
Members of the 424th Air Base Squadron color guard stand in formation in front of the original plaque 
commemorating the downed B-17 air crew at Fouleng, Belgium.

Chièvres gate 14 closed
Gate #14 to Chièvres Air Base 
will be closed April 18 and April 
21.  
Summer Theater Camp
Registration is now open for 
Summer Theater Camp at the 
SHAPE Performing Arts Centre. 
This year's camp will be June 23 
through July 26 and the produc-
tion will be Willy Wonka. Cost is 
$400 a child. For more informa-
tion, call DSN 423-3312 or civilian 
065-44-3312.
Take Back the Night
The Annual Take Back the Night 
5k walk/run will be held today 
at 4 p.m. The walk/run starts at 
the SHAPE International Library 
parking lot. For more information 
call DSN 361-5311 or 366-6288.
Call for bloggers
The USAG Benelux is looking for 
bloggers for the Trenches to Fox-
holes information and education 
campaign. For more information 
email usarmy.benelux.imcom-
europe.list.pao@mail.mil with 
'interested in blogging' as the 
subject line.
Luxembourg gate closure
The Luxembourg gate on SHAPE 
is closed until April 21 at 7:20 
a.m. Traffic during this period 
will use either Berlin gate or Ot-
tawa gate.
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39th Signal Battalion welcomes new command sergeant major

Soldiers of 39th Signal Battalion 
(Top photo) welcomed their new 
senior enlisted member during an 
assumption of responsibility cer-
emony Tuesday, April 15, 2014 on 
Chièvres Air Base, Belgium.  Com-
mand Sgt. Maj.  Oscar Campos as-
sumed responsibility as the Com-
mand Sgt. Major of the 39th Signal 
Battalion. Campos replaces 1st Sgt. 
Charlie Sanders Jr. who served as 
the interim command sergeant ma-
jor. 
(Left photo) Lt. Col. Joyce M. LuGrain 
(right), Commander, 39th Signal Bat-
talion, passes the non-commissioned 
offi cer sword to Command Sg. Maj. 
Campos (left), incoming 39th Signal 
Battalion command sergeant major 
while Master Sgt. Adrian L. Jenkins 
looks over. (U.S. Army photos by 
Donovan Abrassart)
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Triborder community holds annual Easter egg hunt

Every year USAG Benelux-Schinnen or-
ganizes an egg hunt for the Tri-Border 
children at Joint Forces Command in 
Brunssum. 
This year about 250 kids "hunted" for 
3,500 eggs on Saturday, April 12. The 
Easter Bunny (Top right) helped the kids 
during the three egg hunts, one for the 
0 to 3 year olds, one for 4 to 6 and 7 
to 9 year olds, and a scavenger hunt for 
10 and older children. (Above) Children 
and parents wait for the signal to gather 
Easter eggs. (Right) Four to six year olds 
gather the Easter eggs. (Top left) The 
event also included other activities such 
as a BBQ, crafts, croquet, bean bag toss 
games, a Pirate slide, merry go around 
and a bouncy castle 
(Photos by Nino Antonacci).
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Americans and Belgians get to thank their WWII heroes 
By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

The 424th Air Base Squadron from Chièvres Air Base joined 
the city of Silly, the local community and family members of 
the downed B-17 in honoring the Royal Flush crew members, 
April 13, in Fouleng, Belgium.

On this day, 70 years ago, the crew members of the Royal 
Flush were heading back to their base in England after a 
successful bombing mission over Schweinfurt, Germany.

"I remember the navigator saying it’s ten more minutes 
to the channel," 
recalls Troy Hol-
lar, the sole living 
survivor of the 
Royal Flush crew 
who came from 
the United States 
to attend the cer-
emony. "Getting to 
the channel was 
getting real close 
to being home," 
Hollar added.

It was not going 
to be a smooth 
f l i gh t  back  to 
their base as get-
ting over Chièvres 
Air Base Belgium, 
which was occu-
pied by the Ger-
mans during WWII, 
the airplane got hit 
by anti aircraft de-
fense. 

Hollar who was 
the top turret gun-
ner on the plane, was able to bail out on time.  This was not 
the case for six members of the crew who were killed in the 
crash:  1st Lt. Robert Lavin, the pilot, 2nd Lt . Louis Bendon, 
the co-pilot, 2nd Lt. Calvin Anthes, bombardier, Staff Sgt. 
Lloyd Brady, ball turret gunner, Staff Sgt. Raymond Marz, 
waist gunner and Staff Sgt. James Malone, tail gunner.

Family members of Lavin, Anthes, Brady and Marz also 
made the trip to be present at the 70th anniversary.

Four of the crew were able to make it out and parachuted 
down to earth.  Staff Sgt. Charlie Johnson was too injured and 
was taken prisoner by the Germans.  The other three, navigator 
2nd Lt. Harold Ashman, whose son and step daughter were 
also in attendance, radio operator Tech. Sgt. Edward Price and 
waist gunner Tech. Sgt. Troy Hollar were whisked into hiding.  

"A new mission had begun for all involved," Lt. Col. Christopher 
Kuester, Commander, 424th Air Base Squadron, Chièvres Air 
Base, said during the ceremony. "For the citizens of Fouleng 
it was their way of ensuring the men who were fighting for 
their freedom would continued to live.  For the three airmen, 
it was to stay alive and try to return to the fight."

"This is not the end of the story though," Kuester continued.  
"The people of Fouleng have not forgotten and these family 

members of the airmen 
have not forgotten…We 
all stand here today to 
show that even though 
we come from different 
countries, we come to 
honor the sacrifices by 
all those involved," he 
added.

As Mayor Christian 
Leclercq mentioned in 
his speech : "The reason 
why we are here in Fou-

leng is that we all 
have a duty to re-
member.  For you, 
Americans, it is to 
show your affection 
towards the service members who defended the country.  
For us, Belgians, it is to thank the American support against 
the invasion of the Nazis, during Worl War II."

After the remarks, wreaths were laid at the plaque on the 
wall of the farm next to the field where the plane crashed 
and at the memorial near the the farm.

"This memorial is the marker of so much more than a 
crash.  It is a spot that notes where heroes fell and other 
heroes were born," Kuester concluded.

Americans and Belgians gathered in Fouleng Sunday, April 13, 2014 to pay 
tribute to the Royal Flush crew.  Seventy years ago, their B-17 crashed in the 
fi eld next to the farm house, the site marked by an American fl ag (right).  Only 
four of the 10 crew members survived the crash; one of them, Troy Hollar, 
attended the ceremony with more than 20 other family members of the Royal 
Flush crew.
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By Keith Houin
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

WWII B-17 crew member returns to crash site
Trenches to Foxholes

“You’re not getting any flak;  you’re not getting any 
fighters. You’re just hurrying back home, that’s all it 
amounts too,” Troy Hollar said while at Chièvres Air 
Base, the very base that’s flak batteries brought down 
his B-17 on April 13, 1944.

Seventy years later, the WWII Tech. Sgt. and top 
turret gunner is back at the site where the Belgian 
resistance helped him and fellow Royal Flush crew 
members escape the Nazis. Hollar was recognized at 
a commemoration for his aircrew and later was made 
an honorary citizen of the town of Silly where he safely 
parachuted to after his plane was hit. 

April 13 was just like any other mission day for a 
member of the 384th Bomb Group, he said. “You get 
up at 4 a.m., breakfast at five, go to the gun shack, 
wipe your gun dry, put it together, get your parachute, 
go to briefing at six and go to your plane,” he said. 
But that day it wasn’t just another mission for the 
crew of the Royal Flush.

At the briefing, Hollar found out the targets were ball 
bearing plants in Schweinfurt, Germany. The parts were 
critical to German tanks and aircraft. “That was one of the 
hardest targets to get,” he said.  Additionally, they were 
flying a different aircraft that day as the Royal Flush was in 
for repairs, it was a newer model and that small difference 
would come into play later in the day. “In loading my gun, I 
hit the wrong switch that I didn’t know was there and about 
20 rounds of ammo piled up on top of the gun. It had to be 
put back one round at a time. We were almost to France by 
the time I got that right,” he said.

When they got close to the target “fighters hit us hard. 
Sometimes fighters would attack three abreast. Sometimes 
from the rear they would attack rolling while firing to confuse 
the gunners. There was no damage to our group though,” he 
said. "When we turned in to make the bomb run, you could 

see the flak all over the city. A solid wall of flak just like a 
heavy cloud. And you wonder how you can fly an airplane 
through all that and still come out the other side, but when 
we got in it wasn’t quite that bad – wasn’t near that bad. As 

we were coming out, I looked back and watched the wing 
behind us come out of the flak. It was like they would just 
pop out of it like from heavy clouds.”

The trip back was calm. “You’re not getting any flak; you’re 
not getting any fighters. You’re just hurrying back home, 
that’s all it amounts too.  When the navigator called over 
the intercom that it was 10 minutes to the channel, very 
shortly after that (the Germans at Chièvres Air Base) started 
firing at us with four guns. They had us zeroed in right away. 
We always flew what is known as the number four position 
which is the center of the formation,” Hollar said. “Two flak 
burst in front and back, one on our right wing tip and one 
on the left." 

There was nothing he could do but watch, he said. 
“It was like that for a few burst then one hit the tip of our 

left wing. It knocked us way up over on our right wing. That 
scared me because I thought it might fall into a tailspin and 
I would have a real hard time getting out,” he said. The pilot 
got the plane level but their wing was on fire and they were 
in a flat spin, Hollar said. 

Hollar went to the bomb bay doors to parachute out, but the 
release cable for the doors wasn’t there. The new model had 
some changes. Fortunately one of the other crew members 
knew about them and Hollar was able to jump. “The pilot 
was still at the controls with the wing on fire. I just put my 
hands out, one to keep my head from hitting the bomb bay 
doors and the other held over the rip cord so it wouldn’t 
catch anything.”

The trip was 20,000 feet to the ground. “After the rush of 
the air after you leave the plane, everything is dead calm, 
there’s no sensation of movement or falling or nothing. You 
could have gone to sleep if you had enough time,” he said.

Only four of the crew members were able to parachute 
and escape the explosion and ensuing crash.

Antonio de La Serna, 11-years old at the time witnessed 

Tech. Sgt. Troy Hollar now and then.
D

onovan A
brassart

B-17s of the 384th Bomb Group on a bombing run.
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the crash. “We were playing at the chateau when we saw the plane 
coming in. I still remember the sound as the plane was heading down,” 
he said. “Then there was the explosion. A few seconds later we saw 
two parachutes coming down. We didn’t see the others, but heard 
about them later.”

After the jump, “I thought they were shooting at me, but found out it 
was just my ears popping,” Hollar said. Then he started looking for the 
best direction to go to quickly get into hiding. Being farm country there 
wasn’t many choices. He saw a larger tree and thought he could get 
past it, but with no surface wind his chute got caught on it, Hollar said.

“I climbed down to the last limb and then just hugged the trunk 
and slid down the next 20 feet or so. I decided which way I could go 
and when I got on the ground, I just started to cross the pasture to 
those other trees and I heard people calling and I looked back and 
these two civilians were frantically calling and waving for me to hurry 
back,” he said.

“I rushed back and they started walking real fast toward the house. 
The (German soldiers) reached my landing site and started firing at us 
and we got a little more speed out of our running,” he said.

“We run around the house and there’s a big hay stack there with a 
hole in it at the bottom. I jumped into that and they stuffed it closed,” 
Hollar said.

His head was only about six inches under the straw and he could 
hear the German soldiers talking to the Belgians. Turns out they were 
asking where the American went, he said. “I could hear them shouting 
at the people as they left.”

After a couple of hours the Belgians brought him some warm milk and 
a sandwich, but he only ate half the sandwich and put the other half 
in his pocket. “I didn’t know when I would get anything else,” he said.

Later that night he was whisked across pastures to another house 
where a big supper was waiting for him, he said. After about a month 
in Fouleng, Silly they moved him to Brussels where he spent five 
months in hiding with numerous Belgian families. He was provided a 
fake passport with the name Camille Juanau and on his work card he 
was listed as an editor.

“We didn’t stay with the same family for long. A couple of weeks. 
Maybe three weeks and they moved us along. They didn’t want word 
to get out there was a stranger in the neighborhood. If you wanted to 
see outside you stood in the middle of the room. You didn’t get near the window. We moved fairly often from one house 
to another," he said. However Hollar and Tech. Sgt. Edward Price did spend two months with the Brichart family.

Hollar and Price spent their time playing cards and board games or listening to the radio, he said. “Occasionally we 
would get to go out.”

On September 3, 1944 British troops liberated Brussels and soon Hollar would start his trip back to the U.S. Army. 
“They loaded several of us into the back of a truck and brought us to Paris where we were interrogated for four days,” 
he said. After Paris they were flown to London for more interrogations. Finally, after days of paper work, he was heading 
back to the U.S.  He landed at Presque Isle, Maine where they recieved travel papers and missing uniform items and 
then it was off to New York where they put him and other Soldiers in a hotel. They were driven to La Guardia Field for 
interrogations daily. Shortly afterward, he was given leave paperwork and went home for 45 days.

Hollar doesn’t remember the resistance members much but has fond memories of the members of the families he 
lived with, he said. “They were real nice and kind and did just about anything for my wellbeing.”

His return is emotional. Not that he actually says it, but his eyes tell the story. “The Europeans seem to place more 
emphasis on remembering and honoring history than we do back home. They seem more grateful,” he said. “I guess it 
is because they felt the horrors and lived through the bombings and it was more personal.”

Hollar enlisted in the regular Army on November 19, 1941 and was discharged November 1, 1945. He served for the 
entire U.S. involvement in the war.

WWII veteran I continued

Tech. Sgt. Troy Hollar’s is just one of many 
little known stories of downed airmen.

During its time in England, the 384th Bomb 
Group undertook bombing missions to the 
airdromes at Orléans, Bricy, and Nancy, the motor 
works at Cologne, an aircraft component factory 
in Halberstadt, the steel works at Magdeburg, oil 
storage facilities at Leipzig and Berlin, railroad 
marshalling yards at Duren and Mannheim, the 
ports of Hamburg and Emden, and ball bearing 
plants in Schweinfurt.

The 384th Bomb Group flew 9,348 combat 
sorties in 316 missions, dropping 22,416 
tons of bombs on enemy targets. The unit lost 
159 aircraft and 1,625 men in combat, while 
destroying 165 enemy airplanes (with 34 more 
"probables") and seriously damaging 116 others. 

The men of the Group earned three 
Distinguished Service Crosses; 15 Silver Stars; 
more than 1,000 Distinguished Flying Crosses; 
hundreds of Purple Hearts; and more than 5,000 
Air Medals. In addition, six ground crew members 
were awarded the Legion of Merit, and others 
received the Bronze Star. For the Group's efforts 
they received Distinguished Unit Citations for 
missions flown on January 11, 1944 and on 
April 24, 1944.

Twenty-five other B-17 bomb groups flew out 
of England and another six out of Italy. More 
than 10,000 B-17s were used in Europe and 
more than 4,000 were lost.  More than 250,000 
Americans flew in them, of them 46,500 were 
either killed or wounded.

The 384th Bomb Group

Trenches to Foxholes
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Royal Flush crew survivor and relatives get to know 
each other at the 70th anniversary of the crash
By Cis Spook
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

The sole survivor of the Royal Flush and twenty three family 
members of the crew came to attend this year's ceremony.

Donna Schurman and Jeffrey Lavin

It is the fourth time Donna Schurman is coming to Fouleng 
to honor her uncle, 1st Lt. Robert Lavin, pilot of the B-17 
that crashed April 13, 1944.

On her fourth trip, Donna is accompanied by two of her sons, 
Bill and Brett and their spouses Kelly and Elizabeth as well 
as Jeffrey Lavin, nephew of the pilot and his daughter, Jami.

"I knew about my uncle Bob from my mother.  She had told 
me that there were four survivors.  We knew they crashed in 
Belgium but didn’t know it was in Fouleng," Schurman said. 

"I always wondered what my uncle’s last words were. I 
knew the name of one other crew member, Charlie William 
Johnson, waist gunner of the Royal Flush who was able to bail 
out but got injured and was taken prisoner by the Germans. 
When I got internet at home, I started looking up the name."  
She found his phone number and one day in March 1999, 
she decided to call him.  When she introduced herself and 
asked whether she was talking to the former crew member 
of the Royal Flush, he replied "You got him" and then, there 
was silence. His demeanor changed and he said "I just want 
to tell you that your uncle was a great pilot and I was never 
afraid when I was flying with him."

Johnson sent her copies of all the memorabilia he had 
in relation to the Royal Flush. In the paperwork, Schurman 
found a letter signed by the Mayor of Fouleng which was 
sent to Johnson’s mother. The letter mentioned that all the 
200 residents of Fouleng attended a special mass for the 
Royal Flush crew after the crash and it also mentioned the 
plaque on the farmhouse wall.

After finding out that Fouleng was part of Silly, Schurman 
decided to address a letter to the Mayor of Silly.  Christian 
Leclercq, Mayor of Silly, quickly replied there were still five 

witnesses of the crash and that they still had parts of the 
plane.

In September 2000, Schurman and Johnson made the trip 
to Fouleng to attend a ceremony organized by the city. "The 
ceremony was very emotional because Ghislain Bonnet who 
had tried to save Charlie after the crash, was also there." 
Schurman recalled.  Bonnet was also the one who found the 
dog tags of Schurman’s uncle in 1947 while plowing his field,

Ever since, Schurman continued her research on the Royal 
Flush crew and found other relatives.  Through her efforts 
combined with the research done by Cookie Samuel, 24 
family members of the Royal Flush crew came to attend 
this year’s ceremony. 

Lois O'Keefe

Second Lt. Calvin Anthes never knew his daughter was 
born the day after the crash of the Royal Flush in Fouleng. 
Anthes, bombardier on board of the B-17 was killed in the 
explosion of the plane.  

Seventy years later, his daughter, Lois O’Keefe, visited his 
grave and attended the commemorative ceremony.  "I am 
here to honor him," O’Keefe mentioned.

O’Keefe had to look for information on what happened to 
her dad as she didn’t have any relative that could tell her 
about him.  "I am glad I got to talk to Troy Hollar and find 
out more about who my dad was," O’Keefe said.

Al Brady and Cookie Samuel

Cookie Samuel, niece of Staff Sgt. Raymond Marz, also 
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Donna Schurman (left and right) with Jeffrey 
Lavin at the Netherlands American cemetery 
in Margraten, the Netherlands where their 
uncle, 2nd Lt. Robert Lavin (middle) rests.  The 8,301 graves in the cem-
etery have all been adopted by Dutch families.  The committee managing 
the graves adoption program now has a waiting list of people who want 
to adopt a grave.
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(right) Lois O'Keefe at her 
dad's grave at the Nether-
lands American Cemetery in 
Margraten, the Netherlands 
where fi ve of the Royal Flush 
crew members are resting.
(left) O'Keefe's dad, 2nd Lt. 
Calvin Anthes.  

Al Brady and Cookie Samuel (left) at the Netherlands American Cem-
etery, Staff Sgt. Lloyd Brady (middle) and  Staff Sgt. Raymond Marz (right). 
Brady and Samuel have a special link through what happened to their 
father and uncle respectively, just prior to the B-17 crash in Fouleng.
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made the trip to attend the ceremony honoring the crew 
members of the Royal Flush.  Her uncle didn’t survive the 
crash. She thought she would never find out what happened 
in the plane before the crash but that was prior to meeting 
another crew member’s relative, Al Brady, Staff Sgt. Lloyd 
Brady’s son.

Brady was able to get copies of the reports that were made 
up after the crash of the Royal Flush.  One of the reports 
mentions the reason why Staff Sgt. Lloyd Brady didn’t bail 
out of the plane.  It turns out that Brady, the ball turret gun-
ner, didn’t have time to bail out because he was helping 
waist gunner Raymond Marz.

Unfortunately, Brady didn’t get enough time to help Marz 
and they both were killed in the crash. 

"Now I finally know what happened," Samuel said. 
Brady came to the 70th anniversary with his three chil-

dren Timothy, Alan and Ann and four of his grandchildren 
Madison, Julie, McKenzie and Maria.

Harold Ashman and Wanda Wirthlin

The navigator's, 2nd Lt. Harold Ashman, son and step 
daughter attended the 70th anniversary of the crash in 
Fouleng.  Ashman survived the crash and was rescued by 
local resistance fighters.  That is about all his children knew 
about what happened to their dad who since, passed away. 

While meeting one of the eyewitnesses of the crash at the 
commemorative ceremony, Ashman’s son and step daughter 
were able to find out more.  Michel Willand was a teenager 
at that time and worked with his dad on the field.  When 
they heard the explosion, they ran for shelter.  That is when 
they saw one of the chutes coming down.

"I saw one touching ground near the Fouleng school," Wil-
land recalls.  "He was a tall guy and didn’t waste a minute 
to bundle his parachute, put it under his arms and run to 
the close-by woods to hide."

The Royal Flush navigator was indeed a tall person and it 
was most probably the aviator Willand saw touching ground 
near the school.  Later, Willand found out that the local 
resistance fighters rescued the aviator.

Ashman and Wirthlin came to the ceremony with their 
spouses, respectively Diana and Bill.

  

Royal Flush I CONTINUED
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2nd Lt. Harold Ashman, navigator of the Royal Flush crew (left), Harold 
Ashman, Jr. , the navigator's son (middle) and Wanda Wirthlin, the naviga-
tor's stepdaughter (right).

Troy and Ghislaine reunite after 70 years

Troy Hollar (left) and Ghislaine Mohr-Brichart (right) reunite 70 years 
after they fi rst met when Hollar arrived at her house and stayed hiding 
for several months.

"I am Ghislaine, you stayed at my house with Ed Price, 
70 years ago.  I was 19 and you were 25.  I didn’t speak 
English," said Ghislaine Mohr-Brichart when meeting Troy 
Hollar in Fouleng, April 13.

"You are Ghislaine? Ghislaine Brichart?  You were very 
very nice to us… you helped us out… ," Hollar recalled.

After having spent time hiding in Fouleng and area, local 
resistance fighters brought Hollar to Brussels.  Being in 
a larger city made it easier to hide the airman from the 
Nazis. It was at Brichart’s house that Hollar linked up with 
the Royal Flush radio operator, Edward Price.

"I remember very well the first day they were here," 
Brichart said. In 1944, 19-year-old Brichart lived with 
her mother in Brussels. Her dad was in a sanatorium for 
medical treatment. The two aviators were hiding upstairs 
while Brichart and her mom lived downstairs.

"I am sure Troy remembers the story on the jelly,"  Brichart 
stated.  In order to hide the stairs leading to the second 
floor, the Brichart’s had moved a cupboard in front of 
the stairs. On top of the cupboard, Brichart’s mom had 
her stock of home made jelly.  During WWII, it was not 
easy to make jelly.  To buy sugar, you needed a ration 
card.  Brichart’s mom was able to get some sugar on the 
black market to make jelly for the next couple of months.  
When Hollar and Price moved the cupboard to get access 
to the stairs, they didn’t know jelly pots were on top of 
the cupboard.  As a result, all the pots smashed to the 
ground and broke.  Jelly was all over the floor.  Brichart 
remembers she and her mom had to carefully remove all 
the glass and recoup the jelly. "Food was too precious to 
throw away," Brichart added.

Hollar and Price stayed with the Brichart’s for several 
months killing their time playing cards, until British troops 
liberated Brussels September 3, 1944. 

Eric D
aniel

Trenches to Foxholes



April 17, 2014

[9]

Years are passing by but for some, memories are still alive and for-Years are passing by but for some, memories are still alive and for-
ever set in stone. It was the fi rst time in 70 years that Troy Hollar ever set in stone. It was the fi rst time in 70 years that Troy Hollar 
(picture 1, bottom) came back to the site of the crash and as he (picture 1, bottom) came back to the site of the crash and as he 
was sitting in his chair, here came Ghislain Bonnet (picture 1, top). was sitting in his chair, here came Ghislain Bonnet (picture 1, top). 
The latter witnessed the crash and helped rescue Staff Sgt. Charles The latter witnessed the crash and helped rescue Staff Sgt. Charles 
W. Johnson. Hollar hasn't forgotten anything either.  As he was hid-W. Johnson. Hollar hasn't forgotten anything either.  As he was hid-
ing in a haystack, he remembers he could "hear the voice of the ing in a haystack, he remembers he could "hear the voice of the 
Germans," he said. Family members of the B-17 crew also want to Germans," he said. Family members of the B-17 crew also want to 
remember. They made the trip from the United States to honor and remember. They made the trip from the United States to honor and 
remember their relatives. This is how, seventy years later to the day remember their relatives. This is how, seventy years later to the day 
Staff Sgt. Lloyd G. Brady lost his life in a fi eld of Silly, his son Al Brady, Staff Sgt. Lloyd G. Brady lost his life in a fi eld of Silly, his son Al Brady, 
his three grandchildren Alan Brady, Timothy Brady and Ann Klemm, his three grandchildren Alan Brady, Timothy Brady and Ann Klemm, 
and his great-grandchildren Maria, McKenzie, Madison Brady and and his great-grandchildren Maria, McKenzie, Madison Brady and 
Julie Brady are standing by a U.S. fl ag marking the place where the Julie Brady are standing by a U.S. fl ag marking the place where the 
plane crashed and where Staff Sgt. Brady died (picture 3).plane crashed and where Staff Sgt. Brady died (picture 3).
(Picture 2) Tech. Sgt. Michael W. Skonetski and Lt. Col. Christopher (Picture 2) Tech. Sgt. Michael W. Skonetski and Lt. Col. Christopher 
Kuester, Commander, 424th Air Base Squadron, pay respect during Kuester, Commander, 424th Air Base Squadron, pay respect during 
the playing of the Belgian and U.S. national anthems. the playing of the Belgian and U.S. national anthems. 
(Picture 4) Mayor of Silly, Christian Leclercq shows respect after (Picture 4) Mayor of Silly, Christian Leclercq shows respect after 
laying a wreath at the commemorative plaque while the 424th Air laying a wreath at the commemorative plaque while the 424th Air 
Base Squadron Color Guard presents the colors. Base Squadron Color Guard presents the colors. 
(Picture 5) After the ceremony, Hollar was made honorary citizen (Picture 5) After the ceremony, Hollar was made honorary citizen 
of the city of Silly and received his certifi cate from the hands of  the of the city of Silly and received his certifi cate from the hands of  the 
mayor surrounded by his daughter Ann Picou-Hollar and son Ronnie mayor surrounded by his daughter Ann Picou-Hollar and son Ronnie 

Hollar, Lt. Col. Christopher Kuester, Staff Sgt. 
John Reeder, Tech. Sgt. Michael W. Skonetski, 
Cis Spook the local offi cials. (
(Picture 6) Hollar shares anecdotes with 
Harold Ashman Jr., Dianna Ashman and Ron-
nie Hollar as they visited the MaquiStory, the 
museum of the local resistance in St Mar-
coult, Silly, after the ceremony.
(U.S. Army photos by Donovan Abrassart un-
less otherwise specifi ed)

[9]

JoJoJoJoJJJo
CCCCCCCCC
(((((
HHHHHHHH
nn
m
ccccc
(((((((
ele

70 years later, they still remember

1

2

3

5

Photo story by Donovan Abrassart
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

6

333

4

C
is

 S
po

ok

Trenches to Foxholes

B-17 Royal Flush
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Living in Europe and getting to see so many historical sites 
is an amazing opportunity. Living in Belgium and witness-
ing the respect the people of this country still hold for our 
veterans is even more so.

I have been to Bastogne, Flanders and more. I am filled 
with emotions at every event. As a 25-year veteran of our 
modern Air Force and having lost many friends and colleagues 
in the last decade and more, I am bound to recognize some 
of my friends in the faces of the fallen from decades ago.

I knew the feelings of loss and pride would hit me, but 
I never expected to be filled with so many emotions as I 
watched the commemoration at a farm house in Fouleng, 
Belgium for a downed B-17 crew unfold. After all, I had 
been here before.

Maybe it was because I got to speak with the veteran 
and crash survivor the day before. After all these years he 
would meet the families of his fellow crew members, the 
people that initially rescued him and some of the people 
that helped him evade capture for five months.

It might have been the turn out of the local Belgian com-
munity or the 24 family members of the crew that came in 
to mark the anniversary.

I can’t really say why this 
event hit me so hard. I have 
been to them all over the 
world, but something was 
special here.

Perhaps it was the ef-
fort my Belgian co-worker 
Cis Spook put into mak-
ing most of this happen, 
or the fact that our entire 
office gave up a weekend 
to take care of the visitors 
and make sure everything 
went right. That a squadron 
from my Air Force commits 
to this event each year, may 
have had something to do 
with it as well.

It might be all the mes-
sages from friends on Face-
book that appreciated what 

our office is doing this 
year to capture all of the 
ceremonies.

I’m still not sure. What I do know is that Troy Hollar is an 
amazing man, the people of Silly are just as amazing, and 
the Belgians I work with make these events happen. 

This year was naturally special due to the marking of 70 

years, but there were 
significant moments 
that made it even 
more amazing. The 
then young girl whose 
family housed Troy 
and another crewman 
was there to see Troy 
for the first time in 70 
years. She had been 
married to his fellow 
hide-away after the 
war when he returned 
to find her. 

I wanted to inter-
view her, but she 
told me it was just 
too emotional to talk 
about. Just hearing 
about this commemo-
ration ceremony and 
the return of Troy Hol-
lar made her so up-
set, she almost didn’t 
attend.

Seeing Ghislain 
Bonnet with tears 
in his eyes when he met Troy was enough that I needed to 
stop shooting photos and walk away. Bonnet was just 12 
when he witnessed the crash.

Listening to Antonio De La Serna talk about the day with 
youthful excitement as they watched the parachutes come 
down, made me feel like I was there. 

He was eleven at the time but can tell you almost precisely 
where the parachutes hit. As he speaks you can imagine the 
thoughts of an 11-year-old as he watches a plane downed 
and survivors floating through the sky. The excitement shines 
through, but so does the fear of the Nazis. Something he 
is quick to tell you.

Later as the city of Silly made Troy an honorary citizen, I 
could only wish all of our veterans could be remembered 
this way.

The people of our greatest generation are few now. The 
war seems long forgotten to many back home. It is not 
forgotten at all in Silly, Belgium. A few of the residents met 
a few men from a single B-17 70 years ago, and perhaps 
got to know them for two weeks, but most only heard the 
stories, yet today they all remember.

It is like this in a hundred villages throughout this country. 
I only hope our memories will last as long as theirs. 

Trenches to Foxholes

Unexpectedly overwhelmed by Fouleng ceremony
By Keith Houin
USAG Benelux Public Affairs

An Airman from the 424th Air Base Squadron 
salutes the colors during the memorial cer-
emony for the crew of the WWII B-17 Royal 
Flush April 13 in Fouleng, Belgium. Each year 
the squadron provides a color guard and for-
mation.
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Commentary

A wreath was placed below the original 
plaque of remembrance for the Royal Flush. 
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CYSS holds colorful run
USAG Benelux Child, Youth and School Services held a 
color run at the SHAPE track April 16.  (Left) Approxi-
mately 150 community members participated in the 5k 
run to celebrate the month of the military child. (Above) 
After the run there were games and snacks and the day 
ended with a family BBQ. U.S. Army photos by Kathleen 
Garrity-Cantwell)

USAG Benelux service members and civilians (picture right) gathered for a 
Sexual Harassment / Assault Response and Prevention stand-down Thurs-
day,  April 17, 2014 on Caserne Daumerie, Chièvres, Belgium.  USAG Ben-
elux Command Sgt. Maj. Robert D. Carter (above picture) took the oppor-
tunity to remind everybody of the importance for "us who are the ones on 
the ground to fi x that problem. (U.S. Army photos by Donovan Abrassart)

Benelux workforce gathers for SHARP stand-down
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Special to the Gazette 

April is Alcohol Awareness Month
Bernie McGrenahan is one of today’s top stand-up co-

medians in America! Since his comedy career began in 
1988, Bernie has appeared on many late night television 
comedy specials and opens Las Vegas concerts for today’s 
biggest stars. Now, the news- media is covering Bernie for his 
dedication and care for our Military forces. Bernie’s ‘happy 
hour’ Comedy ‘With a Message’ Tour targets several areas 
of concern for a portion of our Armed Forces:

-Alcohol, Drug, & Suicide Prevention
-Safety/Risk-Reduction/DUI Prevention
-Sexual Assault/ Domestic Abuse Prevention
Someone has finally found the missing ‘hook’ in Safety 

Briefs, Stand Downs, All Hands Calls, and mandated Alcohol, 
Drug, Suicide Prevention and Sexual Assault Prevention Train-
ings: A comedian to ‘break the ice’ with troops by delivering 
a stand-up comedy show, followed by ‘personal testimony’ 
on Bernie’s experiences with alcohol and substance-abuse, 
sexual conduct under the influence of alcohol, and surviving 
the suicide of his nineteen year old brother Scott. ‘Happy Hour’ 
is the original Comedy ‘Followed by a Prevention Message’ 
program and is the United States Military’s top-requested 
prevention and risk-reduction program. This fresh, innovative 
form of edu-tainment is bringing our troops and civilians to 
their feet with applause! 

Why is ‘Happy Hour’ different?
Part one of the Program: A Stand-Up Comedy Show
We are always looking for a fresh angle or approach to 

maintain our target audiences’ attention, to not only keep 
them interested, but send our troops out with tools and 
information to better prepare them in their personal and 
professional lives. Here is why ‘HAPPY HOUR’ is doing just 
that: Bernie opens the brief with a hysterical 30-minute 

comedy show which not only entertains, but more impor-
tantly ‘gains the trust and respect’ of servicemen. Everyone 
loves comedy! PowerPoint, Statistical Charts and Videos are 
each important educational tools, but Bernie instead uses 
his ‘humor’ to set up the serious Training-Session which 
follows: A powerful and gripping message on the Dangers 
of Alcohol, Drugs, Sexual Conduct and Suicide.

Why is ‘Happy Hour’ a ‘Sole-Source’ program which is 
changing and saving lives?

Part Two of the Program:  Personal Knowledge and Testimony
Once relaxed and entertained by very funny stand-up 

comedy, Bernie grips the audiences’ attention by revealing 
his step by step downward spiral into the world of high-risk 
drinking and drug abuse. 

The alcohol and drug related suicide of Bernie’s younger 19 
year old brother Scott would eventually compound Bernie’s 
drinking and reckless behavior. Three DUI arrests later, at 
the age of 26 Bernie served a six-month sentence in Los 
Angeles County. After deciding to ‘use his resources’ and ask 
for help, Bernie is now 24-years free from alcohol & drugs. 
Bernie is committed to motivating servicemen to identify 
the warning signs of alcohol and drug dependency includ-
ing PTSD related usage. Through identifying with Bernie’s 
story, troops are being motivated to take action by seeking 
Chaplains, Counseling, and Treatment before a career or 
life is lost. Bernie is breaking the stigma that ‘asking for 
help’ is a sign of weakness and claiming the opposite: ASK-
ING for HELP is a sign of COURAGE! The therapeutic value 
in someone who has ‘been there’ speaking to someone 
currently at risk, is without parallel. Bernie is inspiring ser-
vicemen to be prepared, trained and ready to defend the 
safety of our nation.

People who are thinking of sending Kinder Surprise choco-
late eggs stateside this Easter, should be aware of the U.S. 
Customs regulation banning these eggs from import to the U.S. 

“U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents will remove 
Kinder Surprise chocolate eggs from your baggage or any 
package mailed stateside,” said Mike Dean of the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command Customs Executive Agency. 

Those who ship these eggs or similar products can be 
fined. Dean also added that shippers should always declare 
items they are mailing on the customs declaration forms 
to avoid penalties. 

Kinder Surprise chocolate eggs and similar products from 
other companies are popular treats all over Europe. The 
hollow chocolate eggs come in a colorful foil wrapper and 
contain an oval plastic capsule with a small toy inside. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission, or CPSC, tested 
many of the toys in the past and determined they present 
a choking hazard for young children. The Food and Drug 
Administration also issued an import alert for Kinder Sur-
prise eggs because they are a confectionery product with 
an imbedded non-nutritive object. 

According to the Customs website, they have made more 
than 3,000 seizures of Kinder chocolate eggs at mail facili-
ties, in commercial shipments and from individual travelers 
entering the U.S. since 2010. However, other Kinder brand 
candy products that do not contain the small toy can be 
mailed without restriction.

Contact the local U.S.military customs office for more 
information or visit CPSC’s Web site at www.cpsc.gov/CP-
SCPUB/PREREL/prhtml06/06140.html.

Fines are a nasty surprise for Kinder egg mailers
By Robert Szostek
U.S. European Command Customs Public Affairs Offi ce
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SHAPE flea market
Vender permits for the April 27 SHAPE flea market will 
be on sale at the event center on April 23 from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m.

SHAPE business center
The SHAPE business center in the Community Activities 
Center, room 117 is open Monday through Friday from 
1 to 6 p.m.
Services include:
 •Black & white and color photocopying
•Black & white and color printing
•Faxing
•Laminating
•CD burning
•SKYPE
•International shipping via DHL
•Miscellaneous office services
For information calll DSN: 423-4254 or civilian 027-35-
3423.

Paid internships with CYSS 
If you are a U.S. citizen between 15 and 18 years old, 
currently attending high school, if you possess and maintain 
a C grade-point average or better and are subject to the 
satisfactory completion of local police background checks, 
you are eligible to apply for a paid internship with CYSS 
Sports & Fitness.  CYSS will offer a paid internship for 
12 continuous work weeks once all goals are met with 
15-18 hours of work during school weeks and a maximum 
of 40 hours during non school weeks.  CPR training, first 
aid and child abuse prevention classes will be offered. If 
interested, call CYSS at DSN 423-5611 or civilian 065-
44-5611.

CYSS Schinnen
Archery/Blow Darts Clinics for age group 10 to 18 - 
Enrollment is open through April 18. Clinics are held 
Wednesdays May 7 through June 11 from 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
at the Rocca Indoor Facility, Gulpen, the Netherlands. Cost 
is $100 and includes transportation to the facility, six 
two-hour sessions of professional instruction and snack. 
For more information or to register call DSN 364-4195 
or civilian 045-526-4195. You must be registered with 
CYSS and have a valid health/sports assessment at the 
time of enrollment.

AFCU $1,500 scholarship
Andrews Federal Credit Union is now accepting applications  
for one of the eight $1,500 non-renewable scholarships for 
higher education and books. Any AFCU member or member’s 
dependent pursuing a degree from an accredited college 
or university is eligible. Application forms are available 
online and in branches through April 25. All applicants 
have to be members or members’ dependents with 
an Andrews Federal account in good standing as of Feb. 
1. (If student is a member’s dependent, the student does 
not have to have an account; parent/guardian must be 

the account-holder). Scholarship applications must be 
received no later than April 25 at Andrews Federal Credit 
Union, 5711 Allentown Road, Suitland, Md. 20746 by 4 
p.m. via mail, 5 p.m. via branch-delivery or 11:59 p.m. via 
email. The 2014 scholarship application form is available 
at any branch or online at http://www.andrewsfcu.org/
scholarship2014. Judges will not know the identities of 
applicants during the selection process.

Brussels Fitness Classes
Yoga - Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 a.m. and 
Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Power Yoga - Tuesday at 10 a.m.
Shred - Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.
Indoor Cycling - Tuesday and Thursday at 11:30 a.m.
For more information on those classes, call DSN 368-
9667 or civilian 02-717-9667. 

SHAPE Arts and Crafts Center
Quilling exhibition until April 30 at the SHAPE Club.
For more information, stop by the Arts & Crafts Center 
on SHAPE, Bldg. 307, e-mail artsandcraftsshape@gmail.
com or call DSN 423-6049 or civilian 065-44-6049.

Brussels Education Center
The USAG Benelux-Brussels Education Center has changed 
its hours of operation to Mon-Thu 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., closed 
on  Fridays. Reason for change is to better accommodate 
customers during lunch hour.

community briefs - community briefs - community briefs

Emergency numbersEmergency numbers

SHAPE/Chièvres
Any emergency - Dial 112

Chièvres MP station:
DSN 361-5301 

civilian 068-27-5301
SHAPE Police Desk:

DSN 423-3333/4 
Civilian 065-44-3333/4

BrusselsBrussels
Any emergency - Dial 

112
Brussels MP station:

DSN 368-9769 
civilian 02-717-9769

SchinnenSchinnen
Any emergency - Dial 

112
Schinnen MP station:

DSN 360-7555 
civilian 046-443-7555

Suicide hotline

DSN 118 (*2118 from SHAPE) or the toll free 
number 00800-1273-8255

Get free and confi dential support 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
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This column includes events within close distance to 
Chièvres, SHAPE, Brussels

This column includes events within close distance to 
Brunssum and Schinnen. 

18 April
• Year Market held in the historic center of De-

venter (NL) from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
18-19 April

• Easter/Spring Fair in Beesd with culinary deli-
cacies, curiosa, workshops and more is held at 
Landgoed Heerlijkheid Mariënwaerdt, Oude Waag 
21. The fair is open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Friday and from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday. 
No entrance fees.

• Namur Days of Traditions and Folklore in Namur 
(BE) - A traditional parade, made up of all the town's 
groups and carnival societies accompanied by 
prestigious guests, takes over the streets. There is 
traditional folk music and folk dancing, a medieval 
combat on place d'Armes, crafts market and a 
market with regional specialities and booths run 
by the gastronomic brotherhoods which starts at 
10 a.m. From 10:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., folkloric 
entertainment on the place d'Armes, at 3 p.m., 
large historical parade and final rondeau on the 
place d'Armes from 4:15 to 4:30 p.m.

18-21 April
• Antique & Flea Market in Ciney (BE) - with 

hundreds of participants at Ciney Expo on Rue 
du Marché Couvert. The indoor market is open 
all days from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. On April 18 
there is also an outdoor market which is open 
from 2 to 7 p.m. 

19 April
• Art & Antique Market in Haarlem - Held at Op 

de Dreef from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Kennedy Mars in Sittard - For more information 

or to register go to http://www.kennymars.org. 
• Antique & Curiosa Market in Roermond held 

at Kloosterwandplein from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
19-21 April

• Flea market in Den Bosch - Open both days 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Entry is €5, children 
11 and younger get free entrance. 

• Elf Fantasy Fair in Haarzuilens is a fantastic 
weekend with lots of magic, rattling of swords, 
various international celebrities, witches and 
other fantasy figures at Castle de Haar, Kasteel-
laan. Open April 19-20 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
and April 21 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Entry is €25, 
children (3-11) pay €13.50.

• Medieval Easter Fair in Goch (GE) with mar-
ket, knights in armor, jousts, and more. in the 
Graefenthal Monastery on Maasstrasse 48-50. 
Open all days from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Entry is 
€6, children pay €4.

18 April
• Flower market in Tournai - The flower market tradition 

dates back to 1825. At that time, ham and flowers 
were sold there to celebrate the end of Lent and the 
Easter festivals. The market will take place from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Rue Royale and its surroundings.

19 April
• Volksmarch in Brussels for 8, 16 and 22 km. De-

parture is on Boulevard des Invalides 224 from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

• Volksmarch in Ladeuze for 5, 10, 15 and 20 km. 
Departure is on Rue de la Liberté 23 from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

19-20 April
• Medieval show in Binche - enjoy medieval knights 

sword fighting, falconry show, and more.  Held on Rue 
Saint-Moustier from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday and 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday. Entrance is free.

19-21 April
• Book festival in Redu - Walking through the streets 

of Redu, you can push the 
door of some thirty busi-
nesses, including 17 book 
stores from 10 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. The Village Book of 
Redu annually hosts more 
than 200,000 visitors from 
around the world.

19 April - 9 May
• The Royal Greenhouses in 

Laeken - The Greenhous-
es of the Royal Palace at 
Laeken open their doors.   
Entrance fee is €2.5. More 
information on opening days and hours at http://www.
monarchie.be/fr/actuel/agenda/archives/ouverture-
des-serres-royales-de-laeken-printemps-2014.

20 April
• Egg hunt in Soignies - Held at the Parc Paternoster 

on Rue Melle Hanicq from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Par-
ticipation fee is €5.

• Volksmarch in Ath for 5, 10, 20, 30 and 40 km. De-
parture is on Rue Paul Pastur from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

21 April
• Volksmarch in Ghlin  for 5, 10, 15, 20 km. Departure 

is on Rue Simonon 2 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Volksmarch in Beloeil for 5, 10, 20 km. Departure 

is on Rue Georges Mauroy 1 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
23 April

• Flèche Wallonne - The Flèche Wallonne is a one day 
international cycling race. It is part of the Pro-Tour 
program and it is one of the most prized cycling races 
in Belgium. The Flèche Wallonne starts from Bastogne 
at 11 a.m. and arrives in Huy.
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19-21 April continued

• Easter Market in The Hague held on Lange 
Voorhout. Open all days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

19-27 April
• Anno Dazumal year market in Mechernich 

(GE)  - at LVR-Freilichtmuseum Kommern has 
all kinds of amusement and activities from the 
19th century through the sixties in the 20th 
century. Entry is €6.50; children – free entrance. 
The market is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

20 April
• The Amstel Gold Race in Maastricht  is a pro-

fessional cycle race for men and women which 
starts at 10 a.m. and finishes in the center of 
Valkenburg around 6 p.m.

21 April
• Historic Festival in Raalte at Manege ‘de Hooge 

Weg’ has a knight’s tourney, medieval market 
and many actors displaying life in the middle 
ages. Open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Entry is €6; 
children 11 and under pay €2.50.

Through 19 April
• Easter Market in Essen (GE) held in the center 

and on Kettwiger Strasse with lots of art, deco-
rations, traditional Easter pastries and more 
Easter delicatessen. Open from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and closed on April 18.

Through 18 May
• Keukenhof Gardens near the town of Lisse - 

This year the international flower exhibition has 
chosen “Holland” as its central theme with the 
focus on the tulip and its history. Keukenhof 
is open daily 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Ticket office 
closes at 6 p.m. Entry is €15, children aged 4 
to 11 pay €7.50. More information on http://
www.keukenhof.nl

Through 5 September 
• Cheese market in Alkmaar - Cheese has been 

weighed in Alkmaar since 1593. Cheese carriers 
carry thousands of kilos of cheese from ‘Waagplein’ 
square to the weighing house. Cheese carriers 
can be seen in action every Friday between 10 
a.m. and  noon until the first Friday in September. 
You’ll be surprised at how important cheese used 
to be and still is for the city of Alkmaar.

Ongoing Events & Happenings

23 April - 3 May
• Brussels Short Film Festival - The Brussels Short 

Film Festival invites you 
to discover the pick of the 
world's shor t f i lms, with 
more than 300 films from 
40 countries. The festival 
includes international and 
national competitions. More 
information at http://bsff.
be/en/films-2014/.

24-27 April
• Art Brussels 2014 - It is one 

of the biggest events for the 
lover of contemporary art in 
Europe. More than 2,000 artists, international well-
known names as well as promising young talents, 
30,000 contemporary art lovers and Famous Belgian 
collectors as well as foreign visitors. More informa-
tion at http://www.artbrussels.com.

26 April
• Mountain bike ride in Hensies - for 25 km + 5 km 

run and 50 km + 10 km run. Participation is by team 
of two people. Departure is at the sports center in 
Thulin on Rue Auguste Lecomte 9 as of 9 a.m. To 
register, go to  http://raidhighlands.wordpress.com/
inscriptions-avril-2013/.

Through 27 April
• 100 years of Belgian radio in Brussels - The exhibi-

tion retraces 100 years of radio in Belgium, shows 
what listeners have been listening to for a century 
and also offers a preview of the future of radio. The 
exhibition showcases the major moments of radio, 
and the role it has had in history. Built around a real 
radio studio, "Vu à la radio" allows the live broadcast-
ing of numerous radio shows and the organizing of 
various events that bring together past and present 
stars of the transistor. More information on http:// 
www.exporadio.be.

Through 12 June
• Musical spring in Silly - Enjoy experienced artists 

and discover young ones through a series of concerts 
at the Château de Morval on Rue de Morval 10. Con-
certs are Thursday, Saturday and Sunday from 8 to 
11 p.m. Price ranges from €5 to €25 or €120 for all 
the concerts. Find more information on http://www.
printempsmusicalsilly.be.
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• Keukenhof and Gouda, April 18 (must book by 3:30 p.m. 
today)  - One of our most popular 
trips! Our first stop is the picturesque 
village of Gouda, the cheese capital 
of Holland.  There you will have free 
time to shop and have lunch on your 
own.  We will then make our way to 
Keukenhof, the tulip capital of the 
world.  Spend the day admiring the 
flower displays, strolling through the 
gardens and photographing beautiful 
scenery. Price is  €62 per adult and 
€58 for children 12 to 17, €57 for 
children 4 to 11, and €49 for children 3 or younger.  Departs 
SHAPE at 6:30 a.m., departs Brussels at 7:30 a.m., returns to 
Brussels at 10 p.m. and returns to SHAPE at 11 p.m.  
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SHAPE Trips & Tours 
For information on the trips below, 

call DSN 423-3884 or civilian 065-44-3884

SHAPE Travel Group 
    For information on the trip below 

call civilian 0486/56.53.71 

Schinnen Trips and Tours
    For information on the trips below 

call DSN 360-7561 or civilian 
0031-(0)46-4437561 

SHAPE Trips & Tours
• Keukenhof and Gouda, April 18
• Han's caves and safari park, April 19 

(must book by 3:30 p.m. today)
• King's Day Amsterdam, April 26
• Rhine in Flames, May 3
• Champagne, May 10
• Paris, May 17
• Versailles, May 24
• Polish pottery, May 29 - June 1
• Normandy Beaches, May 30 - June 1
• Dutch Day, June 7
• London, June 21
• Stonehenge with Salisbury, June 28
• 7 Night Mediterranean Cruise, July 4-11
• London, August 15-17
• Peru, October 24 - November 3

Schinnen Trips & Tours
• Amsterdam, May 24
• Disneyland Paris, June 7
• Express trip to Berlin, June 28
• Miami Dolphins VS Oakland Raiders in 

London, 27-29 September
• Cowboys VS Jaguars in London, November 

8-10

SHAPE Travel Group
• Keukenhof & The Hague, April 29
• Strasbourg, May 8
• Versailles Palace & Gardens, May 22
• Tongeren & the antiques market, June 1
• Fontainebleau Palace, June 5
• A day in Paris, June 19

Upcoming trips

• Champagne in Epernay, April 24 - Join for a trip into Epernay, 
the Champagne capital of France. Epernay is best known 
as the main warehouse for champagne wines, which are 
bottled and kept in large cellars tucked into the chalk rock 
on which the town is built.  You will taste some of the finest 
champagne Epernay has to offer. Upon arrival on Avenue de 
Champagne in Epernay, we will explore the legendary cellars 
at the Champagne House of Moet & Chandon, followed by 
a tasting where you will enjoy a glass of their champagne.  
Before heading to the next champagne house, we will have 
time to have lunch in town. After lunch, we will meet back up 
for our final stop, the Champagne House of Collard-Picard. 
Here we will partake in a tour of the cellars and a tasting 
session of three of their champagnes, which is valued at 
over 100 Euros.  You will not want to miss this champagne 
experience. Price is €50, including four flutes of bubbly.
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• Day Trip to Amsterdam, May 24 - Round trip luxury mo-
tor coach transportation (non-smoking). Coach departs 
Schinnen at 7 a.m., approximate arrival in Amsterdam 10 
a.m. Coach departs Amsterdam at designated departure 
point at 8 p.m., approximate arrival back in Schinnen at 
9 p.m.  Price is $49.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
BRUNSSUM/SCHINNEN COMMUNITY
18 April

• Silly Stories to Subdue Stress at the JFC Brunssum library from 11 a.m. to noon. This parent/child event 
during National Stress Awareness Month and Month of the Military Child provides fun activities and lit-
erature to teach parents how to help their children manage stress through humor.  

• Her Knight Under the Stars - Tickets are now on sale at the front desk of the Airman & Family Readiness 
Center in Geilenkirchen, Germany for the Father-Daughter Dance from 6 to 9 p.m. held at Castle Limbricht 
near Sittard (the Netherlands).  Cost of the ticket is €40 per couple and €15 per additional daugher.  Limited 
tickets are available.  For more information, call DSN 458-6015  or civilian 0049-2451-63-3791.

22 April
• Veteran Affairs (VA) Briefing from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the ACS Conference room. Learn the latest 

on VA policies and benefits from the people who know. Followed by information on the Disabled Transition 
Assistance Program (DTAP) from 1:30-3:30 p.m. For information or to register call DSN 360-7269/7500 
or civilian 0031-46-443-7269/7500.

 Get your ticket/register now
24 May (Registration needed by April 30)

• Country Line Dance Evening - The event will be held from 7 
p.m. to 1 a.m. at NATO Airbase Geilenkirchen, Lilienthalallee 
100. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Entrance is free. Prior registration 
is required by April 30. Component members and their guests 
are also required to register. For more information or to register 
send an email at Linedancers_for_fun@hotmail.com.

SHAPE/CHIEVRES COMMUNITY
23 April

• Personal Finance Workshop from 1 to 2 p.m. at the ACS 
conference room SHAPE, bldg. 318. For information, call DSN 
366-6824 or civilian 065-432-6824.  

25 April
• USAG Benelux Volunteer Recognition Ceremony from 10 

a.m. to noon at the SHAPE Club ballroom. For information, 
call DSN 366-6824 or civilian 065-32-6824.

25-26 April
• CYSS Operation Megaphone Lock-In from 7 p.m. April 25 to 

9 a.m. April 26. Cost is $10 per person.For information, call 
DSN 423-6039 or civilian 065-44-6039.

26 April
• Kids' Day 2014 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Chièvres Air Base  

Community Recreation Center. For information, call DSN 366-
6824 or civilian 065-32-6824.

30 April
• Stand Up Comedy Show - Show starts at 8:30 p.m. in the Events Center Ballroom with Andy Valur, Nigel Williams, 

Pete Johansson, Yianni Agisilaou. Tickets are available at the SHAPE Club until April 12 at €12. Tickets will 
also be available at the door at €15. For more information, call DSN 423-4133 or civilian 065-44-4133.

Get your ticket now
22 May trhough June 8

• SHAPE Players presents The Wizard of Oz - Tickets can be purchased at the SHAPE Performing Arts Centre 
box office. The box office is open Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 6 p.m. For more information, call DSN 
423-3312 or civilian 065-44-3312. 

benelux.afneurope.net
Brussels: 101.7 FM – Chièvres 107.9 FM – SHAPE 106.5 FM and 104.2 FM 
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Movie schedule at the SHAPE Cinema
Rates:  2D movies are €7 for adults and €4 for 11 years and under; 3D movies are €9 for adults and €6 for 11 years 
and under. Movies are subject to change. Check http://www.shape2day.com/cinema/february-movie-schedule.aspx 
for updates.

April 18 4 p.m. Rio 2 3D PG 112 min

6:15 p.m. Need For Speed PG-13 124 min

9 p.m. Oculus R 94 min

April 19 4 p.m. Rio 2 3D PG 112 min

6:15 p.m. Draft Day PG-13 127 min

10 p.m. Sabotage R 109 min

April 20 3 p.m. Noah PG-13 106 min

5:30 p.m. Oculus R 94 min

Theaters near SHAPE/Chièvres that play movies in English: Only  the British or American movies listed as VO (Version 
Originale or Originele Versie) will be in English.
Plaza Art - Rue de Nimy 12, 7000 Mons (next to the main square). Check the schedule at: http://plaza-art.be/index.
cgi?p=Grille.
ImagiBraine - Boulevard de France, 1420 Braine l‘Alleud
Check the schedule and purchase your tickets at : http://kinepolis.be/nl/bioscopen/kinepolis-imagibraine.
Kinepolis - Boulevard du Centenaire 20, 1020 Bruxelles. Check the schedule at http://kinepolis.be/fr/cinemas/
kinepolis-bruxelles.

Movie schedule at the JFC HQ Alliance Theater
Adult admission is €5 (ages 12 and older) - Child admission is €3 (ages 11 and under). Check http://www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-Brunssum.htm.

April 18 7 p.m Oculus R 94 min

April 19  4 p.m. Rio 2 PG 112 min

7 p.m. Draft Day PG-13 127 min

Have Something for the Gazette? 
Email usarmy.benelux.imcom-europe.list.pao@mail.mil

BRUSSELS COMMUNITY
26 April

• Spring Fling- Enjoy a breakfast buffet at the 3 Star Lounge from 9 to 10 a.m. followed by the Easter egg hunt 
and 'Rock Band' competition from 10 a.m. to noon. Buffet costs $7.50 for adults and $5.50 for children. For 
more information and reservations contact DSN 368-9680 or civilian 02-717-9680.


