Event:  Rally in Antwerp

Purpose:  To protest against recent controversial cartoons in the French satiric magazine Charlie Hebdo

Date/Time:  Saturday, January 12, 2013 starting time 1600hrs

Location/Route:  Cinema Roma, 286 Turnhoutsebaan in Borgergout, Antwerp

Security Manager Comments:  Since the demonstration has not been approved, it is not clear yet what route protesters will be taking.  They may try to go into Antwerp itself.  Also, the new mayor (Bart De Wever – far right party) has already stated that he will not tolerate illegal demonstrations.  Therefore, recommend avoiding the area.  Insure family members are aware of any on ongoing demonstrations and remember that large, emotionally charged events, can be unpredictable and carry the risk of violence.  If you unexpectedly get caught up in a crowd or demonstration, remain calm.  

Below are some easy to follow personal security measures to remember and employ on a daily basis. 

• Avoid large gatherings or demonstrations.  If you come upon a demonstration, remain calm and disengage from the situation.  Avoid speaking loudly.

• Be aware of your surroundings.

• Stay away from high risk areas.

• Monitor the news for updated information.

• Travel in small groups (never alone) and vary movements. 

• Always let someone know where you are going and when you expect to return. 

• Try to be inconspicuous.  Do not draw attention to yourself. 

• If there is an incident at your destination or any location on your itinerary inform your unit of your status as soon as possible.

• Carry a cell phone if possible and have emergency numbers handy (pre-programmed in phone):

The emergency number for Belgium Police is 101  
                                                                                                            The USAG Brussels MP Desk Tel: 02-717-9769

USAG Benelux MP Desk (Chievres) Tel: 068-27-5301

SHAPE International Police Desk 065-44-3333

U.S. Embassy can be reached at 02-508-2111

