens for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the city 
hall on Place de la Trinité, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Benefits 
will go to the Télévie (fund raising association for the scientific 
research against leukaemia).

• Volksmarch in Ganshoren for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is 
from the school on 1 Rue de Cock, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

• Télévie event in Beloeil, at the Château de Beloeil (fund rais-
ing association for the scientific research against leukaemia):

 - Old-timer cars rally. Departure from the château at 9 a.m. and 
display open to the public at noon.

 - Volksmarch for 18 or 5 km. Departure is from the château between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Participation fee is €1.
17 – 20 March

• Creativa – Fair for leisure activities in Brussels, at Brussels Expo on 1 Place de Belgique. Entrance fees 
are €10 per adult, €5 per child between 12 and 6 and free for child under 6. Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
every day and until 9 p.m. on Friday.

19 March
• Volksmarch in Moulbaix for 25, 15, 7 or 4 km. Departure is from 2, Place Henri Stourme between 8 a.m. 

and 3 p.m.
• Run and bike in Sirault for 18 or 10 km. Departure is from 97, Rue E. Lenoir at 2 p.m. Participation fee is 

€12 per team (2 persons). Bike-wash and showers are available.
19 – 20 March

• Flea market (120 booths) in Mons, at the Lotto Mons Expo on Avenue Thomas Edison. Open from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on both days. Entrance fee is €3 per person.

• Motorbike and quad fair at Ciney, at Ciney Expo on 3 Rue du Marché Couvert. Open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Entrance fee is €8 per person.

• B&B Expo in Brussels – International fair for bed and breakfast, at Tour & Taxis, 86 Avenue du Port. With the 
participation of hundreds of bed and breakfast and charming hotels from all over the world. Open from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Entrance fee is €9. Free for young under 12. For additional information, visit www.bbexpo.be

• Tournai beer festival, at la Halle aux Draps on the Grand'Place. Sixteen Belgian breweries will offer to taste 60 
different beers. Free entrance. Open from 2:30 to 11 p.m. on Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday.

20 March
• Volksmarch in Braine-Le-Comte for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the school on 101, Rue des Postes 

between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Harmignies for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the CALVA room on 3, Rue Vieille Eglise 

between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Montignies-Sur-Roc for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from sports center on 6, La Roquette 

between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Pipaix for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the L’Ecourché on 2, Place between 9 a.m. and 

6 p.m.
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20 March Continued
• Mountain bike ride in Thieulain for 55, 40, 30 or 13 km. Departure is from the Vita Line Center on 70, Rue 

Humont between 8:30 and 11 a.m. Participation fees range between €3 and €5. Bike wash and showers 
are available.

• Dead Man's Ridge Walk - Historical walk for 6 or 16 km in Flamierge near Bastogne. 
This 3rd edition of the walk honoring the members of the 17th Airborne Division will follow the 
footsteps of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment. Departure will be at Flamierge after a small 
ceremony to be held at the 17th Airborne DIvision monument at 9:30 a.m. Registration for the 
walk is €5 and includes a drink, a certificate and insurance.  Payment will be made by Mar. 
5 to "101st Airborne Belgium" , account 732-0005542-64  with mention of a name and the 
number of participants. The walk is organized by the 101st Airborne Division Belgian Friendly.  
For additional information, contact the association via email at 17thairbornewalk@gmail.com.

26 March
• Puzzle tournament in Brugelette, at the sports hall on Rue Gabrielle Petit. Two individuals per team. Con-

test starts at 2 p.m. Participation fees are between €8 and €16. Information and registration by calling 
068/65.84.24 or email ciles@skynet.be.

BOOK NOW
• Rock Werchter Festival, 30 June – 3 July. This is the 37th edition of this rock festival held in the Flemish 

Brabant. Featured artists include The Black Eyed Peas, Linkin Park, Underworld, Magnetic Man, Hurts, Goose 
and many more. €76 for one-day ticket on pre-sale and €195 for a four-day pass on pre-sale. For detailed 
schedule and tickets, visit www.rockwerchter.be. 

• Dour Festival, 14 – 17 July. Dour Festival in Dour (Mons area), on Site de la Machine à Feu. European al-
ternative music event for music lovers. Bands and festival-goers from all over Europe gather at Dour every 
summer. 200 bands on 7 stages and one campsite. €93 for a four-day pass (€110 camping included) on 
pre-sale. One-day ticket will be for sale later. Detailed program and tickets on www.dourfestival.be.
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CARNAVAL IN BELGIUM

 8 March
• Carnaval in Malmedy, known as Cwarme

 - Starting at 2 p.m., the carnaval societies go around town all afternoon. At 7 p.m., burning of the Haguète on 
Place Albert I, symbolizing the end of the winter.

• Carnaval in Binche - This world famous carnaval, now on the UNESCO world heritage list, dates back to the 
16th century.

 - Fat Tuesday. Only on Tuesday, the “Gilles” are allowed to wear their Gilles costume. The day starts in the very 
early hours with the dressing after which they will go from house to house. At about 7 a.m., they gather at the 
train station. At 9:30 a.m., reception at the City Hall. The Gilles wear their traditional mask. Parade starts at 
3:30 p.m. on Avenue Charles Deliège and heads to the Grand Place. The Gilles wear their impressive hats 
covered with ostrich feathers (weather permitting) and offers hundreds of oranges. Torchlight procession and 
fi nal gathering on the Grand Place around 7:30 p.m.

8 - 13 March
• Carnaval in Amay

 - March 8, 2 p.m. Folk race of the bartenders downtown Amay.
 - March 13, 7 p.m. Fireworks on the site of the Roman Tower, on Rue de l’Industrie.

12 March
• Carnabruxelas in Brussels, at Tour & Taxis on 86c Avenue du Port. Brussels will dance on the Brazilian rhythm 

for a Rio-like carnaval. Starts at 9 p.m. Entrance fee is €15.
12 - 15 March

• Carnaval in Nivelles
 - March 12, at 2:30 p.m., carnaval parade for children downtown Nivelles. Departure from the Gare 

de l’Est.
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12 - 15 March Carnaval in Nivelles Continued
 March 13, at 2 p.m., carnaval parade departs from the Gare de l’Est to the Waux Hall. Participation of more than 
700 Gilles, folkloric and musical groups. Final gathering downtown at 6 p.m.

 - March 14, from 2 to 4 p.m., carnaval for the local schools. At 7:30 p.m., carnaval parade starts from 
the Place Emile de Lalieu. At 9:30 p.m., final gathering on the Grand Place and burning of the humps.

 - March 15, Fireworks on the Grand'Place at 8 p.m.
25 - 27 March

• Carnaval in Arlon 
 - March 25, Dance party on Plaine des Manoeuvres at 9 p.m. Free 

entrance.
 - March 26, at 1:30 p.m., children’s parade downtown Arlon. At 2 

p.m., fancy dress party for children on Place Léopold and joyous 
entry of the Prince Carnaval in the streets of Arlon with the Gilles. 
Dance party at 9:30 p.m. on Place des Manoeuvres. Entrance 
fee is €5.

 - March 27, at 2:30 p.m., carnaval parade downtown Arlon. Burn-
ing of the humps on the Grand'Place at 9 p.m.

2 - 4 April
• Carnaval in Stavelot – Laetare. The "Blanc Moussi", which means 

"clad in white", is the symbol of the carnaval. They wear a bed sheet 
and a white pillow and a pointed carrot-nosed mask.

 - April 2. Humoristic parade downtown starts at 8:30 p.m. Carnaval ball at the Stavelot abbey at 10 p.m.
 - April 3. Parade downtown Stavelot starts at 2 p.m. and ends with the final gathering of the Blanc-

Moussis on Place St Remacle. Fireworks at 9 p.m. 
 - April 4. Parade with folkloric and musical groups at 3 p.m.

3 April
• Carnaval in Welkenraedt – Laetare. The parade starts from Rue Grande Bruyère at 1 p.m. and includes 

more than 100 groups. Numerous animations on Place des Combattants.
3 - 5 April

• Carnaval in La Louvière. – Laetare. 
 - April 3, the Gilles gather on the Place Communale around noon and start throwing oranges. Fireworks 

on the Place Communale at 9 p.m.
 - April 4, the parade leaves the Placard du Hocquet at 4 p.m., heading to the Place Mansart for the 

final gathering and dance. The Gilles wear their hats covered with ostrich feathers (weather permit-
ting) and offer hundreds of oranges.

 - April 5, the parade starts at 2 p.m. The Gilles parade together with other characters wearing fancy and 
colorful costumes. One of the most important moments of the day is the burning of the humps all over 
the town as of 9:45 p.m. Location depends of the Gilles society (Place Mansart, Place Maugretout, …) 

10 April
• Carnaval in Rebecq. The spring carnaval starts at 2 p.m. from the main square at Quenast up to the main 

square at Rebecq. Final gathering and burning of the humps at 8 p.m. on the main square at Rebecq. 
24 - 26 April

• Cavalcade in Jemappes. 
 - April 24 - Parade starts at 2 p.m. in the streets of Jemappes and continues until the fireworks at 9:30 

p.m. on the Grand'Place.
 - April 25 - Is the most important day. Large carnaval parade with participation of the Gilles starts at 3 

p.m. from the Avenue du Roi Albert. Several parades and activities all afternoon. At 9:30 p.m., final 
torchlight parade and final gathering of the Gilles on the Grand'Place followed by fireworks. 

 - April 26, at 9:30 p.m., burning of the humps on the Grand'Place.
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SHAPE Trips & Tours 
For information on the trips below, 

call DSN 423-3884 or CIV 065-44-3883.

• Paris, Mar. 12. Spend the day exploring the many classic landmarks of Paris, including the Eiffel 
Tower, Champs Elysées, the Louvre, Notre Dame... Price: €45.  Departs SHAPE at 7 a.m. and 
returns at 11:30 p.m. Register early as trip fills up quickly.

• Morocco, Mar. 6-13, including Fez, Marrakech, Casablanca, Meknes and more. Escape the cold 
and experience this once in a lifetime trip to exotic and magical Morocco. This package includes: 
Airport transfers, Airfares (to Casablanca and from Marrakech), 5 star hotel in Casablanca for 
1 night, 5 star hotel in Fes for 3 nights, Tent Camp for 1 night, 5 star hotel in Marrakech for 2 
nights, All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and all excursions and city tours Price: €1995 
Single Room, €1698 Double/Twin Room, €1585 Triple Room. All prices are per person. Register 
quickly as trip is more than halfway sold out.

• London, Mar. 19.  Join us for a day of free time in the city of endless attractions: Buckingham 
Palace, Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, Trafalgar Square, Tower Bridge, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Mu-
seums, and the West End theatre district.  Price: € 65. Departs SHAPE at 6 a.m. and returns at 
1:30 a.m. (Sunday).

• Windsor Castle, Mar. 26.  Windsor Castle is the largest 
and oldest occupied castle in the world and is one of the 
official residences of the Queen. The castle’s dramatic 
site holds 900 years of British history. Come enjoy a 
day at the castle and free time to explore the city of 
Windsor.  Prices: €85 Adult, €75 Children (5-17), €65 
Children 0-4 Departs SHAPE at 5:30 a.m. and returns 
at 11 p.m.

• Knight’s meal at Cochem Castle, Apr.2. The day will begin 
at Burg Pyrmont.  Afterwards, free time at the pictur-
esque village of Cochem to explore the narrow streets 
and cute shops.  In the evening, visit to Cochem Castle. 
After a short tour, the Lord of the Manor will welcome 
you with a goblet of Mosel wine and make you familiar with medieval customs and table man-
ners.  Servants and maids in period costumes serve you lavishly and pass you water to wash 
your hands so that you can eat with your fingers.  Bread and lard make the rounds while a hot 
and spicy soup is steaming in the cookery pot.  Hug drumsticks are served for the main course.  
Jesters will entertain while a traditional knighting ceremony entertains.  The feast comes to an 
end with cheese, grapes, nuts and biscuits and the servants bring you water to wash your hands.  
Price: €110 Adults, €85 Youth (6-17), € 60 Child (0-5). Departs SHAPE at 7:30 a.m. and returns 
at 1:30 a.m.

• Lloret de mar, Spain, Apr. 8-17 - Sold out!  Please call for the waiting list.
• Loire valley overnight, Apr. 9-10. The first stop will be the castle of Amboise, where Leonardo Da 

Vinci is buried. Next is the amazing Château Chenonceaux built on the River Cher, this beautiful 
château is one of the Val de Loire’s finest. The evening will be spent in Blois with free time for 
dinner.  The next day, spend time wandering the village of Blois or go to the Castle.  Final stop will 
be at the Royal Château de Chambord.Price: €215 Single, €180 Twin/Double pp, €165 Children 
(7-14) w/ 2 paying adults, €150 Children (0-6) *Triples available.

A
rchive Photos

Windsor Castle - Mar. 26
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8 March
• Play Morning - sponsored by ACS New Parent Support Program. This program is offered every Tuesday 

from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the CYSS Teen Center, Bldg. 503, SHAPE. No pre-registration is required. 
Parents and their children (0-3 years) play together in a group setting. The program teaches parents 
developmentally appropriate play to help children improve their social, cognitive, and motor skills.  No 
pre-registration is required. Open to all U.S., SHAPE and NATO ID cardholders. For more information, 
call ACS at DSN 423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274.

• Coffee Connection - If you are new to the community or you are separated from your sponsor due to 
TDY or deployment, join us for a cup of coffee, friendly conversation, and find out more about living in 
Belgium from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Chièvres Army Lodge breakfast room. For more information, call 
ACS at 423-4332 or civilian 065-44-4332.

9 March
• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets on Wednesdays 

from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Religious Support Center, Bldg. 353 (behind Bldg. 318 - AFN, ACS, entrance 
is in the back of the building). For more information, contact DSN 423-2474 or civilian 065-44-2474.

• Infant Massage Class - Meets every Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the SHAPE Healthcare Facility second 
floor conference room. Expectant mothers and mothers with newborns and up are welcome.  Mats and 
oils are provided. No pre-registration is required.  Open to all U.S., NATO and SHAPE ID cardholders. 
Call ACS DSN 423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274 for more information.

• Preschool Story Time - Meets from 10 to 10:30 a.m. at the SHAPE International Library and helps pre-
schoolers build confidence, learn socialization skills ane make friends.  There is no fee for this program.

10 March
• Climbing at Face Nord (by reservation) - Join Outdoor Recreation staff on a trip to Face Nord, one of 

Belgium’s best indoor climbing facilities and climb or bolder your way to fitness. Departing the Chièvres 
Community Recreation Center at 6 p.m. and returning by 10 p.m. Transportation is $5 Climbing Fee 
€8-15 (price varies with equipment needs) . Minimum four persons.  Reservations must be made at 
least one week ahead.

• Parenting Workshop - Workshop will be held in 
the AVS Training room, Bldg. 318 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  Bring your lunch and learn about par-
enting.  For additional information and to sign 
up, call DSN 423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274.

11 March
• Alcoholics Anonymous  -  The English speaking 

SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Religious Suppor t Cen-
ter, Bldg. 353 (behind Bldg. 318 - AFN, ACS en-
trance is in the back of the building). For more 
information, contact DSN 423-2474 or civli ian 
065-44-2474.

12 March
• Play Morning  -  sponsored by ACS New Parent 

Support Program. This program is also offered 
every second Saturday of every month from 10 
a.m. to noon at the CYSS Teen Center, Bldg. 503, 
SHAPE. No pre-registration is required. Parents 
and their children (0-3 years) play together in a 
group setting. The program teaches parents de-
velopmentally appropriate play to help children 
improve their social, cognitive, and motor skills.  
No pre-registration is required. Open to all U.S., 
SHAPE and NATO ID cardholders. For more in-
formation, call ACS at DSN 423-4274 or civilian 
065-44-4274.

14 March
• Newcomers' Briefing - Briefing will be held at the 

Library, Chièvres Recreation Center, Chièvres Air 
Base from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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AT USAG BRUSSELS
All ACS services and classes are open to the tri-Mission Community and are free. 
March 17

• St Patrick's Day celebration starting at 5 p.m.at the 3 Star Lounge with Irish food, drinks, dancing and green 
everything.

FITNESS CLASSES
All classes are held at the USAG Brussels Fitness Center in Bldg. 3 and are free of charge. For more information, 
call 02-717-9667.

• New: Big Will's Body Shop - Big Will's functional-styled workout session uses a variety of equipment that 
will challenge your muscles and raise your heart rate. Let Big Will's intense low-impact cardio intervals help 
kick your calorie burn into a higher gear. Body Shop sessions will be offered from 1 to 2 p.m. and from 2:30 
to 3:30 p.m. every Mon, Wed and Fri.

• Body Pump - Every Sat from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and every Tue from 6 to 7 p.m., 
• Spin Class - Every Mon and Thu from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
• Yoga - Every Mon, Wed and Fri from 10 to 11 a.m.
• Individualized Strength Training - Every Tue and Thu from 1 to 2 p.m. 
• Step Aerobics - Every Wed, Fri from 6 to 7 p.m.
• Zumba - Every Sat from 11 a.m. to noon and every Mon from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

The Fitness Center is open Mon-Fri from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat and Sun from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Holiday hours 
are from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, call the Fitness Center at DSN 368-9667. 

CYSS
• All youth who wish to participate in CYS activities, 

to include special openings, classes and sports, 
must be registered for CYS services.  For more 
information, or to sign up, contact the office at 
DSN 368-9649.  All registered school age children 
are eligible for four free hours of care each week.

• If you’re looking for a job, CYS is looking for you.  
Openings are available immediately for a CYPA in 
middle school teens, a cook and a maintenance 
worker.  For more information, check out the Army 
Vacancy Announcement Board or contact Paula 
Cabrera at DSN 368-9651.

• Homework Help - CYS offers homework help every 
day after school for all ages.  

7-11 March
• Commune school break.  CDC open extended hours 

for dual-working parents.  Sign up to reserve your spot.  
16 March

• Women's Wellness Symposium "Our History is 
our Strength" -  9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 3 
Star Lounge. Panelist of experts include women's 
medical health, dietician, personal trainer and mas-
sage therapist.

• Social networking awareness from 6 to 8 p.m.  
Free event, limited childcare available in CYS, $4 
per hour.  This will help you if your child is asking 
you for a Twitter or Face Book or MySpace account.  
Find out how to protect your computer from viruses, 
worms, spyware and any other threats.  Teach your 
teen that what is posted online stays online forever 
and employers or colleagues can read about it 
forever.  Join us for this free, informative and fun 
seminar and learn more about the fabulous and 
exciting world of social networking.

• Check weather, listen to forecasts.  
• Winterize your car.  
• Plan trip ahead and tell friends where you’re going 

and time of arrival.  
• Visibility - see and be seen (lights, fog lights, reflective 

items for pedestrians).  
• Use public transportation. 
• Reduce speed on icy roads.  
• No alcohol.  
• Use seatbelts for all occupants.  

Get the whole family out to celebrate St. Patrick's Day by 
participating in this 5K - 10K run/walk. The run starts and 
fi nishes at the Foret de Soignes in Auderghem.
Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: GPS coordinates: latitude 50.808498° - longitude 
4.446673°
Packet Pick Up: You will be able to pick up your route map 
beginning at  8 a.m. on race morning.
Race Parking: Please allow extra time.
Fees* N/A
Early Registration: ongoing at the Fitness Center
Race Day Registration: begins at 8 a.m.
Contact the USAG Brussels Fitness Center at 02-717-9667


