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Chièvres Burger King
The Chièvres Burger King is now 
open early Tuesday through Fri-
day for breakfast at 7 a.m. to 
better support the lodge, bar-
racks, SOF campus members 
and other Chièvres/Daumerie 
tenants.  Burger King also ex-
tended its breakfast menu with 
multiple new additions including 
full breakfast platters.
Crossage
Crossage will be on Mar. 9 from 
noon to sunset in Chièvres.  The 
game can be compared to croquet 
or golf as players aim toward one 
target per round. Crossage has 
become very popular in Chièvres 
and many Americans have joined 
the tradition over the years. The 
city of Chièvres is blocked off to 
all traffic for the event. To partici-
pate, contact USAG Benelux HHC 
at DSN 361-5288 or civilian 068-
27-5288. 
Tax Centers
The tax centers at SHAPE and 
Brussels are open Mon through 
Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with last 
appointment or walk-in at 4 p.m.
At Chièvres, a tax center is open 
during the same hours but only 
on Wednesdays. For information, 
call DSN 423-4906/4868 or civil-
ian 065-44-4906/4868.
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Army Community Service transforms

Continued on next page 

By Victor Spong
Senior Strategic Communications Offi cer

Army Community Service is enhancing the way it delivers services, to make it easier 
and faster for Soldiers and their Family members to get the help they are seeking.

The initiative to transform ACS stems from a holistic review of Army Family programs 
by the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff of Installation Management. OACSIM is 
responsible for the execution of the Army Family Covenant, which promises to provide 
Soldiers and Families a quality of life that is commensurate with the quality of their 
service. Through garrison focus groups and surveys, Soldiers and Family members 
reported they have both too much and too little information on available services, 
which makes it difficult for them to determine which service best meets their needs. 

Under the new design, ACS will transition a number of personnel into generalist 
positions focused on helping Soldiers and Family members navigate services. General-
ists will provide an array of baseline services, while specialists will still be available 
for the more complex and extended services.

"The goal is to make sure Soldiers, their Families and Civilians can find the right 
service, at the right time, the first time they seek assistance," said Paulette Freese, 
Chief, Policy and Operations Branch, Soldier Family Readiness Division. "ACS provides 
a lot of great information and services, everything from financial readiness to the 

Lt. Gen. Walter E. Gaskin, Deputy Chairman of the Military Committee at NATO HQ, gives the keynote 
address at the African Americans Heritage Month Observance held Feb. 25 at USAG Brussels.  A display 
highlighting this year's theme "African Americans in the Civil War" was accessible to the attendees and 
Fred Starks and the Cosy Band provided free entertainment.
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Celebrating African Americans Heritage
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Army Community Services I Continued
Exceptional Family Member Program. We want to make sure 
that the first time they walk through the door, someone is 
there to help. What we don't want is for someone to have to 
wait or have to come in a second time before getting help."

ACS will also introduce an upgraded tracking system that 
allows staff to follow up with clients more efficiently and 
to ensure client needs are met when service is provided.

"If a client requires more in-depth assistance, we want to 
make sure there is a smooth transition to the next service 
provider," Freese said. "We will maintain contact with the 
Soldier or Family member until their needs have been met."

Soldier and Family members will start to see ACS services 
in new satellite locations as well, such as at units, garrison 
exchanges and commissaries, and off-post sites.

"We're working hard to strengthen relationships with units 
and service providers across the installation, to make ACS 
services and information more readily accessible," Freese 
said.

ACS has been doing a tremendous job of supporting Sol-
diers and Family members through an extended period of 
conflict, but the Installation Management Community always 
has to be on the lookout for ways to do better, according to 
Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch, Assistant Chief of Staff of Installation 
Management and commander of the Installation Manage-
ment Command.

"The work of ACS and other quality-of-life service providers 
is highly visible, tangible proof that the Army is delivering 
on the promises of the Army Family Covenant," Lynch said. 
"It is important work, so we can never become complacent. 
The long-term strength of our All-Volunteer Army depends 
on the well-being of Soldiers and their Families. More than 
that, we owe it to our Soldiers and Families for their ongoing 
service and dedication." 

Twenty-two installations have been selected as pilot sites 
to assess the new service delivery design that runs until 
Mar. 31. The pilot phase will provide insight and best prac-
tices prior to the Army-wide rollout in April. Every Army ACS 

location will be operational under the new service delivery 
design by October.

The design pilot sites are:
United States: Fort Carson, Co.; USAG Natick, Mass.; Fort 

Jackson, SC; Fort Stewart, Ga., Fort Leavenworth, Kan.; Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo.; USAG Detroit Arsenal, MI; Picatinny 
Arsenal, NJ; Rock Island Arsenal, Ill.; Redstone Arsenal, 
Ala.; Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.; White Sands Missile 
Range, N.M.; Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; Fort Lee, Va.; and Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis, Va.

Europe: USAGs Brussels, Belgium; Baumholder, Grafen-
woehr and Kaiserslautern, Germany; and Vicenza, Italy.

Korea: USAG Daegu.

(From left to right) Staff Sgt. Timothy McCullough and 
Mike Pain assisted the Army Family Action Plan working 
group in providing information leading to well developed 
issues while Christopher Staker, facilitator, and Maggie 
Clifford,  recorder, look on. The AFAP conference was 
held last week at USAG Brussels. 

AFAP Conference in the Brussels community 
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Admin processes change for Host Nation health care
ERMC Public Affairs Offi ce

The process for receiving authorizations for health care 
referrals to a host nation provider will change at Army 
medical facilities in March as the new TRICARE Over-
seas Program contractor assumes full responsibility of 
authorization and claims processes for TRICARE PRIME 
beneficiaries.

Beginning March 14 and continuing over five weeks, 19 
Army medical facilities within the Europe Regional Medical 
Command will conduct a final transition to International 
SOS - the TOP Program contractor since September - that 
will change how authorizations for care are issued.  

Local Army clinic Tricare Service Centers will no longer 
generate pre-populated authorizations and claims forms 
for beneficiaries to hand-carry to their host nation pro-
vider. However, International SOS will fax or e-mail those 
documents directly to host nation providers. 

“The changeover should not cause delays in receiving 
care within TRICARE Access to Care standards,” said Mi-
chelle Jones, ERMC’s TRICARE Contract liaison officer. 

TRICARE Access to Care standards require that appoint-
ments for TRICARE Prime beneficiaries be made according 
to these guidelines:

Acute care   24 hours
Routine care    7 days
Wellness   28 days
Specialty  28 days

Emergent (emergency) care requires no authorization.
Military retirees and other beneficiaries may be seen 

on a space-available basis.
Jones said all other aspects of host nation referral will 

remain the same.  Beneficiaries will still have three op-
tions for making appointments:

• Army health facility TSCs may book appointments for 
beneficiaries.

• Beneficiaries may book their own appointment.
• Beneficiaries may call the TRICARE Overseas Program 

Regional Call Center to request assistance in booking 
their appointment.

Enrollment Cards Required
At host nation provider appointments, TRICARE PRIME 

beneficiaries should present their TRICARE PRIME Overseas 
Program Enrollment Card. Enrollment card examples are 
at http://www.tricare-overseas.com/Provider01_b02.htm.  

In addition to referral authorizations that will be sent 
directly to the host nation provider by International SOS, 
the enrollment card validates that the bearer is the TRI-
CARE PRIME beneficiary for whom the referral authoriza-
tion was written. Each family member enrolled in TRICARE 
PRIME should have a card. 

Beneficiaries who did not receive a card or need a 
replacement card should contact the TRICARE Overseas 

Program Regional Call Center and press option 4.
The Toll-free contact number when in Belgium is 0800-

811-18.
Jones said Army health facility TRICARE Service Cen-

ters will continue to provide Host Nation Patient Liaison 
services, healthcare finders, beneficiary counseling and 
assistance, and debt collection assistance.

She encourages all beneficiaries to visit www.tricare.
mil for plan and benefit information. Beneficiaries can 
access country-specific toll free contact numbers and 
a useful “Find-A-Provider” search tool at the TOP Web 
site at www.tricare-overseas.com. Forms and links to 
other TRICARE overseas programs are also available at 
that site.  

“The TRICARE Overseas Program web site offers infor-
mation for all TRICARE beneficiaries, such as contact 
numbers for claims and customer service,” said Jones. 
“The new TRICARE Overseas Beneficiary Handbook and 
other literature may also be downloaded.”

In addition to International SOS customer service, Jones 
said the Europe Regional Medical Command’s treatment 
facilities are committed to ensuring that beneficiaries 
have access to the healthcare they need.

Stay in the know with DEERS

By keeping their Defense Eligibility and Enrollment 
System (DEERS) address current, beneficiaries can 
assure they receive news and information mailed by 
TRICARE. 

Options for updating DEERS information are:

• In person, find the nearest ID card office at www.
dmdc.osd.mil/rsl

• Online, go to www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/address/ 
By phone call 1-800-538-9552 (1-866-363-2883 TTY/
TDD)

• By faxing, dial 1-831-655-8317
• Mail address changes to the Defense Manpower 

Data Center (DMDC) Support Office, 400 Gigling Road, 
Seaside, CA  93955-6771.

For more information about DEERS, go to www.
tricare.mil/DEERS. Learn more about the TRICARE 
Overseas Program go to www.tricare.mil/overseas. 
Overseas beneficiaries who’d like to keep up with 
TRICARE benefit information via e-mail can sign up 
for updates at www.tricare.mil/subscriptions. Infor-
mation about International SOS is available at www.
internationalsos.com.
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Sunday worship service schedule
SHAPE/Chièvres area
9 a.m. – Catholic Mass at SHAPE Chapel
10:15 a.m. - Anglican service at SHAPE Chapel
11:45 a.m. – Contemporary Protestant service at SHAPE 
Chapel
For additional information, contact the Chaplain's Office 
at DSN 361-5381
Jewish Community Liaison: contact DSN 423-4938
Muslim Community Liaison: contact DSN 368-9814

Catholic Mass
Each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 11:45 
a.m. at the Daumerie American Chapel and 
Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at the SHAPE Chapel.

Brussels area
10:30 a.m. – Protestant service at Chaussée de Louvain 
13, St. Stevens Woluwe

Yellow Ribbon Room
The Army Community Service Yellow Ribbon Room is now 
open. The Yellow Ribbon Room is a place for military and 
family members to communicate through e-mail and webcam 
while deployed or away from home, browse the internet, 
Skype, or just relax. For information, call ACS at DSN 423-
5324 or civilian 065-44-5324.
In-Processing Class
Learn about Belgium, SHAPE and Chièvres every Tuesday 
and Thursday.  Stop by ACS to set up an appointment with 
the relocation readiness program manager or call ACS at 
DSN 423-4332 or civilian 065-44-4332  to pre-register.
World Day of Prayer
Mar. 4 is the date set for the World Day of Prayer service 
when people in over 180 countries make time to come 
together to sing, think and pray around a common theme 
every year.  Taking as its theme ‘How may loaves have you?’ 
the service of 2011 looks at those in countries where food 
and possessions are in abundance, and sets that against 
places where the people are poor and starving. A service 
will be held in the SHAPE Chapel Center, Mar. 4 at 11 a.m. 
SHAPE Players
The SHAPE Players announce auditions for Oklahoma, based 
on the play "Green Grow the Lilacs" by Lynn Riggs.  Audi-
tions will be held at the SHAPE Performing Arts Center, 
Bldg. 207, SHAPE on Mar 15 and 16.  Both days from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. for ages 13-17 and from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for ages 
18 and above.  Rehearsal will begin Apr 4. For information, 
call civilian 065-44-3312.

Get Benelux news and important 
garrison information on the 

Benelux Live blog
Like us on Facebook at get the 
latest events and news stories

View and download Benelux photos on flickr

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY OR BEHAVIOR
SHAPE/CHIEVRES – DSN 361-5301 or civilian 
068-27-5301
SHAPE Police Desk - DSN 423-3333/3334 or civilian 
065-44-3333/3334
BRUSSELS – DSN 368-9769 or civilian 02-717-9769. 
LOCAL POLICE - Dial 112.

Officer Candidate School
A Department of the Army Officer candidate School Selec-
tion Board will be conducted July 25-29.  The next SHAPE 
Officer Candidate School Selection Board will convene 
Jun. 10. Interested candidates should submit their appli-
cations to the SHAPE Battalion S-1 located in Bldg. 220, 
room 106 no later than May 30.  For more information, 
go to www.armyocs.com or call DSN 423-5171 or civilian 
065-44-5171. 
Overseas Housing Allowance Survey to begin Mar 1
Eligible U.S. Army in Europe Soldiers will soon be asked via 
email to participate in the 2011 Overseas Housing Allowance 
Utility/Recurring Maintenance Survey, scheduled to begin 
March 1. All service members who have lived in a private 
lease dwelling under the OHA program for at least the past 
six months are eligible to take the on-line survey. 
The Department of Defense uses data from the survey to 
determine the utility/recurring maintenance allowance for 
service members residing in the survey country.
Because accuracy is important, survey participants should 
use their records and receipts to help them report the av-
erage monthly cost of each of their utilities, as well as the 
average monthly cost of any routine maintenance expenses. 
For additional information, call DSN 366-6238 or civilian 
065-32-6238.
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BELGIAN NEWS 
By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

Belgian beer wins Gold
"La Guillotine", a high fermentation beer brewed by the 

Huyghe Brewery of Melle has won gold at the Brewing In-
dustry International Awards 2011. This strong Belgian ale 
won the golden medal in the high fermentation category. 
The prize will be awarded in London Apr. 12. This year, 
796 beers were entered for the 125th edition of this beer 
competition. The brews were tasted in 31 different classes 
and 9 categories.  Huyghe Brewery started in 1654 and is 
today the oldest brewery in the Gent area. "La Guillotine" 
gains additional fermentation in the bottle attaining 8.5% 
alcohol by volume. This brew was first produced in 1989 on 
the occasion of the bicentenary of the French Revolution.
Internet access in Belgium

Belgium is steadily closing the gap on neighboring coun-
tries when it comes to internet access. In 2010 almost 
three in every four households was linked to the internet. 
Belgians' favorite online activities include sending emails 
and sorting out banking matters. In 2009 only two out of 
every three households had internet access. Since 2005 
internet access has grown by 23% and 93% of Belgians 
with internet access use it to send emails, 66% log on to 
their bank's website to sort out their financial affairs, 49% 
of internet users in Belgium consult news sites. Over 20% 
of people have also sold something via the internet and 

80% of people with internet access consult this medium 
every single day. Belgium's figure is average for the EU. The 
Netherlands is one of the strongest European performers 
with 90% of households on the net.
Record number of prisoners 

The number of prisoners in Belgian penitentiaries have 
hit 11,000 for the first time. The figure may be surpris-
ing, as in theory, Belgian prisons only have a capacity to 
accommodate 8,700 people. Moreover, many prisons are 
old and the buildings are in urgent need of renovation.
Crossage

On the day of Crossage in 
Chièvres, Mar. 9, Manneken Pis, 
the famous Brussels landmark, will 
be wearing the traditional outfit from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  He will also carry 
his rabot and chôlettes. Manneken 
Pis is changing costume several 
times each week, according to a 
published schedule. His wardrobe 
consists of several hundred dif-
ferent costumes, many of which 

may be viewed in a permanent exhibition inside the City 
Museum, located in the Grand Place, immediately opposite 
the Town Hall.

BELGIAN NEWS 

2011 Women's History Month 
Theme is "Our History is our Strength"

The Chièvres/SHAPE Community's 
Women's History Month Celebration 

will be held Mar 15 from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Chièvres Recreation Center.  

Guest speaker Is Maj. Gen. Patricia McQuistion, 
21st Theater Support Commander.

All SHAPE ID cardholders are welcome to attend.  
Food tasting immediately following the offi cial program.

Belgian ID card for children under 12 years old

Although often mentioned that only children over the 
age of 12 need a Belgian ID card, this is true only when 
in Belgium.  When you are travelling outside of Belgium 
with your children under 12 years, you need to be in 
possession of a Belgian ID card for them as well.

As a reminder, please be aware of the following:
• When traveling abroad and entry is controlled by 

Customs, Shapian’s dependants, to include kids, 
have to show passports and Belgian ID cards.

• When registering at your local commune, children 
under the age of 12 don’t need this Belgian ID card 
as long as they are staying in Belgium. From the 
moment they travel, they need one. 

In order to get a Belgian ID card for your children under 
the age of 12, you’ll need to go to your local commune, 
bring two passport photos, fill out the paperwork, and 
pay a small fee (approx. €5).  The process may entail 
the same waiting period as for adult Belgian ID cards, 
depending on your commune.
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3 March - 3 April

• Ars musica – international contemporary music festival in Brussels, Antwerp, Liège, Brugge and Mons. 
For detailed program and tickets, visit www.arsmusica.be

4 - 6 March
• National Classic Car Show at the Antwerp expo on 191 Jan Van Rijswijcklaan. Open from 2 to 8 p.m. on 

Friday and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Entrance fees are €14 per person. Free for kids 
under 10. For additional information, visit www.siha.de. 

4 - 13 March
• Anima 2011 – Cartoon and animated film festival of Brussels at the Flagey Center, on 4 Place Sainte Croix. 

For detailed program and booking, visit www.animatv.be.
5 March

• Mountain Bike Ride in Gondregnies for 30 or 15 km. Departure 
is from Place H. Schoeling between 7 and 9 p.m. Participation fee 
is €3. Bike wash is available.

• Public brewing session at the Brussel’s Gueuze Museum, on 56 
Rue Gheude at 1070 Brussels. From 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., experi-
ence the various steps in the production of Lambic and Gueuze. 
Entrance fee is €6 per person (one drink included). For detailed 
program, visit www.cantillon.be.

5 - 6 March
• Horse and Pony Fair in Mons, at Lotto Mons Expo, on Avenue 

Thomas Edison. Open on both days from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance 
fees are €7 per adult and €3 per child.

• Volksmarch in Isières for 20, 12 or 6 km. Starts from the school 
on the square at 8 a.m. Participation fee is €1.50 per adult; free for children. Benefits will go to the Télévie 
(fund raising association for the scientific research against leukaemia).

• Fishing and Fisherman’s Fair in Frameries, at the Hall de Maintenance, 1 Rue de la Commanderie. 20th 
edition. Open on both days from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. sale, exhibitions, advice on fishing and the environment, 
online permit ordering and more.

• Zythos Beer Festival – the biggest Belgian beer festival in Sint-Niklaas, at the community room on Avenue 
Léopold II (across from the train station). 60 breweries and 200 different beers. Free entrance. Open from 
noon to 11 p.m. on Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sunday. For additional information, visit www.
zbf.be.

6 March
• Cat Fair in Ath at CEVA, on Zoning des Primevères. Open from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance fees are €6 per 

adult and €5 per kid between 6 and 12. 
• Volksmarch in Tubize for 30, 21, 12 or 6 km. Departure is from the Leburton stadium on Allée des Sports 

between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Hyon for 30, 20, 12 or 6 km. Departure is from Place d’Hyon 15, between 7 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

for the 30 km route, between 7 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. for the 20 km route and between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. for 
the other routes.

• Volksmarch in Brussels for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from Quai des Usines 20, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Mountain bike ride in Pipaix for 45 or 25 km. Departure is from the Grand'Place between 8 a.m. and 3:30 

p.m. Participation fee is €3. Benefits will go to the Télévie (fund raising association for the scientific research 
against leukaemia).

• Volksmarch in Soignies for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from Place Van Zeeland 33, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Mountain Bike Ride in Braine-Le-Comte for 50, 35 or 25 km. Departure is from the school on Rue des 

Viviers between 8 and 10 a.m. Participation fees range between €2 and €5. Showers and bike wash are 
available.

UPCOMING
11-13 March

• World Wines and Flavors Fair in Ciney,  at Ciney expo on Rue du Marché Couvert. Open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
on Friday, and from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Entrance fee is 4€ per person (one glass 
included). 

Public Brewing Session - Mar. 5
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SHAPE Trips & Tours 
For information on the trips below, 

call DSN 423-3884 or CIV 065-44-3883.

• Paris, Mar. 12. Spend the day exploring the many classic landmarks of Paris, including the Eiffel 
Tower, Champs Elysées, the Louvre, Notre Dame... Price: €45.  Departs SHAPE at 7 a.m. and 
returns at 11:30 p.m. Register early as trip fills up quickly.

• Morocco, Mar. 6-13, including Fez, Marrakech, Casablanca, Meknes and more. Escape the cold 
and experience this once in a lifetime trip to exotic and magical Morocco. This package includes: 
Airport transfers, Airfares (to Casablanca and from Marrakech), 5 star hotel in Casablanca for 
1 night, 5 star hotel in Fes for 3 nights, Tent Camp for 1 night, 5 star hotel in Marrakech for 2 
nights, All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and all excursions and city tours Price: €1995 
Single Room, €1698 Double/Twin Room, €1585 Triple Room. All prices are per person. Register 
quickly as trip is more than halfway sold out.

• London, Mar. 19.  Join us for a day of free time in the city of endless attractions: Buckingham 
Palace, Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, Trafalgar Square, 
Tower Bridge, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Museums, and the 
West End theatre district.  Price: € 65. Departs SHAPE 
at 6 a.m. and returns at 1:30 a.m. (Sunday).

• Windsor Castle, Mar. 26.  Windsor Castle is the largest 
and oldest occupied castle in the world and is one 
of the official residences of the Queen. The castle’s 
dramatic site holds 900 years of British history. Come 
enjoy a day at the castle and free time to explore the 
city of Windsor.  Prices: €85 Adult, €75 Children (5-
17), €65 Children 0-4 Departs SHAPE at 5:30 a.m. and 
returns at 11 p.m.

11-14 March
• Garden fair in Tournai, at Tournai expo on Rue du Follet. Open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance fee is €4 

per person.
13 March

• Bruce Springsteen Tribute in Mons, at the Lotto Mons expo, on Avenue Thomas Edison. Book your ticket 
now (€20 per person plus booking fee) by calling 090040850, or visiting www.lottomonsexpo.be and click 
on concerts.

20 March
• Dead Man's Ridge Walk - Historical walk for 6 or 16 km in Flamierge near Bastogne. 
This 3rd edition of the walk honoring the members of the 17th Airborne Division will follow the 
footsteps of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment. Departure will be at Flamierge after a small 
ceremony to be held at the 17th Airborne DIvision monument at 9:30 a.m. Registration for the 
walk is €5 and includes a drink, a certificate and insurance.  Payment will be made by Mar. 
5 to "101st Airborne Belgium" , account 732-0005542-64  with mention of a name and the 
number of participants. The walk is organized by the 101st Airborne Division Belgian Friendly.  
For additional information, contact the association via email at 17thairbornewalk@gmail.com.

26 March
• Puzzle tournament in Brugelette, at the sports hall on Rue Gabrielle Petit. Two individuals per team. Con-

test starts at 2 p.m. Participation fees are between €8 and €16. Information and registration by calling 
068/65.84.24 or email ciles@skynet.be.

A
rchive Photos

Windsor Castle - Mar. 26
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CARNAVAL IN BELGIUM

4 – 6 March
• Carnaval in Bastogne – Pat’Carnaval

 - March 4. Parade in the city starts at 6 p.m. Free concert at 10 p.m. on Place Merceny.
 - March 5. Children’s day. Entertainment for kids on Place Merceny starts at 2 p.m. Carnaval ball.
 - March 6. Traditional carnaval parade downtown Bastogne starts at 2 p.m.

5 March
• Carnaval in Basècles - The procession leaves the Grand'Place at 2:30 p.m. and parade in the streets of the 

city. Gathering for the kids at 4:30 p.m. on the Grand'Place. Final gathering and fi reworks on the Grand' Place 
at 10:30 p.m.

• Carnaval in Chièvres
 - 1 p.m.: Gathering on the main square for the children's parade and the 

local band.
 - 5:30 p.m.: Nonoss the clown will entertain young and old in the Salle du 

Cercle Notre Dame on the main square  
5 - 8 March

• Carnaval in Malmedy, known as Cwarme
 - March 5, at 10 a.m., the ‘Grosse Police’ announces the beginning of the 

festivities all over the city. The folkloric parade leaves Place Albert I at 4 p.m.
 - March 6 - Dance of the Haguète (main character of the carnaval) at 1 p.m. 

on Place Albert I and departure of the carnaval parade with 2,500 partici-
pants at 1:30 p.m. Final gathering at 6:30 p.m. on Place Albert I.

 - March 7 - Role-playing day starts at 11 a.m. with satirical shows on moving 
stages and actors’ parade.

 - March 8 - Starting at 2 p.m., the carnaval societies go around town all 
afternoon. At 7 p.m., burning of the Haguète on Place Albert I, symbolizing 
the end of the winter.

6 - 8 March
• Carnaval in Binche - This world famous carnaval, now on the UNESCO world 

heritage list, dates back to the 16th century.
 - March 6 - Colorful day where the future Gilles wear fancy costumes. Parade starts at 3 p.m. from the train station.
 - March 7 - Children’s day. On Monday, the fest is traditionally more private, gathering the locals who will go from 

pub to pub and from pub to friends house dancing here and there on the streets. At about 3 p.m., the youth gathers 
and dance to the music of the drums heading to the Grand’Place.  At about 7 p.m., they all watch the fi reworks.

 - March 8 - Fat Tuesday. Only on Tuesday, the “Gilles” are allowed to wear their Gilles costume. The day starts 
in the very early hours with the dressing after which they will go from house to house. At about 7 a.m., they 
gather at the train station. At 9:30 a.m., reception at the City Hall. The Gilles wear their traditional mask. Parade 
starts at 3:30 p.m. on Avenue Charles Deliège and heads to the Grand Place. The Gilles wear their impressive 
hats covered with ostrich feathers (weather permitting) and offers hundreds of oranges. Torchlight procession 
and fi nal gathering on the Grand Place around 7:30 p.m.

6 - 13 March
• Carnaval in Amay

 - March 6. Procession downtown the city starts at 2:30 p.m. with more than 1,000 participants.
 - March 7, 2 p.m. Costume ball and animations for children downtown Amay.
 - March 8, 2 p.m. Folk race of the bartenders downtown Amay.
 - March 13, 7 p.m. Fireworks on the site of the Roman Tower, on Rue de l’Industrie.

7 March
• Carnaval in Jemappes - Carnaval parade for children departs from the train station at 2 p.m. with the participa-

tion of the local giants and folkloric and musical groups.
12 March

• Carnabruxelas in Brussels, at Tour & Taxis on 86c Avenue du Port. Brussels will dance on the Brazilian rhythm 
for a Rio-like carnaval. Starts at 9 p.m. Entrance fee is €15.

The “Haguète” is nothing without its 
“hape-tchâr” (fl esh-snatcher), a pair 
of wooden articulated tongs that are 
used to grab the legs of those who are 
watching and not let them go until they 
kneel and say they’re sorry. 
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CARNAVAL IN BELGIUM I Continued

12 - 15 March
• Carnaval in Nivelles

 - March 12, at 2:30 p.m., carnaval parade for children downtown Nivelles. Departure from the Gare 
de l’Est.

 - March 13, at 2 p.m., carnaval parade departs from the Gare de l’Est to the Waux Hall. Participation 
of more than 700 Gilles, folkloric and musical groups. Final gathering downtown at 6 p.m.

 - March 14, from 2 to 4 p.m., carnaval for the local schools. At 7:30 p.m., carnaval parade starts from 
the Place Emile de Lalieu. At 9:30 p.m., final gathering on the Grand Place and burning of the humps.

 - March 15, Fireworks on the Grand'Place at 8 p.m.
25 - 27 March

• Carnaval in Arlon 
 - March 25, Dance party on Plaine des Manoeuvres at 9 p.m. Free 

entrance.
 - March 26, at 1:30 p.m., children’s parade downtown Arlon. At 2 

p.m., fancy dress party for children on Place Léopold and joyous 
entry of the Prince Carnaval in the streets of Arlon with the Gilles. 
Dance party at 9:30 p.m. on Place des Manoeuvres. Entrance fee 
is €5.

 - March 27, at 2:30 p.m., carnaval parade downtown Arlon. Burning 
of the humps on the Grand'Place at 9 p.m.

2 - 4 April
• Carnaval in Stavelot – Laetare. The "Blanc Moussi", which means "clad in white", is the symbol of the 

carnaval. They wear a bed sheet and a white pillow and a pointed carrot-nosed mask.
 - April 2. Humoristic parade downtown starts at 8:30 p.m. Carnaval ball at the Stavelot abbey at 10 p.m.
 - April 3. Parade downtown Stavelot starts at 2 p.m. and ends with the final gathering of the Blanc-

Moussis on Place St Remacle. Fireworks at 9 p.m. 
 - April 4. Parade with folkloric and musical groups at 3 p.m.

3 April
• Carnaval in Welkenraedt – Laetare. The parade starts from Rue Grande Bruyère at 1 p.m. and includes 

more than 100 groups. Numerous animations on Place des Combattants.
3 - 5 April

• Carnaval in La Louvière. – Laetare. 
 - April 3, the Gilles gather on the Place Communale around noon and start throwing oranges. Fireworks 

on the Place Communale at 9 p.m.
 - April 4, the parade leaves the Placard du Hocquet at 4 p.m., heading to the Place Mansart for the 

final gathering and dance. The Gilles wear their hats covered with ostrich feathers (weather permit-
ting) and offer hundreds of oranges.

 - April 5, the parade starts at 2 p.m. The Gilles parade together with other characters wearing fancy and 
colorful costumes. One of the most important moments of the day is the burning of the humps all over 
the town as of 9:45 p.m. Location depends of the Gilles society (Place Mansart, Place Maugretout, …) 

10 April
• Carnaval in Rebecq. The spring carnaval starts at 2 p.m. from the main square at Quenast up to the main 

square at Rebecq. Final gathering and burning of the humps at 8 p.m. on the main square at Rebecq. 
24 - 26 April

• Cavalcade in Jemappes. 
 - April 24 - Parade starts at 2 p.m. in the streets of Jemappes and continues until the fireworks at 9:30 

p.m. on the Grand'Place.
 - April 25 - Is the most important day. Large carnaval parade with participation of the Gilles starts at 3 

p.m. from the Avenue du Roi Albert. Several parades and activities all afternoon. At 9:30 p.m., final 
torchlight parade and final gathering of the Gilles on the Grand'Place followed by fireworks. 

 - April 26, at 9:30 p.m., burning of the humps on the Grand'Place.
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28 February
• Fitness Challenge begins and will run until Jun. 27. For additional in-

formation and to schedule your fitness assessment, call DSN 361-5643 
or civilian 068-275643. 

1 March
• Play Morning - sponsored by ACS New Parent Support Program. This 

program is offered every Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the CYSS 
Teen Center, Bldg. 503, SHAPE. No pre-registration is required. Parents 
and their children (0-3 years) play together in a group setting. The pro-
gram teaches parents developmentally appropriate play to help children 
improve their social, cognitive, and motor skills.  No pre-registration 
is required. Open to all U.S., SHAPE and NATO ID cardholders. For more information, call ACS 
at DSN 423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274.

• Coffee Connection - If you are new to the community or you are separated from your sponsor due to TDY 
or deployment, join us for a cup of coffee, friendly conversation, and find out more about living in Belgium 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Chièvres Army Lodge breakfast room. For more information, call ACS at 423-
4332 or civilian 065-44-4332.

• Anger and Conflict Management, Part 1 - At Bldg. 318, SHAPE from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  Focuses on build-
ing skills that will support positive relationships at work, home and community. Please register by calling 
ACS at DSN 423-5263 or civilian 065-44-5263.

2 March
• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets on Wednesdays 

from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Religious Support Center, Bldg. 353 (behind Bldg. 318 - AFN, ACS, entrance is 
in the back of the building). For more information, contact DSN 423-2474 or civilian 065-44-2474.

• Infant Massage Class - Meets every Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the SHAPE Healthcare Facility second floor 
conference room. Expectant mothers and mothers with newborns and up are welcome.  Mats and oils are 
provided. No pre-registration is required.  Open to all U.S., NATO and SHAPE ID cardholders. Call ACS DSN 
423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274 for more information.

• Preschool Story Time - Meets from 10 to 10:30 a.m. at the SHAPE International Library and helps pre-
schoolers build confidence, learn socialization skills ane make friends.  There is no fee for this program.

• Make the Right Move - ACS Relocation Program held at Bldg. 318, SHAPE from 2 to 3 p.m. and provides 
information to assist people departing from SHAPE/Chièvres to other locations.  Additional information 
about the new location is also provided.  Open to all U.S. cardholders.  Call DSN 423-4332 or civilian 065-
44-4332 to sign up.

• Sponsorship Class - At Bldg. 318, SHAPE from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Learn from ACS Relocation Program 
how to be a great sponsor for newcomers to the Benelux.  The class equips you with practical information 
and useful resources to ease the transition to Belgium.  Call DSN 423-4332 or civilian 065-44-4332 to 
sign up.  

3 March
• Climbing at Face Nord (by reservation) - Join Outdoor Recreation staff on a trip to Face Nord, one of 

Belgium’s best indoor climbing facilities and climb or bolder your way to fitness. Departing the Chièvres 
Community Recreation Center at 6 p.m. and returning by 10 p.m. Transportation is $5 Climbing Fee €8-15 
(price varies with equipment needs) . Minimum four persons.  Reservations must be made at least one 
week ahead.

• AFTB Phase 4: "Laying the Foundation for an Effective Military Family" from 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. in the 
ACS Training Room, Bldg. 318, SHAPE. These one-day concept blocks are designed to build strong minds, 
improve resiliency and enhance leadership skills. Each session focuses on a different aspect of personal 
resiliency. Pre-registration is required by the Monday before each concept block. Call DSN 423-5324 or 
civilian 065-44-5324 to register.

4 March
• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets from 4:30 to 

5:30 p.m. at the Religious Support Center, Bldg. 353 (behind Bldg. 318 - AFN, ACS entrance is in the back 
of the building). For more information, contact DSN 423-2474 or civliian 065-44-2474.

UPCOMING
14 March

• Newcomers' Briefing - Briefing will be held at the Library, Chièvres Recreation Center, Chièvres Air Base 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Fitness Challenge starts Feb. 28
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AT USAG BRUSSELS
All ACS services and classes are open to the tri-Mission Community and are free. 
March 5 

• Mardi Gras masquerade starting at 7:30 p.m at the 3 Star Lounge.  Live music by Article 5, followed by a DJ.  $5 cover.  
Free Cajun snacks and beads.  Wear your Mardi Gras mask and favorite Mardi Gras colors.  18 years and over welcome.

March 17
• St Patrick's Day celebration starting at 5 p.m.at the 3 Star Lounge with Irish food, drinks, dancing and green everything.

FITNESS CLASSES
All classes are held at the USAG Brussels Fitness Center in Bldg. 3 and are free of charge. For more information, call 
02-717-9667.

• New: Big Will's Body Shop - Big Will's functional-styled workout session uses a variety of equipment that will 
challenge your muscles and raise your heart rate. Let Big Will's intense low-impact cardio intervals help kick your 
calorie burn into a higher gear. Body Shop sessions will be offered from 1 to 2 p.m. and from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
every Mon, Wed and Fri.

• Body Pump - Every Sat from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and every Tue from 6 to 7 p.m., 
• Spin Class - Every Mon and Thu from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
• Yoga - Every Mon, Wed and Fri from 10 to 11 a.m.
• Individualized Strength Training - Every Tue and Thu from 1 to 2 p.m. 
• Step Aerobics - Every Wed, Fri from 6 to 7 p.m.
• Zumba - Every Sat from 11 a.m. to noon and every Mon from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

The Fitness Center is open Mon-Fri from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat and Sun from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Holiday hours are 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, call the Fitness Center at DSN 368-9667. 

CYSS
• All youth who wish to participate in CYS activities, to 

include special openings, classes and sports, must be 
registered for CYS services.  For more information, or 
to sign up, contact the offi ce at DSN 368-9649.  All 
registered school age children are eligible for four free 
hours of care each week.

• If you’re looking for a job, CYS is looking for you.  Openings 
are available immediately for a CYPA in middle school 
teens, a cook and a maintenance worker.  For more 
information, check out the Army Vacancy Announce-
ment Board or contact Paula Cabrera at DSN 368-9651.

2 March  
• Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  Seussical Week Celebration is 

Feb. 28-Mar 4.  Dr. Seuss fun in CDC and SAS.
4 March 

• Dr. Seuss Dodgeball from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Com-
munity Gym.  Sign up by Feb. 25. Free for high school 
students, food available, create your own team (5 people 
per team), highly recommended you dress up as a Dr. 
Seuss character.

7-11 March
• Commune school break.  CDC open extended hours 

for dual-working parents.  Sign up to reserve your spot.  
16 March

• Social networking awareness from 6 to 8 p.m.  Free 
event, limited childcare available in CYS, $4 per hour.  
This will help you if your child is asking you for a Twitter 
or Face Book or MySpace account.  Find out how to 
protect your computer from viruses, worms, spyware 
and any other threats.  Teach your teen that what is 
posted online stays online forever and employers or 
colleagues can read about it forever.  Join us for this 
free, informative and fun seminar and learn more about 
the fabulous and exciting world of social networking.  

• Check weather, listen to forecasts.  
• Winterize your car.  
• Plan trip ahead and tell friends where you’re going 

and time of arrival.  
• Visibility - see and be seen (lights, fog lights, reflective 

items for pedestrians).  
• Use public transportation. 
• Reduce speed on icy roads.  
• No alcohol.  
• Use seatbelts for all occupants.  

Get the whole family out to celebrate St. Patrick's Day by 
participating in this 5K - 10K run/walk. The run starts and 
fi nishes at the Foret de Soignes in Auderghem.
Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: GPS coordinates: latitude 50.808498° - longitude 
4.446673°
Packet Pick Up: You will be able to pick up your route map 
beginning at  8 a.m. on race morning.
Race Parking: Please allow extra time.
Fees* N/A
Early Registration: ongoing at the Fitness Center
Race Day Registration: begins at 8 a.m.
Contact the USAG Brussels Fitness Center at 02-717-9667


