
Monday, April 26, 2011
Volume 4, Issue 16

SHAPE Intenational Library
Short Story Contest Winners
6-8th Grade
Winner: An Old Foe by Beatriz Mar-
tinez-Esparza Ordonez, 8th grade, 
Spain

Honorable Mention: The Best Easter 
Ever by Eric M. Bub, 7th grade, U.S.

Honorable Mention: Iron: A Mod-
ern Faery Tale, by Colin Mylrea, 8th 
grade, Canada

9-10th Grade
Winner: A Comma in the Story of Life, 
Annelise Blanchard, 10th grade, U.S.

Honorable Mention: The Garden-
ers, Faith DuBose, 9th grade, U.S.
Open House and 
Wiener Roaster
USAG Benelux is holding an open 
house today at 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at SHAPE Bldg 212
Soignies Tour
The City of Soignies Alderwoman 
of Tourism, Mrs. Sandra Volante in-
vites the Chièvres, NATO and SHAPE 
community to tour the city May 7th. 
For booking and payment, contact 
the SHAPE Liaison Office at DSN 
423-3339, civilian 065/44.33.39 
or by email at didier.parmentier@
shape.nato.int, or the USAG Benelux 
Public Affairs Office at DSN 361-
5419, civilian 068/27.54.29 or by 
email at dlima-e-beneluxpao@eur.
army.mil. 
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Joe Manning, USAG Benelux Deputy Garrison Commander, plants a Tulip Tree with the help 
of community children at Chièvres Air Base to celebrate Earth Day 2011. See more Earth 
Day photos from Chièvres and Brussels on page 3.
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AFN Europe Wins 11 DoD Broadcast Awards
by George A. Smith, AFN Europe Public Affairs

AFN Europe dominated the 2010 DoD Thomas Jefferson 
broadcast excellence awards, by winning 11 of 17 catego-
ries.  The results were announced this week.

“Many of our awards resulted from us giving people more 
of the travel, high school sports and human interest sto-
ries they want,” says AFN Europe Commander Colonel Bill 
Bigelow.  “And we’re ratcheting it up.  Starting in May, AFN 
will air 16 fresh short travel pieces every month!” 

The Outstanding new DoD Broadcaster of the Year, A1C 
Tori Fleck of AFN Benelux, had a travel story on a beach 
in Belgium and a feature on a Belgian Octoberfest in her 
winning Outstanding New DoD Broadcaster of the Year 
submission. Other winning entries included SCUBA diving in 
Italy, playing high school football in Germany and a puffing 
through aerobics in Belgium.  

Radio entertainment program: 
Midday Show with Mark Weeks, Mark Weeks, AFN Europe 
(Vicenza, Italy)

Radio spot production: 
AFN FAQS, Gerard Cormier, AFN Kaiserslautern

Radio feature report: 
Booty Camp, Luke Burns, AFN Benelux

Radio sports report: 
Final Home Game, Lance Milsted, AFN Heidelberg

Radio newscast: 
Benelux Radio Update, AFN Benelux

Radio information program: 
Mannheim Bison Final Home gGame, AFN Heidelberg

Television information program: 
Europass Outdoor Recreation Scuba, AFN Europe (Vicenza, 
Italy)

Television news report: 
Memorial Day with 101st, Sean Patrick, AFN Benelux 

Regional television newscast: 
Air Force Prime Time, Regional News Bureau, Ramstein Air 
Base

Television newsbreak: 
Primetime 2-minute Report, SSgt Jason David, USAF, AFN 
Europe, Regional News Bureau, Ramstein Air Base

Outstanding new broadcaster: 
Airman 1st Class Tori Fleck, AFN Benelux, Belgium 

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY OR BEHAVIOR
SHAPE/CHIEVRES – DSN 361-5301 or civilian 
068-27-5301
SHAPE Police Desk - DSN 423-3333/3334 or civilian 065-44-
3333/3334
BRUSSELS – DSN 368-9769 or civilian 02-717-9769. 
LOCAL POLICE - Dial 112.
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Earth Day Earth Day 
20112011

(right) Community children com-
plete the planting of the Tulip Tree 
on Chièvres Air Base.  After the tree 
planting participants and spectators 
took one of three environmental 
hines around the base.

(right) Six graders from the Brussels 
American School build bird houses during 
the April 20 Earth Day celebration.  The 
bird houses will be installed at the Ster-
rebeek annex and near the Child Care 
Center on SHAPE. 
(below) Donna McVicker, 8th grade sci-
ence teacher, helps her students painting 
bird houses during the April 20 Earth 
Day celebration at the Brussels Ameri-
can School.
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Needs Assessment
The USAG Benelux Family Advocacy Program Annual Needs 
Assessment Survey is available on line now. Responses to 
the needs assessment help guide planning education and 
prevention activities for the USAG Benelux Community. Use 
the following to link to give  your input on the communities 
needs. http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BeneluxFAPNeed-
sAssessment.
For further information or questions call ACS Family Advocacy 
Program at DSN 423-5623 or Civ: 065-445263.
Army Emergency Relief Campaign
The annual campaign runs through May 15 and helps ac-
tive duty Soldiers, retirees, Army National Guard and Army 
Reserve Soldiers in need of financial assistance. 
AER provides interest free loans and grants to help pay for 
essential needs. AER also  provides education scholarships 
to Family Members. Funding for the program comes from 
voluntary donations by Soldiers and civilians, plus invest-
ments made by AER. 
Tax deductable contributions can be made by contacting your 
unit representative, Campaign Coordinator, DSN 361-6334 
or DSN 423-4332 or online at www.aerhq.org.. 
Bus Driver Job Opening
USAG Benelux FMWR, Services Division, is seeking a con-
tractor to drive buses on trips.   The driver must have a Bel-
gian, class D license.  The person will be an on-call driver. 
If interested, call DSN 361-5508 or civilian 068-27-5508.
Radars
28 April
Ghislenghien, Chaussée de Grammont
Meslin-l'Evêque, Chaussée de Bruxelles
Villers-Saint-Amand, Chaussée de Tournai 
Ath, Chaussée de Mons
Silly, Chaussée de Ghislenghien
Silly, Chaussée d’Ath
Lens, Rue du Calvaire

Sunday worship service schedule
SHAPE/Chièvres area
9 a.m. – Catholic Mass at SHAPE Chapel
10:15 a.m. - Anglican service at SHAPE Chapel
11:45 a.m. – Contemporary Protestant service at SHAPE 
Chapel
For additional information, contact the Chaplain's Office 
at DSN 361-5381
Jewish Community Liaison: contact DSN 423-4938
Muslim Community Liaison: contact DSN 368-9814

Catholic Mass
Each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 11:45 
a.m. at the Daumerie American Chapel and 
Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at the SHAPE Chapel.

Brussels area
10:30 a.m. – Protestant service at Chaussée de Louvain 
13, St. Stevens Woluwe

Jurbise, Route d’Ath
29 April
Chièvres, Drève du Chasseur
Vaudignies, Chaussée de Saint Ghislain
Silly, Chaussée de Soignies
Lens, Rue Philogone Darras
Volunteer Opportunity
The USAG Benelux Public Affairs Office is looking for volun-
teers. Volunteers can assist with photography and writing 
news and features, as well as help plan and support com-
munity events. For more information contact Keith Houin 
at DSN 361-5910 or Civ 068-27-5910. You can also email 
at dlima-e-beneluxpao@eur.army.mil.
  

WHAT:  Holocaust Days Of Remembrance

WHO:  SHAPE and Chievres Communities

WHERE:  Chievres Gymnasium

WHEN:  2 May 2011, 1000-1300

THEME:  Justice And Accountability  In The Face 
Of Genocide: What Have We Learned?

RSVP:  SGT Muhammad at mm.muhammad@
eur.army.mil or  
361-5311
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by Robert Szostek, USEUCOM Customs PAO 
U.S. personnel stationed overseas can ship vehicles to the 

United States free of federal tax and duty. This exemption 
means big savings if you meet three conditions. You must 
take physical possession of the vehicle prior to shipment, 
have valid PCS orders and import it for personal use. How-
ever, it does not exempt you from state taxation.

“Most people who miss out on the exemption do not take 
physical possession of the vehicle before shipment,” said 
Bill Johnson, director of the European Command's Customs 
and Border Clearance Agency. “If you have a car shipped 
directly from the factory, you risk having to pay the 2.5 
percent federal import duty,” he added.   

Registering a vehicle is the best way to show possession, 
but you can also prove it by simply putting a copy of your 
movement orders in the glove compartment.   

Second, you must have a set of official change of station 
orders in hand before shipping a vehicle. The exemption is 

U.S. personnel can save tax on imported vehicles
not for people on extended leave or temporary duty.   

Third, the vehicle must be for your personal use or for 
use by immediate family members. 

“If you had six dependents of driving age,” Johnson ex-
plained, “you could justify importing seven vehicles duty-
free; one for each of them and one for yourself.” However, 
it is illegal to use the exemption to import vehicles for third 
parties or in order to sell them.  

People importing vehicles as part of a PCS can save fed-
eral duties and taxes, but state taxes on imported vehicles 
can be high. 

You can obtain state tax information from the relevant 
department of motor vehicles and Internet links to these 
can be found at http://www.hqusareur.army.mil/rmv/state-
side_dmvs.htm.  

Call a military customs office to find out more about 
federal customs exemptions or your local transportation 
office to learn about shipping procedures and fees.

by Robert Szostek, USEUCOM Customs PAO 
Americans in Europe must beware of European car dealers 

who offer to convert cars or motorcycles to U.S. standards. 
You stand to lose a lot of money if you try to ship a vehicle 
“converted” in Europe to the States.   

The Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) only accept work done 
by licensed companies in the United States, not the work 
of individuals or overseas companies. U.S. Customs can 
easily check vehicle identification numbers to detect phony 
conversions.  

“It is tempting to try to save some money by doing work 
here in Europe,” said Bill Johnson, director of the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command's Customs and Border Clearance Agency. 
But overseas conversions are not licensed by U.S. agencies. 
However, vehicles rebuilt by the original manufacturer to U.S. 
specifications can be imported with the proper documents. 

 Under EPA regulations, nonconforming vehicles less than 
21 years old may only enter the United States through an 

independent commercial importer. 
These vehicles must be tested and adapted to the emis-

sion standards in effect at the time of production. Vehicles 
that are 21 years old or older do not require EPA tests or 
conversions.   

DOT requires shippers of nonconforming vehicles to sign 
a contract with a registered import company that must 
certify in advance that it can convert the model to U.S. 
safety standards. 

The owner must also post a bond for one and a half times 
the vehicle's dutiable value. “Vehicles over 25 years old 
do not need conversion to U.S. safety, bumper and theft 
prevention standards,” Johnson added.   

“Shipping, paperwork and conversions cost between 
$6,500 and $25,000 per vehicle.” he added.   

Get the “Importing a Car” pamphlet from a military customs 
office for more information on shipping foreign vehicles. Or 
consult the military customs Web site at www.hqusareur.
army.mil/opm/cars.htm.

Don't lose money with overseas car conversion

Get Benelux news and important 
garrison information on the 

Benelux Live blog
Like us on Facebook at get the 
latest events and news stories

View and download Benelux photos on flickr
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Education
University of Maryland
UMUC Europe is now scheduling student appointments to 
meet with a member of our Academic Advising Team on 
May 12, 2011.  
Reasons to see an Academic Advisor:

• Go over your Degree Progress Report together.
• See how transfer work will come into your UMUC Degree.
• Explore different majors and/or minors.
• Receive information regarding college level testing.
• Discuss residency, upper level, G.P.A. and requirements.
• Explore resources regarding your chosen career field.

Appointments are first come, first serve.  If you are look-
ing to have face to face time to talk about your academic 
advising issues, be sure to sign up with your Field Rep at 
DSN 423-5173.
CYSS New Classes coming up
 Parent & Child music class - Introduction to music 
for children and their parents. A great way to connect with 
your child and at the same time learn about music instru-
ments such as the flute, the guitar and the piano. This class 
will meet twice a week - in the morning.
 Flute class - Flute lessons for beginner, intermedi-
ate and advanced students. We will have group classes and 
also one-on-one lessons. For more information call Parent 
Central Services Office at DSN 423-5612 or civilian 065-
44-5612.

University of Oklahoma
The University of Oklahoma is accepting applications for 
Master of Arts in International Relations. Accelerated class 
and program format.  
On-site and online classes are available.  No GRE require-
ments.  
For more information, call DSN 423-3654 or civilian 065-
44-3654.
Central Texas College
Central Texas College offers online classes leading to an 
Associate’s degree or certificate in Criminal Justice, Early 
Childhood Professions, Applied Management/Military Science, 
Hospitality Management and certificates for Fire Science.
Active Parenting for Stepfamilies
Fridays , May 6, 13, 20, 27, from 1130 -1300 at  Army 
Community Service, Building 318, SHAPE.
Learn about the following topics:

• Stepfamily Living: A Different Parenting Challenge
• Turing Differences into Opportunities
• From Anger & Power Struggles to Courage & Self-Esteem
• The Challenge of Discipline
• Stepfamily Communication and Problem Solving

Call Army Community Service at DSN: 423-5324 or 5263 
to register.
For question contact the Family Advocacy Program at DSN: 
423-5263 or Civ: 065-44.5263. 

BELGIAN NEWS 
By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

Another criminal fire at Imagix
A fire of criminal origin occurred last week at the Chi-

nese restaurant in the Imagix complex.  This fire is just a 
couple of months after the first one at Imagix which was 
of criminal origin as well and at which one fireman was 
killed.  Although the damages are this time limited, some 
businesses that re-opened only 10 days ago, had to close 
again in order to clean.

Arts Loi metro station                                                               
As of 26 April and until 2013, the Arts Loi metro station 

will undergo major renovations.  The works, estimated at 30 
million Euros, should not disrupt the metro traffic but the 
traffic around the Arts Loi metro station may be adversely 
affected.  It is the first renovation since 1969 for this busi-
est metro stop in Brussels with 140,000 users each day.

First ship from Japan
The first ship coming from Japan since the nuclear acci-

dent happened, arrived in the port of Zeebrugge last week 
–  it had left Japan on March 15, i.e. a few days after the 
tsunami.

Zeebrugge port workers refused to unload  the ship of 
its 6,000 Toyota cars for fear of radioactivity.  The Belgian 
Agency for Nuclear Control had to urgently check the ship 

but no signs of radioactivity were reported.
Social benefits in belgium
There is a considerable increase of citizens from Eastern 

Europe, especially Romanians, Poles, and Bulgarians who 
come to Belgium and register as self-employed, which under 
EU law gives them the right to stay longer than 3 months. 
There are about 250 East Europeans who do that every 
month and the objective is to ultimately receive welfare 
benefits. Once registered as self employed, they register 
with a social insurance office, which enables them to get 
registered on the register of foreigners legally living in Bel-
gium, after which they quickly cancel their registration as 
self-employed and apply for welfare benefits.  Two out of 
three East European registered as self-employed in Belgium 
is actually a fraud and State Secretary for the Fight against 
Fraud has reinforced the procedure and controls, which 
seems to be working, with two thirds of the requests now 
being turned down for fraud.

Asylum seekers                                                                   
This week, an Airbus of the Belgian Army is to repatriate 

60 asylum seekers who had their application to stay in 
Belgium rejected. The people involved will be sent back to 
their country of origin, Nigeria and Congo.

BELGIAN NEWS 
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28 April – 1 May
• Art Brussels – International contemporary art fair in Brussels at Brussels Expo, on 1 Place de Belgique. 

Open from noon to 7 p.m. Entrance fee is €15 per person. For additional information, visit www.artbrussels.be.
29 – 30 April

• Eva’s Legacy – historical walking route in Chièvres. Departures from the Grand'Place at 7:30 p.m., 8:15 
p.m. or 9 p.m. on both days. The route is about 1.6 km and tour will take approximately 2hrs30. Some 250 
comedians, pageants, dancers, singers, etc. will be participating and show Eva's legacy at 8 stages that 
will be set up along the route. The Chièvres square will turn into a medieval camp. Entrance fee is €12 or 
€10 on pre-sale at the Chièvres bookstore on Rue Saint Jean, at the Chièvres Tourism Office on the square, 
or at the Palace on the Ath Grand Place. For additional information, call 068/26.99.99.

29 April – 1 May
• Plants and garden festival in Lasne, at the Aywiers Gardens of the former Cistercian abbey on 14, Rue de 

l’Abbaye. With the participation of more than 180 Belgian and foreign garden professionals. Open from 1 to 
6:30 p.m. April 29, and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. April 30 and May 1. Entrance fee is €8 per day. Free entrance 
for kids under 14.

• A farm downtown Ath, on the Grand'Place. Visit a small farm on the main 
square or purchase some of the local farmers' products from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. all three days. 

30 April
• Belgian beer and cheese festival at SHAPE, at the Events Centre (bldg 

303). Open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free entrance.
• Bicycle event Mons-Chimay-Mons. Departs from the school Les Ursu-

lines on Boulevard Kennedy. Bike wash and showers are available. Three 
categories: 

 - Bicyle ride for 205, 155, 115, 80, 55 or 20 km. Departs from 6:30 to 
7:30 a.m. for the 205 km route, from 7 to 9 a.m. for the 155 km route 
and from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the other routes. Participation fees 
range between €1.5 and €5. 

 - Mountain bike ride for 75, 65, 50 or 28 km. Departs from 8 to 9 a.m. 
for the 75 km route and from 8 to 10:30 a.m. for the other routes. 
Participation fees range between €2 and €5. 

 - Family bicycle ride for 20 km in the Mons area. Free registration at 
9:30 a.m. and departure at 10 a.m.

Through 8 May
• International Flower Exhibition in Groot Bijgaarden, at the Castle of Groot-Bijgaarden, on 5, Van Bev-

erenstraat. Around 400 types of tulips, hyacinths, daffodils and other grape hyacinths, pansies, azaleas 
and rhododendrons will be presented to the public in the 14 hectares castle park. The visitors can dis-
cover new creations by flower growers as well as the most beautiful varieties which have become great 
classics. Open every day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Entrance fees are €10 per adult, €5 per child between 
6 and 14 and free for kids under 6. For additional information, visit www.grandbigard.be.

Through 9 May
• Royal greenhouses of Laeken open to the public, on Avenue du Parc Royal. A winter garden created to 

fulfill Leopold II’s dream, the greenhouses are filled with rare flowers and exotic trees. Entrance fee is 
€2.50. Open on:

      - Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
      - Friday from 1 to 4 p.m. and from 8 to 10 p.m.;
      - Saturday and Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8 to 10 p.m.
      - 19 April reserved for disabled people. Closed on Mondays (except April 25) and on April 26.
Through 20 May

• Keukenhof, the Netherlands. This year’s theme at the famous bulb flowers park is “Germany, Land of 
Poets and Philosophers.” Keukenhof is located at Stationsweg, 166a at 2161 AM Lisse, the Netherlands. 
Open daily from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Front desk closed at 6 p.m. Entrance fees are €14,50 per person 
and €7 for children between 4 and 11. Parking fee is €6. This year’s highlights are:

 - April 1-3: Traditional Dutch costumes festival
 - April 8-10: Summer-flower bulb market
 - April 16: Flower parade
 - April 21-25: Vincent Van Gogh’s flower mosaic. For additional information, visit www.keukenhof.nl. 
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30 April Continued
• Leuze-en-Folie street festival in Leuze. Street festival (concerts, arts and craft, make-up for kids,…) starts 

at 5 p.m.
• Flea market in La Bouverie, on Rue de l’Industrie. Open from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Mountain bike ride in Mons for 75, 60, 50 or 25 km. Departure is from the Ursulines school on Boulevard 

Kennedy from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Participation fees range between €3 and €5. Bike wash and showers are 
available.

• Mountain bike ride in Anvaing for 45, 20 or 10 km. Departure is from the school on 32a, Rue du Carnoy 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

30 April – 8 May
• Amaryllis Festival in Beloeil, at the Château de Beloeil on Rue du Château at Beloeil.. 3,000 flowers in 

many bouquets, divided over the lounges, dining rooms, ceremonial rooms and in the library of the castle 
of Beloeil. Open every day from 10 a.m. 6 p.m. Entrance fee is €9. For additional information, visit www.
chateaudebeloeil.com.

1 May
• Flower market (100 booths) and fl ea market in Brussels (For-
est), on Place Albert and Avenue de Jupiter. Open from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m.
• Flea market (350 booths) in Brussels (Laeken), on Rue Emile 
Wauters. Open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• The biggest fl ea market (750 booths) in Brussels (Ixelles), on 
Boulevard de la Plaine. Open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
• Flea market (350 booths) in Goegnies-Chaussée, on Rue de la 
Chaussée. Opn from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
• Flea market and arts and crafts market in Bouvignies (Ath). 
Open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Annual fl ower market (50 booths) downtown Leuze. Open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Volksmarch in Neufvilles for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the sports hall on Rue du Godimont from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Volksmarch in Huissignies for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from the sports hall on 12, Rue de l’Eglise from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Volksmarch in Saint Denis/Obourg for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is 
from the St Denis Abbey on 4, Rue de la Filature from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Volksmarch in Masnuy-Saint-Jean for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is 
from the school on 1, Rue Bois de Genly from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Mountain bike ride in Seneffe for 45, 20 or 15 km. Departure is from 
12, Place de Penne d’Agenais from 8 to 11 a.m. Participation fee is 
€5. Bike wash is available.

• Military Memorabilia fair (550 booths) in Ciney, at Ciney Expo on 3, 
Rue du Marché Couvert. Open tom 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Entrance fee is €10. 

• Brussels by water (Sailing, cycling and walking events), from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Big boat-bike-walk day for the start of the tourist shipping 
season. Numerous activities: cruises, guided or free walks and bike 
rides, visits to interesting places in the direct surroundings of the 
canal. For detailed program, visit http://www.brusselsbywater.be.

• Annual flower market (50 booths) downtown Leuze. Open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

6 May
• Flea market (400 booths) in Ghlin, on Rue du Grand Large. Open from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Flea market (150 booths) in Cuesmes, on Place de Cuesmes. Open from noon to midnight.

6 - 8 May
• Horse show in Ciney, at Ciney Expo on Rue du Marché Couvert. Open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday and 

from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Entrance fee is €10 per person.
7 May

• Mountain bike ride in Kain for 100, 85, 60 or 45 km. Departure is from Tournai Expo on 2B, Rue du Follet 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon. Participation fees range between €8 and €10. Bike wash and showers are available.

Flower market in Brussels and Leuze - 1 May 

C
ourtesy Picture

C
ourtesy Picture
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7 May Continued
• European Institutions Open Days in Brussels, on Quartier Européen. From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., visit the Euro-

pean Parliament, the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and the European Economic 
and Social Committee. For additional information, visit http://europa.eu/festivalofeurope/index_en.htm.

• Flea market (250 booths) in Morlanwelz, on Quai de la Haine. Open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Flea market (300 booths) in Thuin, on Avenue de la Couture. Open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

7 – 28 May
• Kunstenfestivaldesarts in Brussels - Theatre, music, dance, film, visual arts. This festival not only presents 

the cultural diversity of the country, but also invites a large number of foreign groups. There are a large 
number of first performances, testing out their audience for future developments. For information and book-
ing, visit www.kfda.be. 

8 May
• Volksmarch in Auderghem for 31, 22, 15, 11 or 5 km. Departure is from the school on 2 Avenue de la Sa-

blière from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Naast for 21, 12, 6 or 4 km. Departure is from 10, Rue du Moulin from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Braine-Le-Comte for 20, 10 or 5 km. Departure is from 100, Allée de la Dinzelle from 9 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Ormeignies for 20, 10 

or 5 km. Departure is from the com-
munity room on Rue du Vert Buisson 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Mountain bike ride in Overijse for 
60, 50, 35 or 25 km. Departure is 
from the soccerfield on Bredestraat 
from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Bike wash and 
showers are available.

• Mountain bike ride in Beaumont for 
45, 35, 25 or 5 km. Departure is from 
the soccerfield on Chemin de Buse 
from 7:30 to 11 a.m. Participation 
fees range between €3 and €5. Bike 
wash and showers are available.

• The Bota Nights music festival in Brussels, May 10 - 29 at the Botanique on 236, Rue Royale. The "Bota 
Nights" mark the beginning of the festival season. Mainly dedicated to live music, the "Botanique Nights" 
host artists from all continents, whatever kind of music, rock, folk, hip hop, electro... Concerts will be given 
in four different halls (le Chapiteau, l'Orangerie, la Rotonde and le Musée). Some concerts will also take 
place in the Cirque Royal on 81 Rue de l'Enseignement. For detailed program and booking, visit http://www.
botanique.be/en/les-nuits-botanique-2011-10th-may-29-nd-may-en. 

• Rock Werchter Festival, 30 June – 3 July. This is the 37th edition of this rock festival held in the Flemish 
Brabant. Featured artists include The Black Eyed Peas, Linkin Park, Underworld, Magnetic Man, Hurts, Goose 
and many more. €76 for one-day ticket on pre-sale and €195 for a four-day pass on pre-sale. For detailed 
schedule and tickets, visit www.rockwerchter.be. 

• Dour Festival, 14 – 17 July. Dour Festival in Dour (Mons area), on Site de la Machine à Feu. European al-
ternative music event for music lovers. Bands and festival-goers from all over Europe gather at Dour every 
summer. 200 bands on 7 stages and one campsite. €93 for a four-day pass (€110 camping included) on 
pre-sale. One-day ticket will be for sale later. Detailed program and tickets on www.dourfestival.be.

• Power Prog and Metal fest - PPM fest in Mons, 30 April at the Lotto Mons Expo on 2 Avenue Thomas Edison. 
2 stages, 18 bands. With the participation of Europe, Hammerfall, Edguy, … Entrance fee is €65 per person 
(€55 on pre-sale). Doors open at 10 a.m. For pre-sales location and detailed program, visit www.ppmfest.com

• Couleur Café festival in Brussels, 24-26 June. at the Tours and Taxis site on Avenue du Port 86c. Couleur 
Café is dedicated to all currents of urban music across the world including R'nB, hip hop, reggae, dub, fla-
menco, salsa, zouk, folk, pop and electronic music. Entrance is €43 per person per day (€35 on pre-sale); 
three-day pass is €76 (€91 camping included). For tickets and detailed program, visit www.couleurcafe.be.

• Musical Night in Beloeil, 27 August. This year, the evnt will feature the Brussels Philharmonic and José Van 
Dam.  More information in future editions of the Gazette.

BOOK NOW
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• Disneyland Paris, April 20 & June 2. Come experience the happiest 
place on earth. Departs SHAPE at 8 a.m. and returns at 11 p.m. 
Price: €95 Adults, €90 Youth 3-11, €50 Children 0-2.

• Amsterdam for the Queen's Birthday, April 30.  The Dutch people 
celebrate the birthday of the Queen Mother, Princess Juliana and 
many of them wear something orange in token of the royal house. 
For royalty watchers, there is a chance of a glimpse of the present 
Queen Beatrix.  Please remember that Amsterdam becomes one big 
party so please consider this when booking this trip. Price:  €40. 
Departs SHAPE at 7 a.m. and returns at midnight.

• Rhine in Flames, May 7.  The trip begins in the German city of 
Bonn for some free time to explore.  In the evening, board on a ship 
and start a cruise of the Rhine River while enjoying the scenery 
and the fireworks.  Trip includes evneing meal.  Price is €110 per 
adult, €50 for children between 0 and 3.  Departs SHAPE at 11 
a.m. and returns at 4 a.m.

• Champagne, France, May 8. Our first stop through rolling cham-
pagne country will be Reims, France. We will enjoy a guided tour of 
the Mumm Cellars followed by a champagne tasting.  Afterwards, 
we will have free time in Reims for lunch and sightseeing.  Next we 
will tour the picturesque wine fields of Hautvillers, the birthplace 
and burial of Dom Perignon. We will then have a guided tour of the 
family cellars of Vadin-Plateau for another tour and tasting.  See 
the age old custom of opening a champagne bottle with a sword. 
Price is  € 82 per adult, € 66 for children (age 3 - 17), € 50 per 
infant (age 0 - 2). Departs SHAPE at 7 a.m. and returns at 9:30 p.m.

• Paris, May 14. Come enjoy the city of lights and explore its many 
museums, shops, and restaurants.  You will have time to explore 
everything that Paris has to offer including the Eiffel Tower, Notre 
Dame Cathedral, The Louvre, the many markets and eat the fan-
tastic food available in this amazing city.  Departs SHAPE at 7 and 
returns at 11 p.m. Price: € 45.

• Castles of Luxemburg, May 21. Spend the day in three of Luxem-
burg’s most well known castles (Vianden, Bourscheid, and Beufort). 
Bring a picnic lunch and spend time with your family on this histori-
cal tour. Departs SHAPE at 7 a.m. and returns at 9:30 p.m. Price: 
€67 Adults, €60 Children (6-12), €50 Children (0-5) **Includes 
entrance to all three castles, does not include lunch. 

• Le Mont Saint Michel, May 21-22. This magnificent island built 
upon granite boulders in the sand off the coast of France has 
centuries of history. From the magnificent abbey at the top built by 
monks around 700, to the stunning twice daily tidal changes that 
are the largest in the world. Come see why this Island is a National 
treasure. Price: Double/Twin Room €180, Triple Room €170, Single 
Room €210 Departs SHAPE at 6 a.m. and returns at 8 p.m. *Prices 
are per person and include transportation, one night in a three star 
hotel, gourmet dinner, and breakfast.

• Dover and Canterbury, May 28. Explore the Dover Castle and its 
grounds and tour the war tunnels.  After lunch, visit to Canterbury, 
where you will have free time to see and explore the Cathedral, 
Canterbury Tales and other attractions.  Price: €70 Adult, €65 Child 
(5-15), €55   Child (0-4).

SHAPE Trips & Tours 
For information on the trips below, 

call DSN 423-3884 or CIV 065-44-3883.
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27 April
• Preschool Story Time - Meets from 10 to 10:30 a.m. at the SHAPE International Library and helps preschoolers 

build confi dence, learn socialization skills ane make friends.  There is no fee for this program. For more informa-
tion, call the library at DSN 423-5631 or civilian 065-44-5631.

• Infant Massage Class - Meets every Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the SHAPE Healthcare Facility second fl oor confer-
ence room.  Expectant mothers and mothers with newborns and up are welcome.  Mats and oils are provided.  No 
pre-registration is required.  Open to all U.S., NATO and SHAPE ID cardholders.  Call ACS DSN 423-4274 or civilian 
065-44-4274 for more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets on Wednesdays from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the SHAPE International Chapel, Blg. 601, room 51. Members support one another’s 12 Step recovery 
program and freely share their AA story with newcomers. Family members, friends, and anyone interested in AA are 
welcomed to attend. For recorded message with telephone contact #’s, call 049-405-8137. For English speaking 
meetings in Brussels and throughout Europe see http://www.aa-europe.net/ <http://www.aa-europe.net/> .

29 April
• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets from noon to 1 p.m. 

at the SHAPE International Chapel, Blg. 601, room 51. For recorded message with telephone contact #’s, call 
049-405-8137. For English speaking meetings in Brussels and throughout Europe see http://www.aa-europe.
net/ <http://www.aa-europe.net/> .

• Active parenting for children ages 5 to 12 - A lunch and learn series as a part of Child Abuse Prevention Month 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at ACS, Bldg. 318, SHAPE. Learn how to win cooperation with your child, how to raise 
a responsible child and how to redirect your child's misbehavior.  For more information and to register, call DSN 
423-5324/5263 or civilian 065-44-5324/5263.

New Fitness Center Hours
The following Chièvres Air Base Fitness Center hours go into effect today:  Monday - Friday from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Sunday and U.S. Holidays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., USAREUR Holidays from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
ACS New Operating Hours
The new operating hours for Army Community Services are Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Play Morning
Until further notice, the play morning classes held 
every Tuesday and every second Saturday of the month, 
have been interrupted.
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AT USAG BRUSSELS
All ACS services and classes are open to the tri-Mission Community and are free. 
27 April

• Children's Story Hour at the USAG Brussels Library. Meets at 1:30 p.m. for fun stories and cool crafts. This 
week's theme is "April Weather". For more information, call DSN 368-9791 or civilian 02-717-9791.

28 April
• Volunteer Recognition Ceremony. Ceremony honors the volunteers who have made a difference in the com-

munity and will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Three Star Recreation Center for dinner and non-alcohol 
cash bar.  Limited child care available.  Please register by April 21 to DSN 368-9735 or civilian 02-717-9735 

FITNESS CLASSES
All classes are held at the USAG Brussels Fitness Center in Bldg. 3 and are free of charge. For more information, 
call 02-717-9667.

• New: Big Will's Body Shop - Sessions are from 1 to 2 p.m. and from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. every Mon, Wed and Fri.
• Body Pump - Every Sat from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and every Tue from 6 to 7 p.m., 
• Spin Class - Every Mon and Thu from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
• Yoga - Every Mon, Wed and Fri from 10 to 11 a.m.
• Individualized Strength Training - Every Tue and Thu from 1 to 2 p.m. 
• Step Aerobics - Every Wed, Fri from 6 to 7 p.m.
• Zumba - Every Sat from 11 

a.m. to noon and every Mon 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

• Fitness Program - Starts May 
1 through October 31. By join-
ing the program you may be 
eligible for three hours of duty 
time per week to exercise.  Ap-
plication packets are available 
at the USAG Brussels Fitness 
Center.  

The Fitness Center is open Mon-Fri 
from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat and Sun 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Holiday 
hours are from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call the Fit-
ness Center at DSN 368-9667. 

SHAPE Trips & Tours
USAG Brussels Family & MWR is 
now partnering with the SHAPE 
Trips and Tours program.  Now you 
can enjoy all of the great tours 
SHAPE offers and catch the bus 
from either USAG Brussels or the 
Sterrebeek Annex depending on 
the tour.  
Reservations/Payments are made 
by calling SHAPE Trips and Tours 
at 32 (0) 65-44-3884 Monday - 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Tell them that you will be catching 
the bus from Brussels and if you 
have a SHAPE ID card.  If you don't 
have a SHAPE ID card, that's OK, 
you will be placed on an access 
roster for the trip. See page 10 
for a listing of the upcoming trips.


