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Chièvres Main Exchange
The Chièvres Main Exchange will 
be closed for inventory Jan. 23.
Gazette submissions
To submit your requests for 
publication, send it to usarmy.
benelux.imcom-europe.list.pao@
mail.mil. For more information, call 
DSN 361-5419 or civilian 068-27-
5419.
Northern Law Center's 
Brussels
The Northern Law Center's Brussels 
office will be closed today for VITA 
tax training at Chièvres. Normal 
hours will resume on Jan. 24.
SHAPE
The Northern Law Center Legal 
Assistance and Claims Offices on 
SHAPE will be at minimum staffing 
starting today through Jan. 24.  
Normal services will resume on 
Jan. 25.
Driving Class
An intermediate driver's class for 
Soldiers under 26 years of age 
will be held Jan. 25 from 1 to 
3:30 p.m., Bldg. 220, room 113 
on SHAPE.
Army Community Service
The Army Community Service 
located in Bldg. 318 on SHAPE 
will from now on be closed on U.S. 
Holidays, not SHAPE Holidays. For 
more information, contact DSN 
423-5324 or civilian 065-44-5324.
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Sgt. Vincent Pedican recites an excerpt from Martin Luther King’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech 
at the MLK Prayer Breakfast at the Daumerie Chapel Thursday. Shortly after the recital, Chaplain 
Leo Mora spoke about King, the infl uences in his life, his infl uence on yesterday’s society, and his 
continuing infl uence and example today.
After the prayer portion was completed, attendees adjourned to the annex for breakfast and to 
hear Mr. Michael Bartelle, Vice President of Overseas Operations for Andrews Federal Credit Union 
and a retired Command Sergeant Major, on the personal impact Martin Luther King had on his life.
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The Gazette is an unofficial publication published under the provisions of AR 360-1 for mem-
bers of the Department of Defense. Contents of The Gazette are not necessarily the official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of the Army or the USAG Benelux. 
The Gazette is a free weekly publication distributed via email every Monday. The editorial 
content of this publication is prepared, edited, provided and approved by the Chièvres Garrison 
and USAG Brussels Public Affairs Offices. It is published by the Public Affairs Office, Chièvres 
Garrison, Unit 21419, APO AE 09708. Telephone (0032) 068-27-5419/DSN 361-5419; fax DSN 
361-5106. Everything advertised in this publication will be made available for purchase, use or 
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physi-
cal handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. If a 
violation or rejection of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
will refuse to print advertising from that source until the violation is corrected. The appearance 
of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorse-
ment of the products or services advertised by the U.S. Army. Submit content or story ideas to 
usarmy.benelux.imcom-europe.list.pao@mail.mil by Thursday at 3 p.m.
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Get the CG to “bike for likes!” If the 
U.S. Army Europe Facebook page tops 
10,000 “likes” by the end of Janu-
ary, USAREUR commander Lt. Gen. 
Mark Hertling has vowed to bike a 
mile for every new “like” the page gets 
by month’s end. To add your miles to 
the general’s two-wheeled trek, go to 
USAREUR’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/USArmyEurope.

(From left to right) Sgt. Ross B. Meola, 
Spec. Jonathan S. Ellis, Sgt. Gregory W. 
Roberts and Staff Sgt. Logan S. Rappuhn 
were  presented a SACEUR's coin  by Col. 
Gregory S. Julian, SHAPE Public Affairs Of-
fi cer, Jan. 12. The presentation was held to 
thank these Color Guard members who 
participated in a ceremony last Dec. 12, 
honoring Lady Augusta Chiwy for her ef-
forts in saving many American lives during 
the Battle of the Bulge. 
"Your professionalism and your ability to 
adapt as you were not given much time 
to prepare for the ceremony refl ect great 
credit upon your unit and the United 
States Army," Julian stated during the 
presentation. The Soldiers also received 
a book, "We were Soldiers once... and 
young" by Lt. Gen. Harold G. Moore (ret). 
on the la Drang Battle during the Vietnam 
war.

SACEUR recognizes Color Guard members
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USACE, DoDDS, SHAPE team up to deliver 21st 
century-style schools to international community
By Rachel Goodspeed
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

As middle school students sang “This 
Land is Your Land,” U.S. and NATO of-
ficials turned the first of many shovels 
that will bring a new educational campus 
to the SHAPE community.

Representatives from SHAPE, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Europe District, 
Department of Defense Dependants 
Schools-Europe, Belgian Federal Gov-
ernment and City of Mons marked the 
beginning of the first phase of construc-
tion on new facilities that will replace 
the aging SHAPE American and Inter-

national Schools with a groundbreak-
ing ceremony Jan. 11 on the SHAPE 
International School grounds.

“Today celebrates the beginning of a 
new era of SHAPE International School,” 
said Benoît Davin, SHAPE International 
School’s director general. “This is the 
result of 10 years of patience and per-
sistence. It is a dream come true for 
every pupil and every teacher.”

The roughly $170 million endeavor, 
funded collectively by DoDDS-E and NATO, 
will bring new elementary, middle and 

high schools for DoDDS students and 
new classrooms for the international 
school.

The SHAPE International School was 
established in 1967 with an initial en-
rollment of roughly 1,400 students, ac-
cording to SHAPE officials. Today there 
are more than 2,500 students attending 
the SHAPE American and International 
Schools.

“Military children overseas have a 
unique opportunity for cultural exchange 
during their intellectual growth,” said 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District, Department of Defense Dependants Schools-Europe and SHAPE representatives broke ground, Jan. 
11 on the future SHAPE school campus near Mons, Belgium. The $170 million campus will be built in three phases. The fi rst phase will consist of 
a 58-classroom DoDDS elementary school and a 48-classroom DoDDS middle school. The second phase begins this summer with the start of a 
65-classroom DoDDS high school, and the fi nal phase will begin in 2014 with the construction of SHAPE International School facilities. (U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Europe District rendering)

Continued on next page
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Col. D. Peter Helmlinger, USACE Europe District commander. 
“This investment to replace the current deteriorating school 
to with state-of-the-art facilities will help make the most of 
this unique opportunity. We are proud members of a larger 
team helping to modernize and set new standards for edu-
cational facilities.”

The campus will be constructed in three phases, Helmlinger 
said. Construction begins with the American elementary and 
middle schools in a vacant field just north of the current 
school facilities. The second phase will begin this summer 
with construction on the American high school. The third 
and final phase will begin in summer 2014 with the inter-
national facilities.

The new facilities will replace existing, inadequate facilities 
constructed more than 40 years ago, Davin said.

“Our school faces demands that were never intended or 
conceived when our facilities were built in 1967 in less than 
6 months,” he said. “Education today is delivered in a quite 
different manner with new more sophisticated tools and 
techniques that don’t fit the rather simplistic convention 
of 50 year old school designs.”

Dr. Dell McMullen, acting director of DoDDS-Europe, echoed 
Davin’s concerns over the existing facilities.

“We have many projects ongoing at this time, but I must 
say, that this is one of the projects that is needed most,” 
she said. “Participating nations have committed precious 
resources for this construction to get our students out of a 
building that’s obsolete and into 21st century classrooms 
because every student deserves a great school.”

DoDDS has seen many famous leaders and celebrities 
walk their halls as students over the years, including Faye 
Dunnaway and Shaquille O’Neal. Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe Adm. James Stavridis and as his wife, also DoDDS 
alumnus, said their experience gives them a more personal 
understanding of the importance of these educational facilities.

“We understand the value of education, but particularly 
of this kind of international environment where so many dif-
ferent nations come together to create a truly magnificent 
spark of light which creates a fire of intellectual curiosity 
among so many wonderful young people,” Stavridis said.

The American elementary and middle schools are sched-
uled to be complete in summer 2014 with the high school 
scheduled to be finished a little later that summer. A majority 
of the international facilities are scheduled to be complete in 
2016 with the remaining facilities to be completed in 2018.

The timeline reflects the careful planning needed to trans-
fer students out of the old buildings into new temporary 
classrooms where they will continue instruction until the 
new facilities are complete, said Steven Keen, USACE Europe 
District project manager.

“A project of this magnitude cannot be done without team-
work and communication to bring all the pieces together 
while minimizing interruptions to the students during the 
school year,” Helmlinger said. “The end result will bring 
great rewards to future generations.”

Not only was the campus designed to have little environ-
mental impact with its sustainable design features aimed 
at LEED Silver certification, the layout will allow for the daily 
interaction and socialization of students from all nations, 
Helmlinger said.

“Diversity is indeed one of the cornerstones of the SHAPE 
International School,” Davin said. “Our multicultural environ-
ment definitely is a source of mutual enrichment. Educa-
tion consists as a key role to play in fostering the climate 
of mutual understanding and respect that extends beyond 
national boundaries and cultural preferences.”

The combined efforts of USACE, DoDDS-Europe, SHAPE 
and the contractors over the past two years will soon change 
the face of the SHAPE International School, Davin said.

“The new SHAPE school complex is a great example of 
what we can all accomplish when we all work together to 
provide for our students,” McMullen said. “I’m very excited 
for the students that will benefit from your hard work. Most 
of all, I’m looking forward to the first day of school in 2014.”

SHAPE International School campus I CONTINUED

Col. D Peter Helmlinger, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe District 
commander, congratulates Krysztof Fryca, 7th-grade SHAPE Internation-
al School student and drawing contest winner, Jan. 11, 2012, near Mons, 
Belgium. Fryca’s award-winning drawing of the future SHAPE Interna-
tional School campus was selected from a pool of more than 200 contest 
entries.  The drawing award ceremony took place in conjunction with the 
SHAPE campus groundbreaking event. 

Jennifer A
ldridge
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Get ready for Crossage, a very popular local game

Crossage will be on Feb. 22 from noon to sunset in Chièvres. The game can be compared to croquet or golf as players 
aim toward one target per round. Crossage has become very popular in Chièvres and many Americans have joined the 
tradition over the years. The city of Chièvres is blocked off to all traffic and no parking will be allowed as this game is 
played on the streets. Teams compete among each other as they try to hit the beer kegs with their wooden mallet and 
ball in as few as possible hits. The entire course covers a total of 29 beer kegs. For military interested participants, have 
your unit representative contact USAG Benelux HHC at DSN 361-5288 or civilian 068-27-5288 or 0475-753915 by Feb. 
5.  For civilians, contact DSN 361-5433 or civilian 068-275433. The participating fee is €3 which covers the insurance. 
The cost for a wooden mallet and ball is €30. All payments must be made by registration deadline.

To become King or Queen of the Chièvres Crossage, register with the Chièvres Tourist offi ce at 068-645961 in order to 
compete. The competition will be held Feb. 17 at the Vaudignies school, Salle Polyvalente Rue des Ecoles  at 7 p.m. and will 
consist of several precision tests guar anteeing lots of fun. For the fi rst time, this contest is open to non Chièvres residents.

The wooden mallet is called "rabot" and the wood-
en ball is called "chôlette". Prior to striking the ball, 
players shout "Chôlette" to warn others nearby 
that the ball is in play. Teams hit their chôlette from 
keg to keg, stopping at each target to socialize, eat 
and drink until the end of the game at sunset.
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Chaplain (Maj.) Darin Olson joins the band for a practice in the Brussels Chapel

USAG Brussels hosted DoDDS-E Jazz Seminar

Chaplain (MAJ) Darin Olson led the Garrison's effort to co-host this year's DoDDS-E Jazz Seminar Jan. 8-13 with the 
Brussels American School. Thirty seven High School instrumentalists and singers, along with teachers, arrived on Sunday 
for a week-long event, which included three days of practice at the Garrison Chapel, watching professional jazz musi-
cians perform downtown, hearing the SHAPE Jazz Band perform, and performing at the Kraainem Cultural Center, the 
International School and the Brussels American School. Professor Jiggs Whigham, noted jazz trombonist, composer, 
conductor and educator led the Jazz Seminar ensembles in their performances. Whigham is presently conductor of the 
BBC Big Band in Great Britain and artistic director of the Berlin Jazz Orchestra.

Jiggs Whigham (playing trombone) performs at a club in 
downtown Brussels for the Seminar
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Army releases fi rst quarter accident statistics 
By Margaret Banish-Donaldson
U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center

The U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center recently 
compiled accident fatality data for the first quarter of fiscal 
2012. From Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 2011, 37 Soldiers were 
lost as the result of accidents: 26 off duty and 11 on duty. 
Overall, accidental fatalities increased six percent from the 
previous year’s first quarter.

Motor vehicle accidents, primarily in sedans and other 
passenger vehicles, remained the No. 1 cause of Soldier 
deaths during the quarter. However, fatal motorcycle accidents 
fell by half from the same timeframe in fiscal 2011, a year 
that ended with an 18 percent increase in deaths related 
to riding. On-duty fatalities rose slightly during the quarter, 
due largely to a 25 percent increase in aviation fatalities.

“Although we started the year with some challenges, the 
good news is our Soldiers and leaders are looking out for 
one another like never before,” said Brig. Gen. William T. 
Wolf, director of Army Safety and commander, U.S. Army 
Combat Readiness/Safety Center at Fort Rucker, Ala. “Lead-
ers engaging with Soldiers, and Soldiers engaging with their 
buddies, is key to driving accidents down and continuing 
our Army’s achievements in safety.”

Indiscipline is a top concern off duty: speed, nonuse of seat 
belts and alcohol were confirmed as contributing factors in 
several fatal motor vehicle accidents during the first quarter.

“A Soldier is a Soldier 24/7 — their obligations to the stan-

dard don’t end with the duty day,” Wolf said. “We need our 
young leaders and Soldiers to apply their engaged, on-duty 
approach to off-duty activities. We challenge them to assess 
risks in everything they do. They owe it to themselves, their 
buddies, and their families to step up, be leaders, and take 
corrective action to save lives.”

For more information and tools designed to help Soldiers 
identify risky behaviors in themselves and their buddies 
both on and off duty, check https://safety.army.mil/crm/
SOLDIERRISKASSESSMENTQUESTIONNAIRES/tabid/1915/
Default.aspx.
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In the SHAPE/Chièvres community
The statistics for the fi rst quarter of fi scal 2012 report a 
total of eight traffi c accidents that occurred in the SHAPE/
Chièvres community. Four accidents involved Privately 
Owned Vehicles and four other accidents involved Govern-
ment Vehicles.  All accidents were minor ones and caused 
only material damages (scratches, paint transfer, bumper 
etc.). Six out of the seven accidents could have been avoid-
ed if drivers had been more cautious when parking their 
vehicles or when driving through the various access gates 
at Chièvres.
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The holidays were a time of giving for the Brussels Community. 
Holiday Gift Baskets and turkeys were presented to some fami-
lies as a way to give back to the community and to thank them 
for their service. The gift baskets were the result of donations 
provided by the Command, the Chaplain’s office, individual and 
group community members.  

Members of the Torch Club joined forces with ACS and other 
interested parties to prepare Holiday Gift Baskets which were 
then presented to Brussels community families. The Wrap Party 
was held on Wednesday, Dec. 14 at ACS. Spirits were high as 
the Torch Club members sorted donated toys into appropriate 
age groups, wrapped up the gift boxes and packed them. Carols 
were sung, jokes were told, and a great time was had by all.  

The faces of the recipients lit up with happiness and surprise 
when they saw the baskets. ACS staff wish to say “Thank You” 
to those individuals who participated in this wonderful event.  
Your donation truly made the holidays bright for the Brussels 
Community.  

A time of giving for the Brussels Community

From left to right: Dakota Henderson, Leslie Wallace, Austin Kend-
rick, Ryan Kendrick, Bob Conyne and Emilio Kress at the Wrap Party. 
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Picture right: Sgt. Jonathan Floyd holding 
Temperance Floyd, and Jennifer Floyd hold-
ing Kian Floyd, sitting on Santa's lap.

USAG Brussels Army Community 
Service Family Advocacy Program 
sponsored a Play Group Holiday 
Party and Potluck Dec. 16.  

The party, which was open to all 
community members, was held in 
the Chapel Activity Center. Kids 
were amazed by the colorful play-
room, while others enjoyed creat-
ing holiday crafts to take home.  
Santa was the guest of honor and 
had gifts for all the girls and boys.  

Everyone, young and old, had a 
chance to sit on Santa’s lap and 
tell him what they wished for Christ-
mas and some even took family 
photos with Santa. 

Santa read stories to the children 
which they all enjoyed. 

Santa was so impressed with the 
boys and girls of USAG Brussels, 
he’s promised to visit again next 
holiday season.

C
ourtesy Photo
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Northern Law Center Tax Office
The Northern Law Center Tax Office will open Feb. 1. The tax 
Office offers free Federal and State income tax preparation 
and filing services to eligible military and civilian members 
of the SHAPE/Chievres and Brussels communities. We have 
trained tax preparers ready to help you promptly file an ac-
curate tax return.  Starting tomorrow, the Northern Law Center 
will start taking appointments for tax preparation. To do so, 
contact DSN 423-4868 or civilian 065-44-4868. 
What to bring to the Tax Center

• Military ID card
• W-2
• 1099 and 1098 forms
• SSN card (self, spouse and dependants)
• ITIN number card/letter (for foreign spouses)
• Copies of 2010 federal and state returns
• Check or bank card with routing number and account 

number
• If filing as "married filing jointly" your spouse must be 

present to sign or you must have a valid power of attorney.
Volunteering during the tax season
The Northern Law Center is looking for military spouses or 
family members to assist as volunteers during the upcom-
ing tax season. This is a great opportunity to gain technical 
and practical experience in tax preparation. Best of all, the 
training is conducted by an IRS representative and it is free. 
Space is limited. For more information, contact the Northern 
Law Center at DSN: 423-4061 or Civilian: 065-44-4061.
Freegal Music
The Army Europe libraries now offers free database to patrons 
that includes more than three million songs in over 100 genres 
available in the MP3 format. Download three songs per week 
from the Sony Music catalog, free of charge. Contact your 
librarian to set up your account.
Employment Opportunity
Andrews Federal Credit Union is looking for individuals who 
want to advance their careers with a progressive full-service 
local financial institution. European branches are located in 
Belgium, Netherlands and Germany. The following positions 
are available.
Brussels Branch located at USAG Brussels
-Branch Manager (Full-time) 
-Senior Teller (Full-time)
-Teller (Full-time)
-Member Service Representative (Part-time)
Chièvres Branch at Chièvres Air Force Base
- Senior Teller (Full-time)
- Member Services Representative (Full-time)
Schinnen Branch at USAG Schinnen
- Member Services Representatives (Two Full-time Positions) 
For these and other positions or to apply online, go to www.
andrewsfcu.org. All applicants must have a U.S. Passport 
with logistical support. Andrews Federal Credit Union is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

AFCU 2012 Scholarship Program
Potential scholarship recipients or their guardians now have 
until February 1 to become an Andrews Federal member to 
meet eligibility requirements for the  Andrews Federal 2012 
Scholarship program. Each year, Andrews Federal awards 
$12,000 in scholarship funds. Eight college bound students 
are awarded $1,500 non-renewable scholarships for higher 
education and books. Application submission is February 1 
through April 27.  Just stop in any branch or go online at www.
andrewsfcu.org/scholarship2012.

Education
University of Maryland University College
To welcome new undergraduate and graduate students, UMUC 
Europe introduces the New Student Scholarship for Spring 
2012 Session 1 and 2. This one-time $700 award helps 
students with the cost of tuition and books.
University of Phoenix
For information on the programs offered, stop by  the USAG 
Benelux Education Center, Bldg. 212, Room 113 or call DSN: 
423-4645.
University of Oklahoma
The University of Oklahoma is now accepting applications 
for Master of Arts in International Relations. This is an ac-
celerated class, program format and is available on site and 
online. There is no GRE requirement. For information, call 
DSN 423-3654 or civilian 065-44-3654 or stop by SHAPE 
Bldg. 212, room 109.cid

USAG Benelux and local community briefs

C

Sunday worship service schedule
SHAPE/Chièvres area
9 a.m. – Catholic Mass at SHAPE Chapel
10:15 a.m. - Anglican service at SHAPE Chapel
11:45 a.m. – Contemporary Protestant service at SHAPE 
Chapel
For additional information, contact the Chaplain's Office 
at DSN 361-5381.
Jewish Community Liaison: contact DSN 423-4938
Muslim Community Liaison: contact DSN 368-9814

Catholic Mass
Each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 11:45 a.m. at 
the Daumerie American Chapel and Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at 
the SHAPE Chapel.

Brussels area
10:30 a.m. – Protestant service at Chaussée de Louvain 
13, St. Stevens Woluwe.
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BELGIAN NEWS 

Caves of Han flooded
The world famous caves of Han in the Ardennes are 
flooded.  The leading Walloon tourist venue is located 
near the Lesse river. Due to the recent abundant rain 
falls, the waterway has burst its banks. The level of 
the Lesse stands one meter above its normal level. 
Though the caves are not open to visitors during the 
winter time, special guided tours are being organized 
as the flooding provides an exceptional sight.

Mons area police on Segway
The Mons area police have been testing a new means 
of transportation over the last three weeks, i.e. the 
Segway. The policemen were very pleased with the 
Segway as it is easy to operate. Local residents in 
Quaregnon and Boussu have had the opportunity to 
see the police on Segway at the local market and ap-
preciate the fact that it doesn’t pollute and favors an 
easy approach. The Segway is also very economic, 
uses not much electricity and doesn’t make any noise. 
It can go up to 20 km per hour and the battery can 
last for 40 km.  Another advantage for the police is 
that while being on the Segway, the policeman is 20 
cm higher and can thus easily overview a large crowd.

First face transplant in Belgium
Several weeks ago doctors at Ghent University Hospital 
carried out the country's first full face transplant. A 
man was given the face of a donor who had just died. 
The transplant  covered 29 different medical fields. 
In all 65 people were directly involved in the opera-
tion. The surgery itself lasted twenty hours. Not only 
was skin transplanted but also the largest amount of 
bone so far. Six days after the surgery, the man was 
able to talk and drink water. That's a lot earlier than 

expected. The procedure is not without risk. Two of the 
nineteen people who have undergone the operation 
so far have died. The first face transplant was carried 
out in France six years ago. The Ghent operation was 
the 19th operation of its kind in the world. Belgium is 
the third country in the world after France and Spain 
where this operation is carried out. 

Brussels Motor Show
The Brussels Motor Show opened its doors Jan. 12 
and will last until Jan. 22. The latest models are being 
displayed, among which the traditional gas or diesel 
vehicles but also a number of electric cars.  A prototype 
of a hydrogen car is on display as well.  

U.S.-Belgian Partnership
The Louvain-la-Neuve based IBA (Ion Beam Applica-
tions) has signed a firm agreement with SK Capital 
Partners, a New York based private investment firm, 
to create IBA Molecular Imaging, a jointly-owned new 
company – owned for 60 percent by SK Capital and 
for 40 percent by IBA – the objective of this new joint 
venture being to improve the quality of diagnosing 
kidney cancer and Alzheimer disease. 

Belgian Armed Forces to get smaller
The Belgian Armed Forces are being streamlined. 
Belgium's Armed Forces have been getting smaller 
in recent years and this is a trend set to continue as 
a result of the current austerity drive. Over the past 
three years staff numbers have fallen by 3,000. Staff 
numbers are being reduced to 32,000 and a further 
2,000 job losses are anticipated though new staff will 
still be hired. Belgian Defense Minister Pieter De Crem 
also announced that Belgium will be pulling some of 
its troops out of Afghanistan by the end of the year.

By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

BELGIAN NEWS 

BELGIAN NEWS BELGIAN NEWS 

Have Something for the Gazette? 
Email usarmy.benelux.imcom-europe.list.pao@mail.mil
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17 through 28 January
• Winterjazz Festival in Brussels on Rue du Belvé-

dère 27. More information on bands, hours, prices, 
etc. on www.winterjazz.be/.

Through 22 January
• Circus in Brussels (Uccle) on Chaussée de la Hulpe 

53 : cavalry, trapeze artists, jugglers, clowns, etc. 
open on Wednesdays at 3 p.m., on Fridays at 8 p.m., 
on Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., on Sundays 
(family day) at 11 a.m. Prices are €20 for adults, 
€12 for children and €8 for adults and children 
on family day.

• European Motor Show Brussels. For more informa-
tion about access, hours, prices, etc. please go on 
http://autosalon.be/en/salon/visiteur.

Through 19 February 
• Indios no Brasil exhibition in Brussels at the Royal 

Museum of Art and History at the Parc du Cinquan-
tenaire 10. Exhibition on Brazil's indigenous popu-
lation. Open from Tuesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. More information on http://europalia.be/
programme/expositions-12/article/indios-no-brasil.

Through 4 March
• Fernand Schirren's (1872-1944) paintings exhibition 

in Brussels. Exhibition is held at the Royal Museum 
of Fine Arts on Rue de la Régence 3. Open every 
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except on Monday. En-
trance fee ranges from €5 to €8. More info on www.
fine-arts-museum.be/site/EN/frames/F_expo.html.

20 through 29 January 
• Antique Fair in Brussels at the Tour et Taxis site 

on the Avenue du Port from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. (130 
booths).

21 January
• Volksmarch in Flobecq for 5, 8, 14 km. Departure is from Rue Abbé Pollart 4 from 2 to 7 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Viesville for 6, 10, 15, 25, 42 km. Departure is from Place des Résistants from 7 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Participating fee is €.75.
21 through 23 & 27 through 29 January

• Batirama in Kain at Tournai Expo on Rue du Follet. Building, renovation and decoration fair. Open from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance fee is €6 on weekends, €4 on Friday and Monday, free for children under 13 and 
free for ladies on January 23 and 27. 

• Flamenco music band - Un Gato en la Luna is performing at the Salle Victor Java on Place Van Zeeland 31 
at 4 p.m. Entrance fee is €14.

22 January
• Volksmarch in Viesville for 6, 10, 15, 25 km. Departure is from Place des Résistants from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Participating fee is €.75.
• Volksmarch in Hamme-Mille for 4, 7, 12, 21 km. Departure is from Rue Auguste Goemans from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Braine-Le-Château for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Rue de Tubize 60. 

Volksmarch in Enghien for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Chaussée de Soignies 36.
• Volksmarch in Fromiée for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Rue du Bois d'Hymiée.
• Volksmarch in Estaimpuis for 5, 10, 20 km + mountain bike ride for 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 

p.m. at Rue Moulin Massure 9.
• Volksmarch in Neufmaison for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Salle le Colombier 

on the square. 
• Volksmarch in Saint-Symphorien for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ecole des 

Filles de la Sagesse on the square.
• Volksmarch in Havré for 6 and 12 km. Organized by the "Resto du Coeur de Mons" (charity). Departure is 

from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the local school on Rue Doyen. Participation fee €2.
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22 January Continued
•  Run & bike in Estaimpuis for 15 km. Departure is from Rue Moulin Massure 
9 at 10 a.m. Showers and bike-wash available.
•  Mountain bike ride in Estaimpuis for 15, 30, 45 km. Departure is from Rue 
Moulin Massure 9 from 8 to 11 a.m. Participating fee is €5. Showers and bike-
wash available (650 participants in 2011).
•  Volksmarch in Masnuy-Saint-Jean for +/- 10 km. Departure is from 
the local school on Rue des Déportés.
23 January
• Chinese New Year in Mons. Downtown on Rue du Miroir, Rue 
d'Havré and on the Grand'Place.

24 January 
• Classic music concert in Soignies. The 

Royal Chamber Orchestrae of Wallonia ac-
compagnied by the violonist Augustin Dumay 
is performing at the Espace culturel Victor 
Java on Place Van Zeeland 31 at 8 p.m. Pro-
gram: Ludwig van Beethoven : Romance in 
F Major No. 2/ Joseph Brahms : Hungarian 
Dance No. 2/Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart : 
Serenade No. 13 in G Major « Eine kleine 
Natchmuzik K525/ Joseph Suk : Serenade 
for strings op.6. Entrance fee is €17.

28 January
• Volksmarch in Gilly for 6, 12, 25 km at 

the Salle destrée on Place Destrée from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Run & bike in Chimay for 8 & 16 km. De-
parture is at the sports center at 2:30 p.m.

• Les TransArdentes - Liège Winter Festival 
in Liège. Electronic music festival on Avenue Maurice-Denis, 4. It is recommended to buy the tickets in 
advance. For information on how to get your tickets, go on www.lestransardentes.be/2012/fr/tickets.php.

• Collectors fair in Harmegnies at the Salle Calva on Rue Vieille Eglise 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
28-29 January

• Flea market in Neufmaison at the Hall Manous on the square from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
29 January

• Volksmarch in Blanmont for 4, 7, 12, 21, 30 km. Departure is at the Espace 2000 on Place de la Féchère 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Volksmarch in Ottignies for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Salle Jean Demeester 
on Rue de l'Invasion 80.

• Volksmarch in Casteau for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at I.M.P. Saint-Alfred on 
Chaussée de Bruxelles 184.

• Volksmarch in Froidchapelle for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the sports center on 
Rue des Arzières. 

• Volksmarch in Ronquières for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the football club on Rue 
de Nivelles 32.

• Volksmarch in Beloeil for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Depar-
ture is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Salle La grange 
on Rue de la Hunelle (100 meters from the entrance 
of the castle).

• Volksmarch in Oeudeghien for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. De-
parture is from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at rue Petit Dieu 1.

• Mountain bike ride in Huldenberg for 25, 30, 40, 50, 
60 km. Departure is from the football club on Emile 
Gillisstraat from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Showers and bike-
wash available.

Royal Chamber Orchestrae of Wallonia

2012 is the Chinese year of the dragon
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• Belgian brewery tour, January 21 - Beat the winter blues by appreciating what Belgium is famous for: the 
best beers in the world. The tour begins at Des Fagnes at a modern working brewery, set alongside a fully 
restored 19th century brewery. Witness how the brewing techniques have changed over the last 150 years. 
Taste their Super Des Fagnes brew and find out for yourself why “Super” is in its name. The next stop will be 
at Brewery Du Bocq to sample beers from many fine brews that are only available in Europe.  Trip will include 
a meal at Brewery Val Dieu where you will enjoy soup, ham with beer sauce served and garnish paired with 
one of their delicious beers. Price:  €95 per adult. Departs SHAPE at 7:30 a.m. and returns at 6:30 p.m. 

• French Cooking Class and Brussels City, January 28 - Start the day in Brussels to explore the many sights 
that Brussels has to offer.  After lunch, become a French Chef for the day.  Learn the art of French cooking 
from a professional chef in an animated, totally interactive environment.  Cook a three course meal.  Then 
enjoy the fruits of your labor with a glass of wine at the tasting which follows.  Join us on our culinary adven-
ture into the world of French Belgian Cuisine.  Space is limited to the first 23 people, so reserve your spot 
today. Price:  €105 per person. Departs SHAPE at 9:30 a.m. and returns at 9:30 p.m.

• Early Valentine Weekend in Paris, February 4 -5 - Spend a leisurely weekend exploring the city of romance! 
Stroll along the Seine, go window shopping down the Champs-Élysées, see the Mona Lisa, or sit in a café and 
people watch. Price: Single: 185 €, Double/Twin: 130 € per person, Children:  100 € (0-11) (When sharing 
with 2 adults, 1 child only). Departs SHAPE 8 a.m., arrives SHAPE 9 p.m. Departs Brussels at 7 a.m., return 
Brussels at 10 p.m.

• Beer, Chocolate and Diamonds in Brugge, February 11. - The day in Brugge begins with a visit to Choco-
story, the Chocolate Museum, where you will discover the history of chocolate.  Then its off to Halve Maan 
Brewery for lunch along with a complimentary beer. Trip continues with a visit to the Diamond Museum then 
some free time to stroll around Brugge and enjoy its beautiful architecture and canals.  Price is €80 per 
person. Departs SHAPE: at 7 a.m. Departs Brussels at 8 a.m. Arrives Brussels at 7 p.m. and SHAPE at 8 p.m.

• Lisbon, February 18-21 - See the Tower of Belem and Jeronimos Monastery, the Alfama with its narrow streets 
and flowered squares, the Bar-
rio Alto with its multicultural 
atmostphere and the Moor-
ish São Jorge Castle, Sintra 
with its 19th century romantic 
architecture and the Palacio 
nacional. Enjoy some free time 
to listen to the sounds of Fado 
music or bar-hop through vi-
brant cobbled lanes at night.  
Price is €920 Single, €800 
Double/twin, €785 triple, 
€655 child (0-9 with two 
paid adults in double room).  
Departs SHAPE at 3:30 a.m. 
on Saturday and returns at 1 
a.m. on Wednesday.

• Disneyland and Disney Studios 
Paris, February 22 - Come experience the happiest place on earth with thrilling rides and fantastic shows!  
You will have an action packed fun-filled day that is sure to satisfy the whole family!  Prices:  € 105  Adults, 
€ 105  Youth, 3-11, € 55  Children 0-2.  Departs SHAPE at 6:30 a.m., returns SHAPE at 9:30 p.m. Departs 
Brussels at  5:30 a.m., return Brussels at 10:30 p.m.

SHAPE Trips & Tours 
For information on the trips below, 

call DSN 423-3884 or civilian 065-44-3884.

Jeronimos Monastery in Lisbon, Portugal
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17 January
• Preschool Story Time - Every Tuesday from 5 to 5:30 p.m. for stories, finger plays, songs. There is no 

fee for this program. For more information, call the library at DSN 423-5631 or civilian 065-44-5631. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous - The English speaking SHAPE Alcoholics Anonymous Group meets on Tuesdays, 

from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at SHAPE Chapel Annex Classroom. Members support one another's 12 Step re-
covery program and freely share their AA story with newcomers. Family members, friends, and anyone 
interested in AA are welcome to attend. For a recorded message with telephone contact numbers, call 
0494-058137. For English speaking meetings in Brussels and throughout Europe see the website www.
aa-europe.net.

• Club Beyond - Meets in the Teen Center for students, 7-8th grade from 3:30 to 5 p.m. (snack provided) 
and 9-12th grade students from 6:15 to 8 p.m. (dinner provided).

• Protestant Women of the Chapel International - Meets at the SHAPE International Chapel on Tuesdays 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Childcare is provided. For information, email to pwoc.shape@gmail.com.

• The Protestant Men of the Chapel offers opportunities for fellowship, Bible Study, and service outreach 
for men in the SHAPE community. Currently, PMOC continues The Great Adventure series, a 20-week look 
at helping men discover Biblical manhood in the midst of a confusing, misguided world. PMOC meets 
each Tuesday at 6:30 a.m.

• Willy Pete in Concert - Starts at 7 p.m. at the SHAPE Alliance Auditorium. Free admission for everyone.
18 January 

• The Doug Pierce Band - Performs at East Chapel ( SHAPE International Chapel) at 7 p.m. Open to everyone.
• Preschool Story Time - Meets every Wednesday from 10 to 10:30 a.m. at the SHAPE International Li-

brary and helps preschoolers build confidence, learn socialization skills and make friends. There is no 
fee for this program. For more information, call the library at DSN 423-5631 or civilian 065-44-5631.

• Infant Massage Class - Meets every Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the SHAPE Healthcare Facility second floor 
conference room. Expectant mothers and mothers with newborns and older infants are welcome. Mats 
and oils are provided. No pre-registration is required. Open to all U.S., NATO and SHAPE ID cardholders. 
Call ACS DSN 423-4274 or civilian 065-44-4274 for more information.
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18 January Continued 
• Page Turners Book Discussion Group - Meets at 5:30 p.m. to discuss "The Paris Wife" by Paula McLain. 

Registration is not required and there is no fee for this program. For more information, call the library 
at DSN 423-5631 or civilian at 065-44-5631, e-mail at shape.library@eur.army.mil or stop by during 
regular hours.

•  Club Beyond Bible studies from 6-8 p.m. (dinner provided) at the Teen Center.  For more information 
call DSN 423-6020.

• Love Languages - The Family Advocacy Program is offering free communications classes using Gary 
Chapman's "The 5 Love Languages" from noon to 12:45 p.m. at the ACS first floor training room in Bldg. 
318, SHAPE. Bring your lunch to enjoy. For more information, call DSN 423-5324 or civilian 065-44-5324.

• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults classes - Meets each Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. For more information, contact the parish coordinator at DSN 423-6019 or civilian 065-
44-6019.

19 January
• The Illuminati - Meets at  the SHAPE International Library at 4:30 p.m. to discuss "Saga" by Conor 

Kostick. No fee or registration is required. For more information, call the library at DSN 423-5631 or 
civilian 065-44-5631, e-mail at shape.library@eur.army.mil or stop by during regular hours.

• Teen Mass & Meal - Meets each Thursday at 12:20 p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. The teens 
are invited to join the community for daily mass and then share a home-cooked meal prepared for them 
afterwards. This is during the regularly scheduled high school lunch. For more information, contact the 
parish coordinator at DSN 423-6019 or civilian 065-44-6019.

20 January
• Rosary Warriors - Meets every Fri-

day at 9:15 a.m. in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel to pray the ro-
sary. For more information, con-
tact the parish coordinator at DSN 
423-6019 or civilian 065-44-6019.

• Alcoholics Anonymous -  Meets on 
Fridays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at 
SHAPE Chapel Annex Classroom.

23 January
• Military Council of Catholic Wom-

en - Meets each Monday at 10 a.m. 
at the SHAPEL Chapel in the Annex 
and at 7 p.m. at SHAPE Bldg. 353.  
There is watchcare available in 
the morning by reservation. MCCW 
reflects a visible presence of Christ 
to military communities by fos-
tering and nourishing women to 
spirituality, leadership and service.  
Join us for bible study (materials 
provided) and fellowship.  For in-
formation call DSN 423-6019 or 
civilian 065-44-6019..

• Stroller Time - Meets on Mondays 
from 10 to 11 a.m. at the ACS, Bldg. 
318, SHAPE. Bring your child and 
stroller for a walk on the SHAPE 
path. For more information contact 
the ACS at DSN 423-5324.

• New Winter Studies - Meets at 
the SHAPE Int’l Chapel on Mon-
days from 6 to 8 p.m. Childcare is 
provided. For information, e-mail 
to pwoc.shape@gmail.com.
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AT USAG BRUSSELS
16 January - 23 March

• Annual Weight Loss Challenge - The weight loss challenge is specially designed to educate you on the 
importance of proper nutrition for weight loss and optimum health. At the end of the 12-week program 
the top 2 individuals with the greatest percentage of lost pounds and the top 2 with the greatest per-
centage of lost inches will be awarded prizes. For more information, contact the USAG Brussels Fitness 
Center at civilian 02-717-9667.

18 January 
• Financial Peace Preview at 5:30 p.m. in the USAG Brussels Chapel Fellowship Hall. Preview will last ap-

proximately 30 minutes and subs, chips and lemonade will be provided. The actual classes will start Feb. 1  
For more information, call DSN 368-9708 or civlian 02-717-9708. 

19 January
• Taco Night is back at the 3-Star Recreation Center on USAG Brussels. Join us Thursday, starting at 5:30 

p.m. Prices are $8 for adults and $6 for children 10 years and under. Children age 2 and under eat for 
free. For more information contact the 3-Star Recreation Center at 02-717-9822 or DSN 368-9822.

19 and 20 January
• Movie Night - Before you plan a trip to the movie theater, check out the listing of free first run movies 

being shown at the 3-Star Recreation Center. Movies are shown on Thursday and Friday evening beginning 
at 6 p.m. For more information contact the 3-Star Recreation Center at 02-717-9822 or DSN 368-9822.

23 January
• The 5 Love Languages - The USAG Brussels Family Advocacy Programs presents Gary Chapman's 5 Love 

Languages from noon to 12:45 p.m. If you’re interested in learning about your love language and how to un-
derstand when your partner is speaking a different love language, join FAP and your fellow linguists for this 
lunchtime discussion. Participants are encouraged to bring their lunch. For more information and to register, 
call DSN 368-9783 or civilian 02-717-9783.

24 January
• Women's Self Defense Class at the USAG Brussels Fitness Center from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Learn 

how to protect yourself using kicks, strikes and take-down moves. Class is led by a qualified Self defense 
Instructor with the support of the USAG Brussels Military Police.  For more information, contact DSN 
368-9783 or civilian 02-717-9783.

FITNESS CLASSES
All classes are held at the USAG Brussels Fitness Center in Bldg. 3 and are free of charge. For more infor-
mation, call 02-717-9667.

• Body Shop - Sessions are at 1 p.m. every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
• Yoga - Every Monday, Wednesday at 10 a.m., 5:30 p.m. and 6:35 p.m. and every Friday at 10 a.m. 
• Yoga-Flo - Every Tuesday and Thursday at 10 a.m.
• Zumba - Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:30 a.m. 
• Body in Motion - Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11:15 a.m. 
• Zumba Toning - Every Saturday at 11 a.m. and every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:35 p.m.

AUTO SKILLS CENTER
• The Auto Skills Center operates Wednesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Designed to give 

authorized patrons a venue to perform work on their privately owned vehicles and to provide instruc-
tional classes, the staff will offer a limited schedule of services to include the following: Oil Changes, 
Fog Light installation, Summer/ Winter Safety Checks, Battery Charging, Tire Mounting, Tire Balancing, 
Tire Rotation, Headlight Adjustment, Coolant Flush, Brake Flush, Brake Tester, ECU Diagnostic, Routine 
Maintenance and Repairs. For more information the Auto Skills Center can be reached at DSN 368-9743  
or civilian 02-717-9743.
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Have Something for the Gazette? 
Email usarmy.benelux.imcom-europe.list.pao@mail.mil


